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HISTORIGAL 
MEDICAL 


TRAVELS 
‘UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT. 
CHAPTER XI. 


Town of Sint or Lycopolis—Charalter of the 
Lybian Range of Mountains—Antient ex- 
‘cavated * Lombs—-Doum Palm-tree-—The 
Red and White Coptic Convents—Large 

— Lown of Girgeh, and Abundance of Provi- 
fions—Converfation with a Nubian Prince 
—Thieving Difpofition of the Eg yptians— 

Arabian Tales, and Manner of relating them 
—Baths—Thunder in Egypt— Arrival of 
the Flotilla—Battle with the Mamelukes at 
Samanhut—Pur fit of Murad- Bey Ap- 
Mom tos A proach 
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proach to Tentyra—Character of Egyptian 
Architeéture—-Magnificent Portico—Style 
of the Ornaments and Hieroglyphics. 


IUT is a large well-peopled town, built, 

‘ to all appearance, on the fite of Lyco- 
polis, or the city of the Wolf. —Why the 
wolf, which is an animal of northern cli- 
mates, and is not found here? Is it a wor- 
{hip borrowed. from the Greeks, the account 
of which we have received from the Ro- 
mans, who at that time paid but little at- 
tention to natural hiftory, and might have 
confounded the jackal with the wolf? No 
antiquities are found in this town, but the 
Lybian chain, at the foot of which it ftands, 
here exhibits fuch a vaft number of tombs, 
that without doubt this town occupies the 
territory of fome very ancient and flourifhing, 
_eity. We arrived here an hour after noon, 
7 and 


* 
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and we employed the remainder of the day 
in procuring food for the army, in exercifing 
the fick, and in taking poffeffion of barks and 
provifions, which the Mamelukes had not 
been able to carry away with them. 

I haftened to vifit the Lybian chain of 
mountains, fo eager was I to put my finger 
on an Egyptian mountain. I had feen two 
ranges fince I left Cairo, without having 
been able to rifk climbing any one of them, 
I found this, as I had fuppofed,a ruin of 
nature, formed of horizontal and regular 
{trata of calcareous {tones more or lefs crum- 
bling, and of different fhades of whitenefs, 
divided at intervals with large mamillated 
and concentric flints, which appear to be 
the nuclei, or, as it were, the bones of this 
vaft chain, and feem to keep it together, 
and prevent its total deftruction. ‘This de- 
compofition is daily happening by the 1m- 

: Pape preffion 
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preffion of the falt air, which penetrates 
every part of the calcareous farface, decom- 
pofes it, and makes it as it were diflolve 
down in ftreams of fand, which at firft col- 
Te& in heaps at the foot of the rock, and — 
are then carried away by the winds, and en- _ 
croaching gradually on the cultivated plain a 
and the villages, change them into barren- 
nefs and defolation. The tocksare near half 
a league from Siut; and in the road isa very 3 
pretty houfe of the kiachef, who was agent 
for Soliman-Bey. The rocks are excavated 
by a vaft number of tombs of different di- 
mentions, and decorated with more or lefs _ 
magnificence, and this too can leave no 
doubt: of the proximity of the ancient fite 
of fome confiderable town. © I took a draw- 
ing of one of the largeft of thefe monu- 
ments, to which a plan is annexed. (See 
Plate XV.) All the inner porches of thefe 
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grottoes are covered with hietoelpoiioel 

months would be required to read them, 
‘even if one knew the language, and it would 
take years to copy them. One thing J faw 
by the little day-light that enters the. firft 
porch, which is, that all the clegancies of 
ornament which the Greeks have employed 
in their archite@ure, all the wavy lines, the 
{crolls, and other Greek forms, are here exe- 
cuted with tafte and exquifite delicacy. If 
one of thefe excavations was a fingle opera- 
tion, as the uniform regularity of the plan 
of each would feem to indicate, it muft be 
an immenfe labour to conftruct a tomb; 
but we may fuppofe that fych a one, when 
once finifhed, would ferve for ever for the 
fepulture of a whole family or even race, and * 
that fome religious worfhip was regularly : 
paid to the dead; elfe where would have | 
been the ufe of fuch finifhed ornaments of 
A 3 infcrip- 
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infcriptions never read, and of a ruinous, fe- 
cret, and buried fplendour? At different 
periods or annual feftivals, or when fome 
new inhabitant was added to the tombs, 
funeral rites: were doubtlefs performed, in 
which the pomp of ceremony might vie with 
the magnificence of the place; which is the 
more probable, as the richnefs of decoration 
in the interior part forms a moft {triking con- 
traft with the outer walls, which are only 
the rough native rock, as may be remarked 
in the view that is annexed. I found one 
of thefe caves, with afingle faloon, in which 
were an innumerable quantity of graves cut 
in the rock in regular order; they had been 
ranfacked in order to procure the mummies ; 
and I found {everal fragments of their con- 
tents, fuch as linen, hands, feet, and loofe 

bones. | 
Befides thefe pre grottoes, there is 
fuch 
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fuch a countlefs number of fmaller excava- 
tions, that the whole rock is cavernous and, 
refounds under the foot. Further on to the 
fouth, are remains of large quarries, the ca- 
vities of which are fupported by pilafters: 
fome of thefe quarries have been the abode 
of pious hermits, who in thefe rocks, among 
thefe vaft retreats, united the auftere afpect 
of an inhabitant of the defert to the gentle 
majefty of one who partakes of the bounties 
beftowed by a river, which difpenfes to its 
banks plenty and fertility. This was the 
emblem of their life; before their retreat, 
cares, wealth, agitation; afterwards calm 
and contemplative enjoyments; the filence 
of nature too imitated the referve to which. 
they were compelled: in thefe regions the 
unchanging and auguft fplendor of the iky, 
forcibly impels to conftant but chaftened 
admiration; the dawn of day 1s not en- 

| AA livened 
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livened by the cries of joy or the bounding 
of animals; the fong of no bird proclaims 
the return of morn, even the lark, which 
in our climates enlivens and animates our 
fallows, in thefe burning regions only calls 
to his mate, but never chants his happis 
nefs; the grave dignity of Nature feems to 
infpire with the deep fenfe of humble ac- 
knowledgment, fo that the grotto of the 
cenobite feems to have been placed here by 
the order and choice of the Deity himfelf; 
and every animated being partakes with 
him in his grave and Glent meditation. 
Small niches, ftucco facings, a few red 
paintings reprefenting croffes, and fome in- 
{criptions in a language which I took to be 
Coptic, are the only remains which give evi- 
dence to the former habitation of the auftere 
cenobites in -thefe gloomy cells. In the 
‘feafon in which we vifited them, nothing 


be was 
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was comparable to the exquifite verdure of 
the banks of the Nile, which embellifhed 
the fhore with various hues of beautiful green i 
as far as the eye could reach. My curiofity 
had led me fo far from head~-quarters, that I 
pould not regain them before the march. 

It is always attended with fome embar-_ 
raffment when a large army quits a town. 
We fet out the next morning before day- 
break. All our guides had joined the fame 
divifion, a circumftance which caufed ours 
to wander at random, and it was fome time 
before we were all colle@ted: We followed 
the finuofities of the canal of Abu- Afi, which 
is the laft of Upper Egypt, and fo confider- 
able in fize, that it might be confidered as an 
arm of the Nile, dividing with this river the 
extent of the valley, which in this day’s | 
march appeared to be no more than a league 
in breadth, but cultivated with more care 
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and fill ak in any part. eae we ound au 
feen: we found. feyeral. ‘roads: barked out, 
which convinced us. that they might, with 
a very little expence, be made excellent, and 
moft completely: durable, : id a country’ like 
this, where neither rain nor froft are ever 
feen. At every half league we found wells 
with a {mall monument of hofpitality, in 
which we could allay the thirft of man and 
horfe: I took a’ fketch of one of the ‘siokt 
confiderable of thefe fall philanthropic 
bGablitaenenisi as agreeable as ufeful, which 
charaéterize the natural charity of the Arabs.: 
(See Plate XVII. Fig. 2.) Towards the 
middle of the day we approached | the defert, 
where: I found three new objects; one was 
the doum palm- tree, which differs from the i 
date palm, i in having from eight to fifteen, 
ftems inftead of only a fingle one, and its | 
ligneous fruit 1s. ‘attached by clufters to the | 
extremity 
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extremity of the principal branches, whence 
proceed numerous tufts, which form the 
foliage of the tree. The fruit is of a trian-— 
gular form, and of the fize of an egg; the 
firft, or outer coat, is:fpongy, and eats like 
‘the carobe; the tafte is fweetith, like honey, 
refembling the flavour of {pice-bread; under 
this coat 1s a hard Ful filamentous like the 
-cocoa-nut, which it refembles more than 
any other fruit; but it wants the fine hard 
ligneous fhell of the cocoa; its gelatinous 
part is taftelefs; it becomes very hard by 
drying, and beads are made of it, ftrung 
upon chaplets, which take a good dye and 
polith. (See Plate XVII. Fig. 2.) 

— Tfaw alfoa charming little bird, which 
by its fhape and habitudes fhould be arrang- 
ed in the clafs of fly catchers; it feized and 
devoured thefe infects with an admirable ad- 

drefs, -Thanks to the indolence of the 
| dicks, 
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Turks, all birds are familiar in their country; 
for though the Turks love nothing, they 
 difturb nothing: the colour of the bird I 
have juft mentioned is a clear and lively 
green ; the head and the feathers beneath 
the wings, golden; the beak, long, black, 
and pointed: in the tail it has one feather 
about half an inch longer than the reft; the 
fize of the bird is about the fame as the {mall 
titmoute. | : 

A. little further off I faw in the defert 
fome fwallows of a clear grey colour, like 
that of the fand over which they were flying; 
- thefe never emigrate, or at leaft only go 
into fimilar:climates, as we never fee any of 
them in Europe of this colour; they are of 
the {pecies of the wheat-ear. 

After marching thirteen hours, we came 
in the evening to Gameriffiem, unfortue 
nately for this’ village; for the cries of the 


} 


women 


} 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT. | 13 


‘women {oon convinced us that our foldiers, 


profiting by the darknefs of the night, under 
pretence of feeking provifions, and notwith- 
ftanding their wearinefs, were enjoying by 
violence the gratifications which the place 
offered them: the inhabitants, pillaged, dif- 
honoured, and urged to defperation, fell up- 
on the patroles whom we fent to defend 
them; and thefe, attacked by the furious 
natives, were killing them in their own de- 
fence, for want of being able to explain their 


object, and to make themfelves underftood.... 


.O war! thou art brilliant in hiftory, but 


frightful when viewed with all thy attending 


horrors, naked, and undifguifed. 


On the 28th we fkirted the edge of the — 
defert, which was bordered by a fucceflion | 
of villages. In {pite of the cold which we 
felt during the night, the heat of the day, 
and the produétions of the earth, gave us 


notice 
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notice that we were approaching the tropic ; 
the barley was now ripe, the wheat in. ear, 
and the melons, planted in the open field, 
were already in full flower. We {pent the 
night in the wood near Narcette. 

On the 29th we croffed a defert, and 
pafled by a Coptic convent, to which the 
Mamelukes had fet fire on the preceding 
evening, and which was ftill burning fo as 
to prevent me from entering it; but it re- 
fembled in all its parts the white convent 
a fhort diftance off, and fituated alfo under 
the mountain, at the border of the defert, 
which I fhall prefently defcribe. The firft 
is called the Red Convent, becaufe it is built 
of brick; the other the White Convent, be- 
ing conftructed of {tones of this colour ; 
this latter had alfo been fet on fire the pre- 
ceding evening; but the monks in efcaping 
had left the gates open, and fome of. their 

| fervants 
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fervants were faving what they could from 
the ruins. | 7 

The erection of this building is attributed 
to Saint Helena, which is probably true, to 
judge by the plan. The church was the 
only building left ftanding, but there had 
doubtlefs:been a ‘monaftery attached to it, 
as fome fragments of walls and blocks of 
granite adjoining feem to prove. From the 
dimenfions of thefe réliques of antiquity we 
muft fuppofe, that if Saint Helena built 
them, the emperor Conftantine mutt have : 
feconded her zeal, by putting very large fums 
at her difpofal : the monaftery not being, like 
the church, built fo as to make a ftrong and . 
tenable caftle, it muft doubtlefs have been 
deftroyed long before, by fome fuch violence 
as that hich we were now witnefles of ; the 
church, on the contrary, was built fo ftrong, 
that, witha portcullis at the entrance, and 


a few 
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a few pieces of cannon on the walls, it 

might eafily refift the attacks of the Arabs, 

or even the Mamelukes. But thefe poor 
monks being without arms; could only op- 

pofe to oppreffion their patience, fanctity, 

refignation, and efpecially their poverty, 

which would have faved them on any other 

occafion; but in the prefent cafe the Mame- 
dukes revenged themfelves on catholics, for 

the evils which they had experienced from 

other catholics, as if they could by this in- 

juttice make up for the lofs which we had 

occafioned them. We perceived in the ruins 

_ produced by this cataftrophe fome charcoal, 

which remained from the burning of the 
wood-yard; and the urgent necefflities of 
infatiable war compelled us alfo to take away 
thefe wrecks of the devaftation of which we 

had been the cause. © 

Since the firft deftruétion of the convent 


the | 
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‘the monks had made their dwellings in the 
lateral gallery of the church, if dwellings | 
they might be called, which were only | 
wretched huts, fet up under thofe {plendid 
porches; it was mifery in the very palace of 
pride. | my 
The fathers had fled; we only found the 
brothers, clothed in rags, who-had {carcely 
recovered from the fight and agony which 
they had experienced the night’before. To 
have a full idea of the life, the character, 
and means of fubfiftence of thefe monks, the 
reader fhould confult the excellent memoir 
which General Andreoffi has given con- 
cerning the Ae eohs lakes, in which he has |. 
introduced an account of the convents of E]- 
Baramous, Saint Ephraim, and Saint Ma- 
eaire. This exact and judicious writer has 
there defcribed the poverty of thefe monks, 
their continual ftate of warfare with the 
wo. I B Arabs, 
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Arabs, the mifery of their life, and the moral’ 
caufes which render it fupportable to them, 
and which perpetuate thefe eftablifhments. 

Whilft we were halting I made a drawing 
ing of this convent (See Plate XVIL. Fig. 1.) 
which will give an idea of the fituation of 
thefe eftablifhments on the edge of the de- 
fert, but commanding a view of the rich . 
country, watered by the canal of Abu-Affi, 
and of the architecture of thefe edifices of 
the fourth century, and confequently two 
thoufand years pofterior to the grand monu- 
“ments of high Egyptian antiquity. The, 
gravity of ftyle here difplayed, the cornices; 
and the gates, are abfolutely the fame as the 
primitive archite€ture; the general outline: 
is good, excepting fome deficiencies in the ~ 
choir, in which may be obferved the decay 
of tafte. We encamped in the evening at 
Bonnaffe Bura. | 


The 


TRAYELS IN EGYPT. 19 
The next day we returned along the Nile, 
~ and crpiteaehe field of battle, in which dur- 
ing-the laft war between the Turks and the 
Mamelukes, Aflan-Bafha was beaten by Mu- | 
rad-Bey, where the latter, with five thou- 
fand Mamelukes, overthrew, and routed 
eighteen thoufand Turks, and three thoufand 
Mamelukes. Malem-Jacob, a Copt, who 
accompanied us as our fteward, was a {pec- 
tator of this battle and had taken a fhare in 
it, and he explained to us all the particu- 
lars. He fhewed us with what fuperiority. 
of talent Murad had gained his advantage 
and profited by it; the fame Murad-Bey 
would now foam with anger, at being — 
obliged to repafs the fame field of battle, fly- 
ing before fifteen hundred infantry. As we 
were converfing on the vicifflitudes of for- 
tune, drawn on by the eagernefs of talk, 
we had very imprudently, as was our ufual 
| B 2 " cuftom, 
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ccuftom, got half a league before the army. 
I faid i in jeft to Defaix, that it would be very 
ridiculous to have it told 1 in hiftory, that he 
had loft his head in a rencounter with half 
a dozen. Mamelukes, and that for my part I: 
fhould be inconfolable to leave mine behind 
a buth, where it would be forgotten. At 
this time we were paffing out of Minchia ; 
the adjutant Clement. came to inform the 
General that there were Mamelukes in the 
village, and indeed we prefently faw firft 
tvo, then fix, then ten, and afterwards four 
more, and two behind, along with their bag- 
gage: they foon obferved us; if we retreated 
we fhould have been carried off, as the coun- 
: try was enclofed; Defaix, therefore, put a 
good face on the matter, and appeared to be 
: making his arrangements : he had four fufi- 
leers whom he placed alt ternately on each 
fide, to-encreafe the appearance of our force: 


we 
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we got fome ditches between us and the 
enemy; we gained time, and at laft our ad- 
vanced guard came up, and. they retired. 
We were told that Murad was waiting for 
us at Girgeh; we heard loud cries, and faw 
clouds of duft afcend. Defaix thought that 
at laft he was going to obtain the battle 
which he had been feeking fo painfully for 
| the laft fortnight ; I was difpatched to haften 
ae infantry up. While galloping along, I 
_juit perceived an ancient embankment on the 
edge of the Nile, and flights of fteps de- 
{cending into two bafons—were. they the 
‘ruins of Ptolemais? A cannon was fired as a 
fignal to the cavalry, who were at a Ieague’s : 
Be tice) to rejoin us, and in halfan Nout we 
were ready either for attack or defence. We 
marched in order of battle up to the {pot 
vihiers the greateft number had collected,’ 
put they difperfed ;. the Mamelukes them- 
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felves difappeared, and we derived: at Girgeh, 
without being able to come up with the 
enemy. 

Here’ the pitilefs reader, fitting aiesly at 
his’‘table with his map before him, will fay 
to the poor, hungry, harafled traveller, ex- 
i _pofed to all the trouble of war: “I fee no 
«* account of Aphroditopolis, Crocodilopolis, 
<¢ Ptolemais—what is become of all thefe 
« towns? What had you to do there, if you 
‘* could not give any account of them? had | 
es you not a horfe to carry you, an army to 
«« protect you, and an interpreter to an{wer 
« all your queftions—and have I not relied 
‘«‘ upon you to give me fome information on 
“all thefe fubje@s?” But, kind reader, 
 pleafe to recollect, that we are furrounded 
with Arabs and Mamelukes, and that, in all 
probability, I fhould be made prifoner, pil- 
- laged, and very likely killed, if I had thought 

pina proper 
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proper to venture only a hundred paces from 
the column to fetch fome of the bricks of 
Aphroditopolis. The embanked quay which 
I faw in galloping to Minchia, was. Ptole- 
mais, and no other remains of this town 
exift, 

A. little more patience, and we fhall go. 
and turn over a foil entirely new to the 
curious traveller, to fee the places which 
Herodotus him{elf has only deferibed from 
the lying reports which were given to him, 
and which modern travellers have only been 
able to draw and meafure, furrounded by 
every caufe of anxiety, without darng to | 
lofe fight of the river, plundered on every 
pretence by the reis, by their interpreter, 
by every fheik, bafta, and ‘kiachef, into 
whofe hands they might happen to fall ; 
abandoned by fome of their fervants, pillaged 
by others, fufpected of forcery, tormented 

Ba on 


24 TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 


on account of treafures which they were 
fuppofed to have found, or to be in quett of, 
obliged, in taking drawings, to have an eye 
on the bi temdants that furrounded them, 


who were ready to deftroy the fruits of their 


labours, if not to make an attempt on their 


perfons; thefe travellers, under fuch circum- 
{tances, cannot be blamed in tran{mitting 
very imperfeét accounts of countries fo cu- 
rious, but at the fame time fo dangerous to 
vifit. | ice 

“Thanks to the obftinate perfeverance of 
the brave Murad-Bey, who will {till try the 
‘chance of war, while the reft of Egypt is in 
our poffeffion: we fhall contrive to purfue 
him, and this will lead us at laft into the 
promifed land, from tga my harveft will 
be reaped. . 

Girgeh, where we arrived two hours after 
noon, is the capital of Upper Egypt: it is 


a modern 


io 
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a modern town that contains nothing re- 
markable: it is as large as Minyeh and Me- 
laui, but lefs than Siut, and lefs beautiful 
thaneither. The name of Girgeh, or Djer- 
geh, is derived from a large monaftery built 
previoufly to the town, and dedicated to St. 
George, which 1s pronounced Girgeh in the 
language of the country. The convent ftill 
exifts, and we found in it European monks. 
The Nile razes the walls of Gergeh, and is 
_conftantly wafhing away a part of them; 
and it would require a confiderable expence 
to make her but an indifferent harbour for 
beats: This town is therefore interefting 
only as being fituated half way between 
Cairo and Syene, and in a very rich terri- 
tory. | We found here all kinds of provifions, 
ata very low price; bread was one fous the 
pound ; twelve eggs, two fous ; two pigeons, 
three fous; a goote weighing fifteen pounds 


we 
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we got at twelve fous ;—could this be pover- 
ty? Such too was the abundance of thefe 
articles, that after more than five thoufand 
of us had ‘remained: here three weeks, and 
had encreafed the confumption, and  fcat- 
tered out money, no rife in the demand 
for thefe neceffaries had taken place. 

However, our boats did not arrive; we 
were in want of fhoes and of bifcuit; the 
army therefore went into regular quarters 
here, fet up ovens, and prepared a barrack 
to ftation five hundred men; and during 
this time of reft for us all, I experienced in 
my own cafe the ereat advantage of ftrength- 
ening my eye-fight, which had become fo. 
indifferent as to threaten: ferious inconve- 
nience. I had, indeed, no remedy with me; 
but I found a pot of honey, and a jar of 
vinegar, in the houfe of the fheik in which 
I lodged, which did me great fervice, for I - 


eat 
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eat abundantly of the former, and cooled the 
heat of my blood with the latter, which I 
drank largely, mixed with water and fugar. 
On the 3d of J anuary we learnt that the 
peafants, feduced by the Mamelukes, were 
colledting in order to attack us in the rear, 
whilft they were promifed that we fhould be 
affaulted at the fame time in front. They 
had but a month ago plundered a ‘caravan 
of two hundred merchants, who were com- 
ing from India by the Red Sea, Coffeir, and 
Koufs; they therefore gave themfelves great 
credit for their courage; forty of the neigh- 
buring villages had affembled fix or feven 
thoufand men, but our cavalry charged them, 
{abred ten or twelve hundred of them, and 
put an end to their project. | : 
We found at Girgeh_ a Nubian prince, a : 
brother to the king of Darfur: he was re- 
turning from India, and was going to rejoin 


- ‘another 
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another of his brothers, who was accompa- 
nying another caravan of Nubians of Sennar, 
with as many women. He was bringing 
to Cairo elephants’ teeth and gold duft, to 
barter againtt coffee, fugar, fhawls, cloth, 
lead, iron, fenna, and tamarinds. We had 
a long converfation with this young prince, 
who was lively, gay, impetuous, and clever ; 
all of which were fhewn in his phyfiognomy: 
his colour was deeper than bronze, his eyes 
very fine and well fet, his nofe fomewhat 
turned up and fmall, his mouth very wide 
but not flat, and his legs, like thofe of all 
the Africans, bowed and lank. He told us 
that his brother was an ally of the king of 
Burnu, and traded with him, and that he 
* was always at war with the people of Sen- 
nar. He likewife informed us, that it was 
forty days journey from Darfur to Siut, dur- 
ng which time water was only to be met 

with, 
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with once a week, cither in the wells or in 
crofling the oafis. ‘The profits of thefe cara- 
vans ought to be enormous to repay the ex- 
_penfe and trouble of fitting them out, and 
to indemnify them for their very great fa- 
tigues. When their female flaves were not 
taken in war, they coft them one indiffer- 
ent gun, and the men flaves two. ‘He told 
us, that it was very cold in his country at a 
certain time of the year, and having no word 
_ to exprefs to us io he faid, that they eat a 
great deal of a fubftance which was hard 
when taken in the hands, and which flipped 
through the fingers when it, was held there 
for fome time. We enquired of him of 
Tombuétoo, this celebrated city, the ex- 
iftence of which is fo problematical in Eu- 
rope. He was not furprifed at our quef- 
tions. From his account Tombuctoo was at . 
the fouth-weft of his country, and its inha- 

 bitants. 
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pitants came to trade with him: they were 
fix months on their journey from Tombuctoo 
to Darfur, and purchafed the various articles 
which he brought fbaw Cairo, for which 
3 they exchanged gold dutt. He added, that: 
this country was called in their language 
the paradife; that the town of Tombuctoo 
was fituated on the banks of a river, which 
flowed towards the weft, and that the inha- 
bitants were fmall of ftature, and mild in 
difpofition. We regretted much that we 
_ could not enjoy more time with this in- . 
terefting traveller, but we could not indif- 
ereetly urge him with queftions, though he 
feemed to be perfectly well inclined to tell us 
what hé knew, having nothing of the Muf- 
fulman gravity and taciturnity, and exprefs- 
ing himfelf with cafe and energy. He told 
us, befides, that in his country the fuccef- 
fion of the royal family was elective; that 

the 
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thé military and civil chiefs, after the death 
of a king, chofe, out of his fons, him whom 
they thought moft worthy to fucceed to the 
throne : and that hitherto there had been 
go example ofa civil war being produced 
by this cuftom. ; 

All that I have been relating is, word for 
word, an authentic copy of the converfation 
which we had with this foreign prince. He 
‘added, that we had an infinite number of 
things to furnifh Africa with, and that we 
fhould find them very willing to’ trade with | 
us, without injuring the commerce which 
they kept up with each other; that we fhould 
attach them toour interetts byall their wants, 
and by the,exportation of the fuperfluity of 
our productions; that the trade with India, 
in like meafure, might be carried on through 
Mecca, taking this town or that of Coffeir as 
a common entrepét, in thefame way as Aleppo- 


As 
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is for the Muffulman ftates, notwithftand- ? 
_ing the length of march required on each fide : 
to arrive at the common point of contact. 
We were now waiting every day for the 
barks which were to follow our march, on, 
board which were our provifions, ammu- 
nition, and the clothing of our troops. The 
wind, contrary to what generally prevails at 
this feafon, had been uniformly favourable 
for the arrival of the barks, and yet they were 
not come. We had difpatched feveral ex- 
preffes to gain fome tidings of them; but 
‘the firft that we fent had perifhed in paffing 
through the revolted villages, and the others 
did not appear, fo that we were compelled 
to lofe our moft favourable feafon in inac- 
tion. The country even might begin to think 
that we feared to meet the Mamelukes, and 
this opinion would difaffect the peafants to- 
wards us: indeed they already refufed to 


pay 
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pay the miri, alledging as a teafon, that there 
muft be a battle, and they would pay it to 
the conqueror, ‘dis 

On the 9th of January, the tenth day of 
our arrival, Genéral Defaix determined to 
fend his cavalty to Siut, to know abfolutely 
what was become of his maritime convoy, 
We had previoufly fent from Girgeh a bata 
talion to Bardis, in queft of provifion ; the 
office? who commanded it informed us, oft 
the evening of the ninth, that the Mameés— 
lukes had given out that on the eleventh they 
would march ftom Hau, to reach us on the 
hext day; and that they were abfolutely 
determined to give us battle. This news 
was confirmed from every quarter ; although 
Defaix was not convihced that the great ob- 
jeat of our withes was at hand, he had ad- 
ditional réafon to complain of our flotilla, 
which by depriving 1 us of sie affiftance of 

Vor, II. | Oe vies our 
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our cavalry, would prevent us from mak= 
ing advantage of our victory, in. cafe we 
gained one; for infantry alone can never do 
more with the Mamelukes than accept of 
battle, not being able to compel them to ity 
ot oblige them to continue it longer than 
they think proper. 

Another peft with which we were much 
haraffed, was a perpetual theft, which was 
contrived by the offenders in fuch a manner 
that no rigour of military execution could 
protect our arms or our horfess | Every night 
the inhabitants {tole into our camp like rats, 
and lutking about, they generally found an 
opportunity to {eize fome article of plunder, 
and carry it away with them. Some of the 
robbers had been caught in. the very fact, 
and {acrificed to the rage of the foldiers on. 
guard ; it was hoped that this rigour would 
prove a falutary example; the guard was 

doubled, 
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doubled, and yet on the fame day two of 
the artillery forges were taken off; but the 
_ robbers were apprehended and thot imme- 
diately.. In the night which followed this 
execution, the horfes of the aid-de-camp of 
the gencral of cavalry were ftolen: the gene- 
ral laid a wager that they would not touch 
any of his property, but the next day his 
horfe alfo difappeared, and the plunderers’ 
had pulled down part of a wall in order to 
furprife the general himéfelf, which failed 
only on account of day-light coming before 
they were prepared. | 
On the 10th we learnt that Murad- stay 
had invited the Arab thieks of the villages 
which had fubmitted to us to rendezvous at 
Girgeh, and march againft us. On the 12th, 
the day in which we were to have been at« 
tacked, feveral of thefe fhieks fent us a let- 
ter, informing us that they remained faithful 
C8 to 
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to their treaty, arid denounced to us thofe 
who had promifed to march to join Murad ; 
but the encouriter which they had had with 
our cavalry difconcerted their plans. 

The {ky was cloudy on the 11th, and we 
faffered froth it as if it were a fharp winter's 
day, though it would have been reckoned in | 
Hurope fine April weather; fo much is the 
abfence of a bleffing confidered as a pofitive 
evil! On this day, however; which we 
complained of fo much, I faw a vine-ftalk 
as green as in the month of July; the leaves 
in this country only harden, become red, 
and dry; whilft the end of the branch perpe- | 
tually renews its verdure : the creeping peas 
do the fame, their ftalk becomes wooay ; 
and I have feen fome that were forty feet 
. high, and had climbed to the tops of trees. 

We learned alfo that there had arrived © 
from wiih by the way of Coffeir, an in- 


numerable 
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mumerable troop of foot foldiers to join 
Murad-Bey, and ober they wete on their 
march to attack us. : | 
On the 13th we were informed that our 
cavalry had fallen in with a-number of the 
enemy at Menfhieth, had put to the fword a 
thoufand of thefe deluded people, and had 
purfued their march. This was certainly 
not a leffon of fraternization ; but our pofi- 
tion, perhaps, rendered an act of feverity 
neceflary: this province, which had always 
the reputation of being very turbulent, and 
very formidable, required to be taught that 
they could not brave us with impunity ; it 
was, befides, our policy to conceal from them, 
that our means were {mall, and our refources 
difperfed ; and to give them the impreflion 
of our being as vindictive when provoked, as 
mild when treated with refpect; and that 
we fhould punifh feverely thofe who were 
gift, ES Og adpated 
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difpofed to doubt that all we did was finally 
for their own good. | 
We prepared to march as foon as our ca~ 
valry returned, whether our flotilla was to 
come at laft, or whether we fhould be obliged 
to give it up; for by remaining here we did 
but encreafe the evils of our fituation, and 
thofe which we were obliged to make the 
inhabitants fuffer in keeping up this con- 
ftant ftate of war, uncertainty, and diforga- 
nization, — ) | 
Still no tidings of our cavalry on the 14th. 
We arnuted ourfelves with hearing Arabian 
tales, in order to kill time, and relieve our 
impatience. The Arabs relate ftories fo 
flowly, that’ our interpreters could follow 
them almoft without interrupting the nar- 
rative. They retain the fame paffion for 
thefe tales as we have long been familiar 
with in the thoufand and one tales of the 


fultana 
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fultana Scherafade; and in this refpect, 
Defaix and myfelf almoft equalled the ful- 
tan; his prodigious memory loft fcarcely a 
fingle phrafe of what he had heard; and I 
forebore to write them down, as he promifed 
ts repeat them to me from memory, word 
for word: I obferved, however, that if thefe 
- relations were not rich in natural images _ 
and juft fentiment (a merit which feems to 
belong exclufively to the writers of the 
north), they abound in extraordinary events 
and interefting fituations, occafioned by high 
and ftrong paffions: thefe writers make 
abundant ufe of all the machinery of caftles, 
iron grates, poifons, daggers, rapes, night 
adventures, miftakes, treachery; in fhort, 
all that can embroil a narration, and appear 
to render the denouement impoffible, and yet 
the ftory always finifhes very naturally in 
the cleareft and moft fatisfatory manner. 
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This js the merit of the inventor, and to 
this the narrator adds that of precifion and 
‘declamation, which are in high efteem with 
the audience; and thus it happens that the 
fame ftory is told by feveral relators fuccef- 
fively with equal intereft and fuccefs; one 
giving in a better ftyle of declamation the 
pathetic and amorous part; another throw- 
ing more intereft into the battle fcenes and 
- thofe of horror; and a third humouring the 
laughable events: in. fhort, it is their thea- 
| trical entertainment; and as we go toa play 
the firtt time for the piece, and afterwards 
for particular ators; fo with the Arabs, 
thefe repeated reprefentations do not fatigue 
the auditors. Thefe tales are followed with 
difcuffions; the parts which have excited 
applaufe are criticifed, and thus the talents 
of the performers ; are brought to greater per- 
feiion; and all thofe who have acquired a 

high 
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high pitch of excellence in this art He in 
great eftimation, as they contribute to the 
happinefs of a whole family or evena horde, 
The Arabs have alfo their poets, even their 
improvifatores, who exhibit at great feafts, 
and they appear to be enchanted with them. 
I have heard them, but when their fongs are 
not narrative, they doubtlefs lofe much by 
being tranflated; they feemed to me to be 
only concetti, or a very infipid play upon 
words: thefe poets too have very fingular 
manners, and particular tricks or geftures, 
which diftinguifh them indeed from others, 
but give an appearance of infanity that in- 
fpired me with pity and repugnance; which 
was not the cafe with the narrators of the 
tales, who appear to have much more talent 
and nature, | 

Our delays ought to have diftrefled me 
lefs than others, fince it gave me time to 
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allay the: inflammation of. my eyes but | 
partook of the impatience of Defaix, who de- 
pended: on the refources which our convoy 
had on board) the abfence of which paralyfed 
| all his ‘operations in every quarter, and left 
him i in a diftrefling ftate of inaction. Hap- 
pily we had few fick and wounded, for the 
pliyficians, whowere without remedies, could 
‘only look on, to tell them what fhould have 
been done for them, and could adminifter 
nothing ; howev er, we eftablithed a hofpital, 
ovens, and a magazine, and we had a barrack 
- fufficiently well "fortified to be defended 
: againft any infurrection or attack of the 
peafants, and to hold in fecurity three 
hundred men, in this little inlet of a poft on 
‘the Nile: ; 

~ Not knowing well what to do for my in- 
flamed eyes, I went to the baths of the 
town, and found much eafe. from this re- 
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medy. I fhall here refer my reader to the 
elegant defcription given of thefe Egyptian 
baths by Savary, whofe rich imagination has 
fet before his readers a very lively picture of 
the pleafure which they afford, and the vo- 
luptuous gratification which they are capable 
of procuring. Itook a drawing of the bath — 
which Iufed. (See Plate XVI.) 

The morning of the 15th was cold enough 
to make one with for a fire, but it was xa- 
ther the chillnefs of a raw morning in 
May, for on putting my head out of my 
window, I faw the birds alive and a¢tive, 
and bufy in making their nefts:. in. the 
evening of this day it thundered, a very rare 
occurrence in this country, which happens 
hardly oftener than once in a generation, 
by a concourfe of circumftances perhaps not 
difficult of explanation. The north wind, 
which is the moft conftant of all thofe that 


prevail 
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prevail in this part of the world, brings from 
the fea the clouds of a colder region, rolls 
them along through the valley of Egypt, 
where a burning fun rarefies them and re- 
duces them to vapour ; when this vapour 1s 
driven into Abyffinia, the fouth wind which 
crofies the lofty and cold mountains of this 
country, fometimes brings back a few {cat- | 
tered clouds, which, as they experience but 
little change of temperature when return- 
ing over the humid valley of the Nile in 
flood-time, remain condenfed, and at times 
produce, without thundet or tempeft, {mall 
hafty fhowers. But, as the eaft and weft 
winds, which are in general the parents of 
ftorms, both crofs burning deferts, which 
dither abfarb the clouds or raife the vapour 
to fuch a height as to be able to pafs over 
’ the narrow valley of Upper Egypt, without 
being able to undergo detonation by the 
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Operation of the waters of the river, the phe- 
nomenon of thunder becomes fo rare an 
occurrence to the inhabitants of this coun- 
try, that even the thinking people who refide 
here do not attempt to affion to ita phyfical 
caufe. General Defaix having queftioned a 
perfon in the law in this place on the caufe 
of thunder, he replied, with the perfe@ con- 
fidence of convictoin: We know very 
« well that it 1s an angel, but fo {mall in fta« 
«© ture that he cannot be perceived in the 
‘air; he has however the power of con- 
« ducting the clouds of the Mediterranean, 
‘into Abyffinia, and when the wickednets 
‘“‘ of men is at its height, he makes his voice 
oneara, which is a voice of menace and re- 
‘* proach; and as a proof that he has alfo © 
the difpofal of punifhment, he opens a 
‘little way the gate of heaven, whence darts 
* out the lightning ; but as the clemency 
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«¢ of God 1s infinite, never is his wrath carried 
*« further in Upper Egypt.” 

It was a matter of furprize to us to hear 
-a fenfible-looking man, with a venerable 
white beard, relate fuch a puerile tale. 
Defaix wifhed to explain to him in another 
manner this pheriomenon, but che old man 
thought it fo inferior to his own, that heeven 
did not take the trouble to liften to it. It 
had by this time rained all night, which ren- 
dered the ftreets muddy, flippery, and hardly 
paffable. Here finifhes the hiftory of our 
winter, which I {hall not again have occafion 
to mention. We 

We had now fet up ovens after the man-’ 
ner of the country, and baked bifcuit for 
ourfelves. ‘The Egyptians manage their 
ovens with great {kill and addrefg; for, in- 
dividually, they are dextcrous and induftri- 
ous, and as they have fcarcely more tools to 


work 
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work with than any favage, it Is furprifing 
how much they do with their fingers, the 
inftruments to which they are commonly 
reduced; and with their feet, with which 
they affift their hands wonderfully. As 
workmen they have one great recommenda- 
tion, which is, that they are patient and 
unaffuming, and ready to repeat their work 
till it is done to your mind. I know not 
whether they can be made brave; but we 
ought not-to fee, without fome apprehenfion, 
the qualities of good foldiers which they 
already exhibit; they are eminently fober, as 
active on their legs as couriers, centaurs on 
horfeback, and tritons in {wimming; and yet 
four thoufand French exercife abfolute em- 
pire over feveral millions of fuch men, pof- 
{effing fuch formidable qualities of body; fo 
ftrongly impreffed on the mind of fome per- 
- fons is the habit of obedience, as that of 


command 
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command is on others, and this ftate core 
tinues till one party flumber over their abufé 
of power, whilft the others at laft awake at 
the noife of their chains. | 

On the igth of January our cavalry re- 
turned; they brought us the welcome news 
of thé arrival of our barks, and gave us thé 
particulars of a battle which they had fought 
with feveral Marnelukes and their allies, whd 
had fpread the intelligence that they had 
forced our pofition and defeated us, and that 
our cavalry were the wrecks of the French 
army, who were endeavouring to make 
good their return to Caito. Two thoufand 
_ Arabs on horfeback, and five or fix thoufand 
peafants on foot, had intended to cut off out 
cavalry, arid for this purpofe had advanced 
| beyond Tata to ineet them: when our troops 
difcovered them they began to form; but 
the enemy fuppofing that our cavalry would 
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uecline the combat, had charged va their. 
accuftomed diforder, that ‘is to fay, with fome 
of the boldeft in front, and the reft in the | 
middle, all ftriking and never parrying: but 
at the fecond difcharge, the enemy, afto- 
nifhed to receive from cavalry a fire as well 
kept up as that of a battalion, began to give 
way, and having loft forty of, their: men, 
with about a hundred wounded, they had 
difperfed in different directions, deferting 
their poor infantry, who as ufual had been 
- fabred, and would have been entirely deftroy~ 
ed, if night had not affifted their efcape. 
On the 20th our long expected boats ar- 
rived; and the fupplies which they brought 
with them, and above all, the mufick of one 
of our demi-brigades playing ‘favourite 
French airs, gave us all fuch a furprifing 
. fenfation of delight ‘at Girgeh, that we for- 
got all the fretting impatience under which 
aiVer, I. Dau ee 
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we had of late {© much fuffered. Alas, it 
was the fong of the menaced fwan! but let 
us not anticipate events; 1m war time, above 
all, the prefent moment muft be enjoyed, 
fince no one can command the facceeding, 

On the 21ft, the advance-money and the 
brandy, with which we were now fupphied, 
gave anew pleafure to the life of the foldier, 
who, already tired of eating his fix eggs for 
a fous, fet out with joy to meet with frefh 
hardships. 

We had been for twenty-one days tiring 
ourfelves with the inaétion to which we had 
been compelled; I knew that I was near 
Abydus, where Ofymandyas had built a tem- 
ple, and where Memnon had refided. I was _ 
conftantly urging Defaix to fend thither a 
- reconnoitring party as far as El-Araba, where 
I daily heard there were feveral ruins; and 
| as often Defaix faid to mé, “I will conduct 


6o you 
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“you thither myfelf; Murad-Bey is two 
‘* days journey from us, he will come up to — 
‘us the day after to-morrow, and we fhall 
«then give him battle; and when we fhall 
“have beat him, we can then beftow as 
** much time as you will on antiquities, and 
J will help you myfelf to meafure them.’ 
My good friend was certainly in the right, 
and even if it were not fo, I muft have con- 
tented myfelf. | 

At laft, on the ood, we saciinad Girgeh 
at the approach of night, and we paffed di- 
re@tly oppofite to the antiquities. Defaix 
dared not look-me in the face: “If Iam 
‘killed to-morrow,” faid I to him, « my 
ce ghoft will be always haunting you, repeat- 
* ing in your ears El-Araba.” In truth, he 
recolle&ted my menace, for five months after 
he fent from Siut a order for an detachment _ 
to be given me to efcort me to El-Araba- | 


D 2 | We 


52 TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 


| We arrived before a village : it was only 
the next day we learnt that it was called Els 
Befera, for in the evening there was not a 
“ingle inhabitant left to fpeak to. For my 
own part, I was not very forry to find thefe 
villages empty, as it prevented me from hear- — 
ing the cries of the inhabitants, from whom 
we were obliged to fupply our wants by 
force; whereas when they were apprifed of 
our coming every thing was removed, even 
to the doors and window-cafes; and a vil- 
lage thus ftript only two hours before, had 
the appearance ofa ruin a century old. 7 

‘The next day, as I was fetting out the 
{orethott on the march, having the leaft to 
do, I was the firtt to perceive the Mamelukes: 
They advanced towards us, fhewing a front 
of an immenfe extent. We immediately 
formed in three {quares, two of infantry for 


our ‘wings, and our cavalry in. the centre; 
flanked 
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flanked with eight pieces of artillery on the 
angles. In this order we marched, taking 
the route to Samanhut, a village’of confider- 
able elevation, below which we hoped to 
take a good pofition. The Mamelukes now 
dividing their force, turned us in three 
points, and began to fire their pieces, and to 
fet up their war. cries, before we even 
thought of ufing our artillery,,. A body of 
volunteers from Mecca were potted ipia . 
ravine between the village and our army, 
and fired from under cover on the {quare of.. 
our twenty- -firt. Defaix fent a detachment 
of infantry to diflodge them from their 
trenches, and another of cavalry to purfue 
them when they were driven out : of their 
poft. The cavalry, which was too eager, 
madethe attack too foon and to difadvantage; 
one of our men was killed, another wounded, 
and the aid-de-camp Rapp, received a fabre 

: | D3 wound, 
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wound, which would have brought him to 
the ground, had not a volunteer parried off 
four more blows that were aimed at him: 
the Mecca troop, however, was repulfed. 
Chaffeurs were now fent to the village to 
diflodge thofe of the enemy who had taken 
poft there; the Mamelukes drew up to at- 
tack our left, whilft another party threaten- 
ed out right; they had at one time a favour: 
able moment for charging us, but they he- 
fitated, and loft an opportunity which never 
again occurred. However, they continued 
to prance round us, making a moft brilliant 
difplay of their glittering arms, and of their 
{kill in horfemanfhip, in which they exhi- 
bited all the oriental {plendour ; but the rigid 
feverity of our northern difcipline prefented 
a {pectacle equally formidable and com-— 
manding; the contraft however was ftrik- 
‘ing; ; it was iron in battle array againtt gold ; 
, the 


rs 
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the whole plain fparkled with polithed arms. 
and accoutrements, and the picture was 
beautiful. Our artillery fired on the whole 
’ front of the enemy at once, who made a 
falfe attack on our right, in which feveral 
of their men were killed, Qné of their 
leaders, {truck with a bullet, fell down too 
near us to be affifted by his own people ; and 
whilft his foot hung in the ftirrup, the horfe, 
" without abandoning his rider, would not let 
any one approach him; but the cupidity of 
our markfmen was raifed by the gold which 
glittered on the drefs of this unfortunate 
chief, who was thus dragged from place to 
place by his horfe, and made to fuffer the 

horrors of death in many forms, | : 
Another party of chaffeurs had been fent 
to Samanhut, to diflodge the enemy from 
that village alfo. They foon effected their 
aa and Murad himfelf was one ‘of thofe 
D4 ii 
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that fled from this place, which was the poft © 
of his referve: he took the route to Farfhiut. 
This movement divided the whole of the 
enemy's army. Defaix took advantage of it 
to occupy the ground which they were quit- 
ting, and ordered the cavalry to charge thofe 
that {till remained on our right. In an in- 
{tant we faw them in the defert, gaining the 
firft afcent of the mountain with incredible 
fpeed: we thought that, when in this fa- _ 
vourable ground, they would halt, to make 
head again{t our cavalry, but terror and dif- 
order were,among their ranks, and they only 
thought of colleéting together to protect 
their flight; fome of their ftragglers were 
| killed and fome camels taken, a {mall body 
fled feparately on our left, the firing ceafed 
at noon, and at one o'clock none of our ene- 
mies were in fight. We dire&ted our march 
to Farfhiut, which. Murad a had alien dy 


abandoned. 
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This unfortunate town had been pillaged © 
fome hours before by the Mamelukes. The 
fheik was a defcendant of the fheiks Amman, 
who were powerful fovereigns, much re- 


{pected in Said, and in the beginning of this 


century had reigned with equity, and had 


been able to prote@ their fubjects from the 
vexations of the Mamelukes. The prefent 
fheik, who had been conquered by Murad, 
and was reduced to a ftate of weaknefs and 
poverty, had feen with pleafure his avengers 
- gn us, and had prepared bifcuit for our arri- 
: val; but Murad, defeated and obliged to fly, 
had fent for this old prince before he left 
Farfhiut, had loaded him with reproaches, 
and in his rage had cut his head off with his 
own hand. When our troops arrive they com- 
pleat the pillage of the magazines ; the gene- 
 rale 1s beat to prevent this diforder, but the 
whole army was equally in fault, and muft 


have 
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have been punifhed: a forced march is im- 
mediately ordered, and to efcape the re- 
proaches and élamour of the inhabitants, we 
_ fet put on our march at midnight. » 

The darknefs was frightful, and the cold 
fevere enough to oblige us to light a fire every 
time that the artillery halted. As Defaix, 
his aides-de-camp, and myfelf, were ftand- 
ing under the fhelter of a wall by one of our 
fires, we received a volley from fome fufl- 
leers at the top of the wall: they were fome 
of the volunteers from Mecca who. ftill 
hovered about us, for it was our deftiny to 
meet with them every where; they were 
twenty in number, and we killed eight of 
then: the others efcaped, owing to the 
darknef$ of the night. Thefe volunteers, 
"who called themfelves noble, wore the green 
turban, as defcendants of the race of Ali: and 
the vagabond chevaliers, who lived by plun- 

dering 
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dering the caravans on the fhore of Gidda, 
were now urged by their noble zeal, and 
tempted by the dead time of year for their 
ufual occupation, to come and attack a Eu- 
ropean people, who they thought were co-. 
yered with gold, that would repay by an 
ample booty all their toils and hazards. 
Armed with three javelins, a pike, a dag- 
ger, a brace of piftols, and a carabine, they | 
attack with boldnefs, refift with ‘obftinacy ; 
and though mortally wounded, feem afto- | 
 nifhingly tenacious of life; for in this lat 
rencounter, I faw one. of them ftill {trike at 
and wound two of our men, whilft they 
were holding him nailed againft a wall 
with their bayonets. | 
We arrived at Haw an hour before fun- 
rife. The Mamelukes had jutt left it; one » 
party of the beys had entered the defert 
with their camels, to arrive at Efmeh by this. 
route _ 
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route in a day anda half, the reft had fol- 
lowed the courfe of the Nile, which requires 
a journey of fix days. _ | 

Haw, or the ancient Diofpolis Parva is in 
a fine military fituation; it poffefles no re- 
mains of antiquity. | 

Here we halted digine the had and fet 
out an hour before night, which, as we knew 
by the experience of yefterday, would be » 
dark, and attended with danger for the march 
of our artillery. But the conqueft of Egypt, 
which had begun fo aufpicioufly by the bat- 
- tle of the pyramids, would have finifhed with 
equal brilliance by the battle of Thebes, if we 
‘could have brought our Fabins, Murad-Bey, 
to compleat action. How many forced 
marches has the remembrance of this battle 
coft us! but Defaix was not the fpoiled child 
of fortune, and his ftar was cloudy : expe- 
rience could not convince him of our ina- 


bility 
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bility to purfue the enemy with an equal 
fpeed; he would hear nothing which could 
throw a damp on his hopes. The artillery 
was too cumberfome, the infantry too flow, 
the ftrong cavalry too heavy, nothing but the 
light cavalry could keep pace with his eager 
withes: aad I am fure that he lamented not 
| being a fimple captain, that he might follow 
his: impetuous ardour, and charge Murad at 
the head of his company. At laft we. fet 
out, and after being enlightened by the illu- 
: five fplendour of an aurora borealis, and 
waiting for the moon’s rifing till half after 
ten, we arrived at eleven at a large village, 
the name of which I ee never learn, and 
where, unfortunately for their reputation, 
and to the. great misfortune of the inhabi- 
tants, our foldiers mifbehaved......We left 
this place at the firft dawn of day, on the, 
15th of January. The tongue of cultivated 
land now became more narrow on the left 
| | PSO bankk 
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bank on which we were marching, but 
encreafed on the right bank in nearly the 
fame proportion. 

At laft we entered the defert, and WE | 
- there faw a wild beaft, which by its fize and 
remarkable form we took to be a hyena. 
We pufhed. on to overtake it, but it ran 
from us as faft as we could gallop, and we 
were obliged to give up the purfuit. 

We were now approaching Tentyra in 
our march, and here I ventured to fpeak to 
Defaix of halting, but he anfwered me with 
fome ill-humour: this difpleafure, however, 
latted but a moment, for foon after, refum- 
ing his natural fenfibility, he came to me, and 
partaking of my love for the fine arts, he 
| fhewed himfelf even a warmer friend “to 
them than myfelf. Endowed with a truly 
rare delicacy of mind, he had united a love 
of all the amiable paffions with an madeat 

eer thirft 
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thirft for glory; and to a great extent of 
knowledge, which he already poffeffed, he 
‘added a conftant defire of encreafing the - 
{tores of his mind with all the means of in-. 
_ formation which fell in his way, fo that his 
active curiofity rendered his fociety always 
agreeable, and his converfation interefting. 
We arrived at Tentyra. The firft objec 
which I faw was a fimall temple on the left 
-hand of the road, in fo bad a ftyle and pro- 


portions of architecture, that at a diftance 


I took it to be the ruins of a mofque. In 


turning back to the right, I found buried in 
a gloomy heap of ruins a gate, built -of 
enormous maffes covered with hieroglyphics; 
and through this’ gate I had a view of the 
temple. I wifh I could here transfufe into 
the foul of my readers the fenfation which | 
experienced. I was too much loft in afto- 
nifhment to be capable of cool judgment; 

a all 
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all that Vhad feen hitherto feign here but 
| to fix my adiivation: This monument 
feemed to me to have the primitive charae- 
ter of a temple in the highett perfection. - 
| Covered with ruins as it was, the fenfation a 
of filent piped which it excited i in my mind. 
appeared to me a proof of its impreffive | 
afpe@t; and without being partialin_ favour 
of the antique, “I may add, that the whole 
army experienced fimilar feelings. _ 

Before entering into particulars Iet us Tre- 
fer to the different views for a general idea 
of the extent and plan of this edifice, its 
| prefent ftate, and the picturefque effe& which 

“it exhibits. (See Plates XVIU. XIX. and 
‘XX. ) Thefe views will give an idea of the 
‘fituation of the antient city of Tentyra, 
which was built on the borders of the defert, 

on the loweft level ofthe Lybian chain, the Ne 
foot a which} 18 wathed AY the waters of the. ale 
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inundation of thé Nile at the diftance of a 


league from its bed. 


Nothing is more fimple and better put to- 


gether than the few lines which compofe 


this archite@ure. The Egyptians, borrowing 
nothing from the ftyle of other nations, have 


here added no foreign ornament, no fuper- 


fluity of materials: order and fimplicity are 
the principles which they have followed, 
and they have carried them to fublimity, 
At this point they have {topped, and have 


attached fo much importance to preferving 


the unity of defign, that though they have 
loaded the walls of thefe edifices with bas- 
reliefs, infcriptions, and hiftorical and {cien- 


tific reprefentations, none of thefe rich’ ad- 


ditions interfe@ts a fingle line of the general 


_ plan, all of which are religioufly preferved 


. 
A a 


anbrolbens the fumptuous, and rich deco- 
rations which appear to the eye when clofe 
Wor. I], is to 
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to the building, all vanifh ata fhort diftance, 
and leave full to view the grand elements 
of architetural compofition, which are dic- 
tated by found reafon, It never rains in — 
this climate; all that is wanted therefore is 
a covering of plat-bands to. give fhade, but 
beyond this, neither roof. nor pediment are 
added; the plain-flope is the principle of 
folidity; they have therefore adopted this 
form for every main fupporter, doubtlefs 
with the idea that ftability is the firft im- 
preffion that architeéture fhould vive, and — 

is an effential conftituent-of this art. With — 
Lek people; the ded of the immortality of 
the Deity is prefented by the eternity of his 
temple: thefe ornaments, which are always 
tational, always con fiftert, always fignificant, © 
demontftrate a fteadinefs. of principle, a tafte 
founded upon truth, and a deep train of rea~ 
foning; and if we even had not a full con- 
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viction of the eminent height to which they 
had attained in the abftract {ciences, their 
architecture alone, in the ftate in which we 
now find it, would give the obferver of the 
prefent day a high opinion of the antiquity 
of this nation, of its cultivation, and the. 
impieflive gravity of its character. us 

I have already faid, that I defpair of be- 
ing able to exprefs aii that I felt_on ftanding 
under the portico of Tentyra. I felt that I 
was in the fan@uary of the artsand {ciences, 
How many periods prefented themfelves to 
my imagination at the fight of fuch an edi- 
fice! how many ages of creative ingenuity 
were requifite to bring a nation to fuch a 
degree of perfection and fublimity in the 
arts! and how many more of oblivion to 
caufe thefe mighty produ@tions to be forgot- 
ten, and to bring back the human race to 
the ftate of nature in which I now found 


Ee oy them 
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them on this very fpot ! Never was there a 
place which condenfed in a narrower com- 
pafs the well-marked memorial of a progref- 
five lapfe of ages. What unceafing power, 
what riches, what abundance, what fuper- 
fluity of means muft a government poffefs 
which could erect fuch an edifice, and find 
within itfelf artifts capable of conceiving 
and executing the defign, of decorating and 
enriching it with every thing that {peaks 
to the eye and to the underftanding! Never 
did the labour of man fhew me the human 
race in fucha {plendid point of view: in 
the ruins of Tentyta the Egyptians appeared 
to me giants. ag 
I wifhed to take every thing on paper, but 
I could hardly venture to begin the work; 
I felt that, not being able to raife my powers 
to the height which was before my admir- 
ing eyes, I fhould only fhew the imperfection 
; . of 
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of the imitative art; for in no place had I 
ever been furrounded with fo many objects 
to elevate my imagination. Thefe monu- 
ments, which imprinted on the mind the 
re{fpect due to the fanctuary of the Divinity, 
were the open volumes, in which fcience was 
unfolded, morality diétated, and the ufeful 
arts promulgated; every thing fpoke, every 
- object was animated with the fame mind. 

The opening of the doors, the angles, the 
~ mott private recefs, ftill prefented a leffon, 
a precept of admirable harmony, and the 
lighteft ornament on the graveft feature of 
the architecture revealed, underlivingimages, 
the abftract truths of aftronomy. Painting 
added a further charm to fculpture and ar- 
chitcAure, and produced at the fame time an 
agreeable richnefs, which did not injure 
either the general fimplicity or the gravity 
of the whole. To all appearance, painting, 
E3 ie 4B 
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in Egypt, 9 was «thee only a an auxiliary ora 
ment, and not. a particular art: the feulp= 
ture was emblematical, and, if L may fo call 
it, architectural. Architecture, therefore, 
was the great art, or that which was dictated 
by utility, and we may ftom this circum- 
{tance alone infer the ptiority, ‘or at leaft the 
fuperior excellence of the Egyptian over the 
Indian art, fince the former, borrowing 
nothing from the latter, has become the 
~ bafis of all that 1 is the fubject of admiration 
in modern art, and of what we have con- 
fidered as exclufively belonging to archi- 
: tecture, the: three Greek orders, the doric, 
tonic, and corinthian. We fhould, there-_ 
fore, be cautious of entertaining the falfe 
idea, which ‘is fo prevalent, that the Egyp- 
ai architecture is the infancy of this art, 
fince it is in fact the compleat type. sc): 
Twas particularly ftruck with the beauty Beg 
of 


wes) 
sn SY 
; rag . 


¥ / } yp De “ee f J 7g ca 
» Songs woo of the ° Janclaary of the ¢ Aemfle ah e Jenty rape 


( 


Published by Longian k-Rees, b Richard. Phillips , 


“‘PRAVELS IN EGYPT. | Fi 


of the gate ‘whiot clofed the eudeene of 
the temple: all the ornaments which ar 
chite@ure has fince added to this fpecies of | 
decoration, have only diminifhed the gene- 
ral ftyle. (See Plate XIX.) 

I could not,expect to find any thing in | 
Egypt more compleat, more perfect, than 
Tentyra ; I was confufed by the multipli- | 
city of objects, aftonifhed by their novelty, 
and tormented by the fear of never again 
vifiting them. On caftiny my eyes on the 
ceilings I had perceived zodiacs, planetary 
fyftems, and celeftial planifpheres, repre- 
ented in a tafteful arrangement; the walls. 
I had obferved to be covered with groups of — 
pictures exhibiting the religious rites of this 
people, their labours in agriculture and the — 
arts, and their moral precepts ; I faw that 
_ the Supreme Being, the firft caufe, was 
f every where depicted by the emblems of his 
; E4 pan attri- 
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attributes; every thing was equally impor= 
tant for my pencil, and I had but a few 
_ hours to examine, to refle& on, and ‘to 
copy what, it had been the labour of ages 
to conceive, to put together, and to de- 
corate. Our national impatience was dif- 
mayed with the conftancy of application ex- 
hibited by the people who had executed 
thefe monuments ; throughout was fhewn 
equal care and equal affiduity, which would 
make one believe that thefe edifices were 
not the works of their kings, but that they | 
were conftructed at the expence of the na-- 
tion, under the direction of colleges of priefts, 
and by artifts whofe labours was circum- 
{cribed by invariable rules. _ A feries of years 
might, indeed, have brought the arts toa 
higher degree of perfection in fome particu- 
lars; but each temple is fo equally finithed 
in all its parts, that they appear all to have 


been 
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been executed by the fame hand; no one 
portion is better or worfe than any another; 
there appears neither negligence nor the bold 
{trokes of a more exalted genius, uniformity 
and harmony prevail throughout. The art 
of fculpture, here made fubfervient and at- 
tached to that of architecture, appears to 
have been circumfcribed in principle, in. 
method, and in ftyle of execution; a fingle 
figure expreffes nothing when taken out of 
its exact ftation in the group in which it is 
apart; the {culptor had its defign chalked 
out for him, and could not introduce any | 
deviation which might alter the true mean- 
ing that it was intended to convey: it was 

with thefe figures as with the cards that we 
~ ufe for our games, the imperfedtion of de- 
fign is overlooked, that no obftacle may 
arife in inftantly diftinguifhing the value of 
each. ‘The perfection given by the Egyp- 


tians 
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- tains to the reprefentations of theit animals, 
proves that they were not without an idea 
of that bold ftyle which expreffes much cha- 
racter in a few lines, and their ‘execution 
tended to the grave, and to ideal perfection, 
as we have already remarked in the mftance 
of the fphinx. 

As to the character of the human figure, 
as they borrowed nothing from other na- 
tions, they could only copy from their own, 
which is rather delicate than fine. The 
female forms, however, refemble the figure 

Sof beautiful women of the prefent day, round 
and voluptuous, a {mall nofe, the cyes long, 
half fhut, and turned up at the outer angle, 

“Tike thofe of all perfons whofe fight is habi- 
tually fatigued by the burning heat of the 
fun, or the dazzling white of {fnow; the 
cheeks round ‘and rather thick, the’ lips 
pouting, the mouth large, but cheerful and 


. {miling ; 
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fmiling; in fhort, the "African character, 
of which the negro is the exaggerated pic- 
ture, though perhaps the original type. 

The hieroglyphics, which are executed ) 
in n three different manners, are alfo of three 
fpecies, and may take their date from as 
many diftin@ periods. From the examina- 
tion of the different edifices which have 
fallen under my eye, I imagine that the 
moft ancient of thefe characters are only 
fimple outlines cut in without relief, and 
_ very deep; the next in age, and which pro- 
duce the leaft effe&t, are fimply in a very 
fhallow relief; and the third, which feem 


to belong to a more improved age, and are 


executed at Tentyra more perfeétly than in 
any other part of Egypt, are in relief below 
the level of the outline. By the fide of the 
figures which compofe thefe tabular pieces 
OF: {culpture, there are aise hicroglyphics, 
which. 


/ 
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which appear to be only the explanation of 
the fubjects at large, and in which the forms 
are much {implified, fo as to give a more 
rapid mode of infcription, or a. kind of, fort 
hand, if we may apply the term to feulpture. . 

A fourth kind of hieroglyphics appears to 


be devoted fimply to ornament: we have 


improperly termed it, I know not why, the 
arabefque. It was adopted by the Grecks, 
and in the age of Auguftus was introduced 
among the Romans;. and in the fifteenth 
century, during the reftoration of the arts, 
it was tranfmitted by them to us asa fan- 
taftic decoration, the peculiar tafte of which 
formed all its merit. Among the Egyptians, 
who employed thefe ornaments with equal 
tafte, every object had a meaning or a moral, 
and at the fame time formed the decoration 
of the friezes, the cornices, and the fur-hafe- 
ments of their architecture; as an example 


of which, fee Fig. 1. Plate XL. 
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I have difcovered at. Tentyra the’ repre- 
fentations of the periftyles of temples in 
caryatides, which are executed in painting 
at the baths of Titus, and have been copied 
by Raphael, and which we conftantly ape 
in our rooms, without fufpe@ing that the 
Egyptians have given us the firft models of 
them. . : | | ie 

With my pencil in my hand, I pafled from 
object to object, diftra@ed from one by the 
inviting appearance of the next; conftantly 
attracted to new fubjects, and again torn 
from them, I wanted eyes, hands, and in- 
telligence vaft enough to fee, copy, and re- 
duce to fome order, the multitude of ftrik- 
ing images which prefented themfelves be- 
fore me. I wasafhamed at reprefenting fuch 
fublime objects by fuch imperfect defigns, 
but I wifhed to preferve fome memorial of 
the fenfations which I here experienced, and 


I feared 
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i 
I pikes that Tentyra would efcape from irieé 
‘for ever; that my regret’ equalled my 
prefent enjoyment. » I had juft difcovered, 
ina {mall apartment, a celeftial planifphere, 
awhen the laft rays of day-light made me per- 
ceive that: I was alone here, along. with my 
kind and obliging friend General Beliard, 
who, after having fatisfied his own curiofity, 
would not leave me unprotected in fo defert- 
ed a {pot. ee 94: 

We galloped on, and regained our divifion, 
which was already at Dindera, three quarters 
of a league off Tentyra, where we’ flept. 
Every foldier, every officer, without giving 
or receiving orders,-had turned afide from 
the route, and haftened to Tentyra ; and the 
army had of their own accord remained there | 
? the reft of the day—a day of fuch pleafure, 
as-to reward me for every danger incurred 
in obtaining tt. 


In 


NN 
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In the evening, Latournerie, an officer of 
brilliant courage, and of a refined and deli- 
“cate tafte, faid to me: “Since I have been 
“in Egypt deceived in all my expectations, 
“ I have been conftantly heavy and melan- 
is choly, but Tentyra has cured me; what 
“T have feen this day has repaid me for all 
‘“‘ my fatigues; whatever happens to me in 
-“ the event of this expedition, I fhall all 
“‘ my hife congratulate myfelf at having em- 
“ barked: in it, to have obtained the remem- 
“ brance of this day, which I fhall preferve 


“all the reft of my exiftence.” 


- CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Crocodiles in the River—Afion sfhing Eped of 
the firft Approach to Thebes—General Site 
of the Monuments and the Necropolis— 
Coloffal Statues of Memnon and Ofyman- 
dyas—Names of eminent Vifitors infcribed 
—Palace at Medinet-Abu—Singular Ta- 
marife Tree—Sudden Contraction of the 
Nile—Beautiful Portico at Efneh or La- 
topolis — Hieraconpolis—Etfu—Firft View 
of Apollinopolis Magna—Haraffing March 
through the Defert—Village of Binban, and 
lie Incident. 


E quitted Dindera on the 26th of 
January, continuing our route fouth- 
wards, following the direction of the Nile, 
ina eourfe oppofite to its current. The 


~ country 
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country now exhibited a-new fcenery to our 
eyes: we faw palm-trees much larger than 
any which we had hitherto ‘met with, gi- 
gantic tamarifks, villageshalf a league long, 
and yet the land, which had received the. 
benefit of the inundation, remained uncul- 
tivated. Could i; be that the inhabitants 
chofe to grow no more than was fufficient 
for their own confumption, and thus deprive 
their tyrants of the profit of their fuperfluity? 
In the afternoon, as Defaix and myfelf were 
talking about crocodiles, being near that part 
of the Nile where they are met with, and 
oppofite feveral low {and iflands, their fa- 
vourite refort, we faw fomething long and 
brown lying among a number of ducks; it 
| was a crocodile afleep ; he appeared about 
fifteen or eighteen feet long. We fired on 
him, and he gently entered the water, but 
fome minutes after came out again; a fe- 


Vou. II. F- cond 
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cond fhot made him again plunge in, but 
he again returned to the ifland; his belly 
appeared much ‘larger than that of animals 
of the fame fpecies, which I have {een 
‘ftuffed. 

We learned that one party of the Mame- 
lukes had paffed along the right bank of the 
river, and that the other continued their 
route to Efneh and Syene. Defaix ordered 
the cavalry to fet out at midnight to en- 
deavour to come tip with thefe latter. 

We fet out on the 27th, at two in the 
morning : at eight we found a dead croco- 
dile on the fhore of the river - it was ftill 
frefh ; the length was eight feet: the upper 
jaw, which is the only one that has any mo- 

tion, feems to clofe but indifferently with 
the under, but the throat fupplies the defici- 

ency, for it hangs as loofe as a purfe, and its 

elafticity performs the office of a tongue, of 

ie Ne which 
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which this animal is entirely deftitute; the 
noftrils and ears fhut like the ear-holes of a 
fith, and its {mall clofe-{fet eyes add much to 
the frightfulnefs of its general appearance. 
At nine o clock, in making a fharp turn 
round the point of a projecting chain of 
mountains, we difcovered all at once the fite 
of the ancient Thebes in its whole extent : 
this celebrated city, the fize of which Homer 
has characterized by the fingle | expreffion 
of with a hundred gates, a boafting and po- 
: etical phrafe, that has been repeated with 
fo much confidence for many centuries ; 
this Mitre city, defcribed in a few pages 
dictated to Herodotus by Egyptian priefts, 
that have been fince copied by every hifto- 
rian, celebrated by the number of its kings, 
whofe wifdom has raifed them to the rank 
of gods, by laws which have been revered 
without being promulgated, by {cience in- 
F2 volved 
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volved in pompous and enigmatical infcrip- 
tions, the firft monuments of ancient learn- 
ing which are ftill fpared by the hand of 
time; this abandoned fanQuary, furrounded 
with barbarifm, and again reftored to the 
defert from which it had been drawn forth, 
enveloped in the veil of myftery, and the 
ob{curity of ages, whereby even its own co- 
-Joffal monuments are magnified to the ima- 
gination, {till impreffed the mind with fuch 
gigantic phantoms, that the whole army, fud- 
denly and with one accord, ftood in amaze-+ 
ment at the fight of its fcattered ruins, and 
clapped their hands with delight, as if the 
end and object of their glorious toils, and the 
complete conqueft of Egypt, were accom- 
plifhed and fecured by taking poffeflion of 
the fplendid remains of this ancient metro- 
polis. I took a view of this firft afpect of 
Thebes, along with the fpeCtacle before me; 

| the 
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the knees of the enthufiaftic foldiers ferved. 
me as a table, their bodies asa fhade, whilft 
the dazzling rays of the burning fun en- 
lightened this magnificent fpectacle, and eX- 
hibited the electric emotion of a whole army. 
of foldiers, whofe delicate fenfibility made 
me feel proud of being their companion, and 
glory in calling myfelf a Frenchman. 

The fituation of this town is as fine as can 
well be imagined ; and the immenfe extent 
of its ruins convinces the fpe€tator that fame 
has not magnified its fize; for the diameter 
of Egypt not being fufficient to contain it, 
its monuments reft upon the two chains of © 
mountains which are contiguous, whilft its 
tombs occupy the vallies towards the weft, 
far on into the defert. | 

Four large hamlets divide amongft them 
the remains of the antient monuments of 
3 eueNe whilft the river, by the finuofity of 
F3 its 
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its courte, feems ftill proud of homme pots 


its ruins. 


Soon after noon day we dincl at a eh 


. fert, which was the necropolis or city ofthe 


dead: the rock, excavated on its’ inclined 
plane, prefents three fides of a {quare, with , 
regular openings, behind which are Haute 


and triple galleries, which were ufed as bu- 


rying places. (See Plate XXI. Fig. 2.) I 


entered here on Horfeback, with Defaix, - 


fuppofing that’ thefe gloomy retreats could 


only be the afylum of peace and filence; 


2 but fcarcely were we immerged 1 in the ob- 


fcurity of thefe galleries, than we were af- 


failed with javelins and ftones, by enemies 


. whom: we could not diftinguifh, and this 


put an end to our obfervations. We fince 


learnt that a confiderable number of people 
inlaid thefe obfcure retreats, and that. 
+ prebee hy, from the favage habits contracted. 


there, fy 


Fig. 1. 


ViE7e OF AMO 
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there, they were almoft always in rebellion 
againft authority, and had become the terror 


of the vicinity. Too much in hafte to make 


a fuller acquaintance with the inhabitants, — 


we marched back with precipitation, and 


this time I only faw Thebes on the gallop. 


It had been my lot to ftay for months at 
Zaoyeh, at Benefuef and Girgeh, and to pafs 


by without ftopping at the magnificent ob- 
jects which I had come to vifit.. We arrived 
prefently after at a temple, which I took to 
be of the higheft antiquity, from its ruinous 
appearance, its thorough antique hue, its 


conftruction, which was lefs perfect than the 


reft, the extreme fimplicity of its orna-. 


ments, the irregularity of its outline, and ef- 


pecially the coarfenefs of its fculpture. | Lo} 
took a hafty fketch of it, (as reprefented in 


’ Plate XXII, Fig. 2.) and galloping after the 


troops, ‘who were conftantly marching on, I 


F 4 arrived 


Ue, 
yi 
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arrived at a fecond edifice much more con- 
fiderable, and in a better ftate of preferva- 
tion. I found in my way a ftatue of black 
granite; I call it granite, till it fhall be de- 
termined what is the nature of that ftone 
which has been long denominated bafalt, and 
which is the material of the magnificent 
Egyptian lions, which are at the foot of the 
flight of fteps leading to the Roman capitol. 
(See Plate XXIII.) | 

At the entrance of this temple two fquare 
mounds flank an immenfe gate, and againft 
the inner wall are engraved in two bas-re- 
liefs, the victorious combats of fome hero, 
This piece of fculpture is in the moft irre- 
gular ityle of compofition, without perfpec- 
: . tive, plan, or diftribution, like the firft con- . 
ceptions of the unimproved human mind. I 
have feen at Pompeia rude fketches done by. 
Roman foldiers on the ftucco of the walls; 


they 
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they entirely refembled in ftyle thofe which 
I am now {peaking of, which are like the firft 
attempts of a child, before he has feen any 
thing whereby to arrange his ideas. Here 
the hero is gigantic, and the enemies whom 
he is overthrowing are twenty-five times 
Gaalies than himfelf; if this however could 
be meant for a piece of flattery in the arts, 
it was certainly ill-contrived, fince the hero 
‘could gain no honour by fighting pygmies. 
At fome paces from this gate are the re- 
‘mains of an enormous coloflus; it has been 
wantonly fhattered, for the parts which are 
left have fo well preferved their polifh, and 
the fractures their edges, that it 1s evident, 
if the fpirit of devaftation in mankind had 
trufted to time alone to ruin this monument, 
,we fhould ftill fee it entire and uninjured. 
Suffice it to fay, to give an idea of its dimen- 
fions, that the breadth of the fhoulders is 


twenty- 
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twenty-five feet, which would give about 
feventy-five for the entire height: the figure 
is exact in its proportions, the ftyle middling, — 
‘but the execution perfect; when overfet, it : 
fell upon its face, which hides this intereft- 
ing part; the drapery being broken, we can 
no longer judge by its attributes whether it 
is the figure of a king ora divinity. Is it 
the ftatue of Memnon, or that of Ofyman- 
dyas?—the defcriptions hitherto given of this 
monument throw more confufion than light 
upon this queftion. Ifitis the ftatue of 
Memnon, which appears to me the more 
probable, every traveller for two thoufand 
years muft have miftaken the object of their 
curiofity, as will be feen by the infcription 
of the names on another coloffal ftatue, of 
which I fhall direétly fpeak. | 
One foot of this ftatue remains, which is 
broken off and in good prefervation; it may 
be 
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be eafily carried away, and may give thofe in 
Europe a fcale of comparifon of the monu- 
ments of this fpecies, and will ferve as a com- 
panion to the coloffal feet which are in the 
court of the capitol at Rome. The fpot 
where this figure ftood might be either a 
temple ora palace, or both at the fame time; : 
for if the bas-relief would belong more pro- 
perly to a royal refidence, the figures of eight 
‘priefts, which are in the front of two porti- 
coes in the inner part, would peculiarly in- 
dicate a temple, except indeed they were 
introduced to remind the fovereign that, 
conformably to the law, the priefts ought 
, always to ferve and affift in the exercife of 
monarchical power. 

This ruin, which is fituated on the flope of 


the mountain, and has never been inhabited 


in later times, is fo well preferved inthe parts _ 


that are {till ftanding, that it appears more 
like 
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like a new and unfinifhed building: feveral 
columns are feen here to their very bafes, 
their proportions are grand, but -the ftyle, 
though ‘purer than that of the firft men- 
tioned temple, is however not comparable tq 
that of Tentyra, either for the majefty of the © 
general defign, or for the delicacy in the 
execution of particular parts. It would have 
taken fome time and examination to have 
made out the plan of this temple, but the ca~ 
valry were galloping on, and I was obliged 
to follow them clofely, not to be Hopped for 
ever in my refearches. 

Our attention was arrefted in the plain by 
two large ftatues in a fitting pofture, between _ 
which, according to Herodotus, Strabo, and 
thofe who have copied the relation of thefe 
_ writers, was the famous ftatue of Ofyman- 
dyas, the largett of all thefe coloflal figures. 
Ofymandyas had prided himfelf fo much on 

the 
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the execution of this bold defign, that he 
had caufed an infcription to be engraven on 
the pedeftal of the ftatue, in'which he defied 
the power of man to deftroy this monument, 
as well as that of his tomb, the pompous de- 


{cription of which now appears only a fan- 


' taftic dream. The two ftatues ftill left 


y 


ftanding, are doubtlefs thofe of the mother 
and the fon of this prince, mentioned by He- 
rodotus; that of the king himfelf has dif- 


appeared, the hand of time and the teeth of 


envy appear to have united zcaloufly in its 
deftruction, and nothing of it remains but a 
fhapelefs rock of granite; fo that it requires 
the perfevering look of the amateur, accuf 
tomed to this kind of examination, to diftin- 


guifh any portions of the figure which have | 


_efcaped deftruction ; and even thofe are is 


infignificant, that they can throw no light 
on its dimenfions, ‘The two ftatues ftill ex- 


ifting 
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ifting are in éhe proportion of from fifty to 
- fixty-five feet in height ; they are feated with 
their two hands on their knees; all that re+ 
mains of them fhews a feverity of ftyle, and 
a ftraightnefs of pofition. The bas-reliefs 
and the {mall figures cluftered round the feat 
of the fouthernmoft of thefe ftatues, are not 
without elegance and delicacy in the execu- 
tion. On the leg of the ftatue the moft to 
the north, the names of the illuftrious and 
ancient travellers who came to. hear the 
found of the ftatue' of Memnon are written 
in Greek. We may here fee the great in- 
fluence which celebrity exercifes over the 
minds of men, fince, when the an tee Egyp- 
tian government and the jealoufy of the 
priefts no longer forbade ftrangers to touch 
thefe monuments, the love of the BG ee 
retained its empire over the minds of thofe _ 
that came hither as vifitors. THES, ihe 


age 
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age of Adrian, which was enlightened by 
philofophy, Sabina, the wife of this emperor, 
and-herfelf a literary woman, condefcended, 
along with the learned men who ‘accompa- 
nied her, to acknowledge that the had heard 
founds which no phyfical caufe could have 
produced. But the vanity of infcribing one’s 
- name on fuch antiquities might very eafily 
have produced the firft on the lift, and the 
natural defire of becoming an affociate in 
this kind of glory might have added the reft; 
and this is doubtlefs the reafon of the num- 
“berlefs infcriptions of names which we find 
here, with fo many dates, and in fo many © 
languages. _ | . 

I had hardly begun to draw thefe coloffal 
figures, when I found that I was left alone 
with thefe {tupendous originals, and the ideas 
which thefe folitary objects infpired. Being 
alarmed ‘at my unprotected fituation, I haf- 


tened 
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tened to rejoin my comrades, whofe eager 
curiofity had already led them to a large — 
temple near the village Medinet-Abu. I 
obferved as I paffed by, that the ground about 
the tomb of O fymandyas was cultivated, and. 
that confequently the inundation reached as 
far; fo that although the bed of the Nile was 
raifed, there muft formerly have been fome 
dyke to prevent the water from flooding 
part of the ancient town; which, when we 
croffed it, was a vaft field of green wheat, 
promifing an abundant hary eft. | 
At the right, ajoining the village of Me- 
dinet-Abu, at the bottom of the mountain, is 
a vatt palace, built and enlarged at different 
periods. All that I could make of it in this 
my firft examination on mee was, that 
‘the lower part of this palace which abuts 
againft the mountain, is the moft ancient in 


its conftruction, and 1s covered with hiero- 


glyphics, 
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glyphics, cut very deep and without any re- 
lief; and that in the fourth century, the ca- 
tholic religion converted it to facred pur- 
pofes, and made a church of it, adding two 
rows of pillars in the ftyle of the age, to 
fupport a covered roof. To the fouth of this 
monument there are Egyptian apartments, 
with ladders and fquare windows, the only 
building that I had yet feen here which was 
not a temple; and beyond this are edifices 
rebuilt with old materials, but left unfinith-. 
ed. The firft eagernefs of curiofity being 
fatisfied, Defaix led us off at full gallop, asif 
there had been Mamelukes on the plain, and 
we went two long leagues farther that night, 
till we got to Hermontes, where we flept, 
and for my part I was lodged in a temple. 
After difmounting, I profited by the {mall 
remains of day-light to take a figure of Ty- 
phon or Anubis. This was fo often repeated 
Vor. If. G | in. 
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in the temple where I took up myabode, that 
I concluded the whole to have been dedi- | 
cated to him. He is reprefented ftanding up, 
with a belly like a pig, and breafts fimilar 
to thofe of the Egyptian women of the pre- 
fent day. Two hundred yards to the eaft of 
this temple is a large refervoir, lined with fine 
{tone, with four ladders for defcending into it. 

Four hundred yards fiirthes, in the fame 
direction, are the’ ruins of a church, built in 
the fourth or fifth century, out of the ruins 
of the fineft Egyptian antiquities: the nave 
was decorated with fplendid columns of gra- 
nite, but the whole is overthrown, and no- 
thing is left ftanding but a few fragments 
of the choir, and the arches of the outer en- 
~clofure : this. deftruction is by the hii of 
- nan, for the church was too well built not 
to have refifted the wear of time to the pre- 


fent day. 
| At 
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At night I returned to my.quarters, with 
my head confufed by the profufion of ob- 
jects which had paffed before my eyes in fo 
fhort a fpace of time. I felt as if] had been 
ina dream during the whole of this rich 
day; and, indeed, I could have found deli- 
cious and abundant food for curiofity for a_ 
whole month, in feeing what | had been 
obliged to pafs over. in twelve hours, with- 
out too having it in my power to devote 
any part of the fucceeding day to reflection. 

Inthe morning of the 28th, I faw a ta- 
- marifk of an enormous fize, planted on the 
bank of the Nile: it had been loofened at. 
the roots by. progreflive inundations, and at 
laft overthrown ; the greater number of its 
roots had ranged themfelves upright, and 
produced leaves ; the old branches on which 
the tree had fallen were fixed in the earth, - 
and ferved as a footftool, fo that the enor- 


G 2 mous 
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mous trunk, which remained fufpended hori- 
zontally, by a confufion in the fyftem of cir- 
culation, vegetated in every direction, and 
gave it fucha grotefque appearance, that the 
Turks had not failed to makea miracle of this 
vegetable monfter, which I fhouldhave drawn 
if I had not at that time been much behind 
my divifion, and it would have required a 
good deal of accuracy to have given a faith- 
ful idea of this phenomenon. 

At our halt we found another contraction 
of the Nile. The Lybian chain, turning 
fuddenly towards the eatt, forces the Nile 
againft the Arabian chain. The river, con- 
tracted between thefe two obftacles, has 
overcome the one which offered the leaft 
refiftance, and the current has, in its various © 
{wells, undermined and worn through a bed 
of gravel which oppofed its courfe, below 
the level of the bafe of the Lybian bank; the 

upper 
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upper part, thus deprived of fupport, has 
torn itfelf off by its weight from the adjoin- 
ing portion of the hill, and the rent has 
formed two projecting points of rock. This 
rock, which. is called Gibelin, or the T'wo 
Mountains, ferves as a boundary to one of 
the fubdivifions of Upper Egypt ; and under 
the late government became a barrier for 
the rebel beys, who were banifhed into Up- 
per Said, a barrier which the exiles could 
not pafs without becoming out of the pro- 
tection of the law. Some years back, Of- 
man-Bey, after being fent to Coffeir, accom- 
panied with men who were fecretly charged 
to murder him, inftead of embarking him 
for Mecca, to which place he was fentenced. 
to be exiled, prevented the plans of his af- 
faffins, poffeffed himfelf of the veflel, which 
“was tichly laden, efcaped into Upper Egypt, _ 
and affembled a party of Mamelukes in his 

G3 - favour, 
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favour, who obliged Murad to come to 
terms, and to cede to him the fovereignty 
of all the country between Gibelin and 
syene. 7) / 

After this contraction of the channel of 
the Nile, the valley expands, without, how- 
ever, our obferving any improvement in the 
agriculture. We faw large plains, worn by 
the current of the waters, which were in 
vain waiting for the feed which they would 
have returned to the cultivator with a vatt 
encreafe. 

On the 29th, we arrived early in the 
morning at Efneh, the laft town of any im- 
portance in Egypt. Murad had been obliged 
to evacuate it a few hours before the arrival 
of our cavalry, and to burn here a number of 
his tents and all his heavy baggage, which 
would encumber and flacken his march. 


We therefore had reafon to fuppofe that he 
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was determined to quit Egypt, and to bury 
himéelf in Nubia, in the hope of wearying 
us out, and dividing our forces; for as the 
country affords no refources for the fupply 
of a large body of men marching together, 
he might hope to be able here to rally his 
forces, and to advance through the defert 
to attack our detachments. 

. Efneh is the ancient Latopolis. Some re- 
mains are {till vifible of its port or quay on 
the bank of the Nile, which has been often 
repaired, but, notwith{tanding all that has 
been done for it, ftill remains in a very mi- 
ferable condition. This town alfo contains 
the portico of atemple, which appears to me 
to be the moft perfect monument of ancient 
archite@ture. It. is fituated near the bazar 
in the great fquare, and would make an in- 
comparable ornament to this fpot, if the 
inhabitants had any idea of its merit; but 


G4 inftead 
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inftead of this they Have aerorad | it by the 
moft miferable ruined hovels, and have de- ; 
- voted it to the vileft purpofes. The portico 
1s very well preferved, and poffeffes a great 
richnefs of {culpture: it is compofed of eigh- 
teen columns with broad capitals; thefe 
columns are noble and elegant, though they 
now appear in the moft difadvantageous 
light; the rubbifh fhould be cleared to find 
if any part of the cella remains; I took the 
beft plan and elevation that J could of this 
monument. (See Plates XXVI, vs RB: 
. and XXVIL) i 
The hiecroglyphics in relief, with which it | 
is covered within and without, are executed — 
with great care ; they contain, among other 
fubjects, a mndiaty and large figures of men a 
| with crocodiles’ heads : the capitals, though 


all different, have a very fine effect ; and as 4 


an additional proof that the Egyptians bor- 


rowed 
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rowed nothing from other people, we may 
remark, that they have taken all the orna- 
ments, of which thefe capitals are compoied, 
from the productions of their own country, 
fuch as the lotus, the palm-tree, the vine, 
the rufh, &c. &e.. I did not quit this tem- 
ple till it was abfolutely neceffary to purfue | 
our route; we left half our infantry and our 
artillery at Efneh, in order to march with 
lefs incumbrance through a country, the 
refources of which were diminifhing every 
| league, and foon dwindled to little or no- 
thing. We flept three leagues and a half 
fhort of Efneh. 

On the 30th, after marching three hours, | 
we found, at the diftance of three-quarters 
ofa league from the river, on the edge of | 
the defert, a {mall pyramid, fifty or ee 
feet in the bafe, built with unhewn ftones, 
but too {mall to have been able to preferve 

| their 
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their place, and thus the facing has been 
fhattered from top to bottom. | 
At half after two, a little before our a 
at Etfu, we found the ruins of Hieraconpolis, 
which confit of the remains of a gate be- 
| longing to an edifice of confiderable magni- 
tude; to judge by the fize of the ftones, the 
extent of ground occupied by the fragments, 
and the diameter of the defaced’ capitals, 
which are feen {cattered on every fide. The 
ftone of which this temple is built, is of fo 
friable a quality, that the. form of the edifice 
is entirely loft, and none of the plan can. be 
‘made out. Some yards fusthen the ruins of > 
another building can with difficulty be dif- 
tinguifhed, owing to the great decay ; the 
other remains of the town are only a few 
heaps of highly burnt bricks and fome blocks 
of granite. zy, 
We faw on the other fide of the river, two 
7 hundred 
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hundred Mamelukes come down along with | 
their attendants and equipage; we learnt 
fince, that it was Edfey-Bey, who being 
wounded at Samanhut, had not chofen to 
pafs the cataracts with the other beys. We 
were ftruck with admiration at the fine and 
advantageous fite of Apollinopolis Magna; 
it commanded the river and the wholle valley 
of Egypt; and its magnificent temple tow- 
ered over the reft like a large citadel, which 
keeps the adjacent country in awe. This 
comparifon re indeed, fo naturally fuggefted 
by the fituation of this edifice, that it 1s only 
known to the natives by the name of the 
_ Fortrefs.: I forefaw with regret that we 
fhould only enter the town late, and quit it _ 
early in the morning. | I pufhed on to gain 
a little time to examine it before the day- 
light entirely left us. During this wifit, I 
had only time to ride round this edifice, the — 


extent, 


4 
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extent, majefty, magnificence, and high pre- 
fervation of which, furpaffed all that I had 
yet feen in Egypt, or elfewhere; it made an 
impreffion on me as vaft as its own gigantic 
dimenfions. This building is a long fuite of 
pyramidal gates, of conrts decorated with 
galleries, of porticoes, and of covered naves, 
conftructed, not with common ftones, but 
entire rocks. Night was come on before I 
had time to vifit the whole of this furprizing 
monument, and I again regretted the ne~ 
ceflity which I lay under to pafs over with | 
fo much rapidity what merited fuch high 
admiration. The excellent prefervation of 
this ancient edifice forms a wonderful con- 
traft with the grey ruins of modern habita- 
tions built within its vaft enclofure; a part 
of the population of this village is contained 
in huts built in the courts, and around the 
fragments of the temple; which, like {wal- 

lows 
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lows nefts in our houfes, defile them without a 
concealing or injuring their general appear- 
ance. Befides, this fingular medley, that 
at firft fight hurts the eye, produces a pictu- 
~ refque contraft, which at once gives a {fcale 
of comparifon, both for men and for the 
lapfe of time ; and after all, we have no right 
to think it abfurd for ignorant people to 
fhelter their feeble huts againft {plendid ob- 
jects, which have never once attracted their | 
curiofity, whilft in France we fuffer the am- 
_phitheatre of Nifmes to remain encumbered 
with hovels and heaps of rubbith. — 

Below Etfu, the cultivated country grows 
very narrow; {fo that there is only a quarter 
of a league in breadth between the defert 
and the river. At noon we halted on the 
banks of-the Nile: the cavalry had gone be- 
fote us, but at the moment when we were 
fetting out, we learnt that we hada defert 

of 
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of feven leagues to-crofs; the day was too fat 
advanced to allow us to undertake fo long a 
march, and we therefore ftopped the reft of 
the evening in a defolated village, where for- 
tunately we found wood. 

On the 31/t, we continued our march at 
three in the morning. After pafling for an 
hour through a cultivated country, we en- 
tered the defert by a mountain compofed of 
decayed flate, free-ftone, white and rofe- 
coloured quartz,and brown flint, with feveral 
white carnelians. After marching five hours 
in the defert, our foldiers had their fhoes 
torn, and were obliged to put what linen 
they could about their feet, and were tor- 
mented with a burning thirft. No water 
could be found but in the Nile, which was 
a league out of our way, for the banks were 
as arid as the defert; but the urgency of thirft. 
prevailed, and we arrived at the river, ex 


haufted 
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haufted with fatigue; but the, camp equi- 
page, the draft animals of which had had no 
food the night before, were fo weakened by 
hunger, that but a few of them were able to 
follow. What was the general diftrefs when 
it was announced that there was nothing to — 
eat! We looked at each other in mute 
-confternation: but, after a while, a camel 
with a light load of butter came up, and 
fome others, whofe provifion facks had been 
already emptied; but by fhaking out every 
dutt of meal from the bags, and rummaging 
every corner, we found enough to make a 
diftribution of a handful of flour to each: 
directly we got fring from a neighbouring | 
tree, made our flour into fritters, employ- 
ment drove away our gloomy ideas, and | 
French gaiety foon prevailed, and reftored 
our ufual courage. We fet out again brifkly 
after our refrefhment ; but our poor -horfes, 


who 
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who had not regaled upon fritters, fell down. 
from under us through indnition: we could 
do nothing but lead and fupport them with, 
our hands, or elfe we muft have abandoned 
them; in fhort, we were compelled to march, 
and our neceffity alone made it practicable, 
and many are the refources contained in this 
fingle word, neceflity. 

Half an hour after we lad paffed the firft 
defert, we camic to the ruins of Silfilis, which 
confift of broken fragments; bricks, ahd the — 
remains of a temple, the higheft walls of 
- which are now not more than three feet 
above the foil. One can juft difcover that 
the nave of the temple, which is covered 
with hieroglyphics, was furrounded with a 
galiery, to which, in a later period, a portico 
without hieroglyphics has been added. We _ 
returned a third time into the defert; a 
hyena followed the column for a confider- 


able time. 
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The rocks here become granite, with 
flints of every colour and {péecies, whofe 
hardnefg would render them fufceptible of a 
high polith : I alfo found there carnelian, jaf- | 
per, and ferpentine : the fand is formed of 
{mall fragments of all the primitive and 
conftituent parts of the granite. We ar- 
rived at an elevated ftage of the mountain, 
where we difcovered a vat extent of country 
through which the Nile flows in a wind- 
ing courfé: this river, after running along 
the Mokatam, returns to the north-weft, 
and again changes its courfe to north. At 
this angle the ruins of a pharos may be per- 
ceived, which perhaps ferved as a light-houfe 
for this winding channel; at the other angle 
the heights of Ombos may be feen, with the 
fine monuments on its fummit ; at the elbow 
of the river one of its branches forms an 
jnundated ifland, which, from this circum- 
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{tance alone, is worth more than twenty 
fquare leagues of the neighbouring country, 
and its fituation protects it from the incur- 
fion of the Mamelukes, as it did now from 
our vifit. - The inhabitants of the fhore re- 
tired to it on our approach, abandoning to 
us the large village of Binban, which fkirts 
the defert, and is equally gloomy in appear- 
ance. Here we arrived, after marching 
eleven hours. The drove of oxen which | 
followed us had gone aftray,.and we had to 
wait for it,-with the conftant fear of its being 
carried off. The village effered us nothing 
but a few walls, which we ranfacked to the 
very foundation. J here was witnefS toa 
fcene which prefented a ftriking contraft of 
favage brutality and the kindeft fenfibility. 
Whilft I was looking at our people, whofe 
neceffities were as ingenious in bringing to 
light, as the care of the natives had been to_ 


conceal, ° 
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conceal, a foldier comes out of a cave, drag- . 
ging after him a fhe-goat, which he had 
forced. out; he is followed by an old man, 
carrying two young infants, who {ets them 
down on the ground, falls on his knees, and, 
without {peaking a word, points, with tears 
in his eyes, to the young children, who mutt. 
perifh if the goat is taken away from them. 
But want, which is both deaf and blind to 
others diftrefs, does not ftay his murderous 
hand for any entreaty, and the goat is killed. 
At the fame moment, another foldier comes 
up, holding in his arms another child, whofe 
mother, doubtlefs, had been obliged to defert 
itin her flight from us; and this brave fel- 
_low, notwithftanding the weight of his 
. mufket, his cartridges, his knapfack, and the - | 
_ fatigue of four days of forced marches, had 

picked up this little forfaken creature, had . 
carried it carefully for two leagues in his 
H2 arms, 
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arms, and, not knowing what to do with it 
‘in this deferted village, {eeing-one inhabitant 
left behind, with two children, he gently. 
lays Bown) his little charge befide them, and 
- departs, with the delightful expreffion of 
one who has juft performed a benevolent 


action. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Gazelles in the Defert— Approach fo Syene— 
Beautiful View of the [land of Elephan- 
tina—Syene, and the Frontiers of Upper 
Egypt— Quarters of the Army—Temple of 

_ Cneph, and other Monuments of Elephan- 
tina—Trade of Syene—Encounter of the 
French Cavalry with Affan- Bey -—Carved 
Blocks of Granite—Cataracts of the Nile— 
Iland of Philoé—Ethiopian Village, and 
its Inhabitants. 


QO” march on this day, February 1, 
| offered new deferts to our eye. We 
~ found the rocks to confit alternately of gira- 
nite and decompofed firce-ftone, forming a 
brittle friable cruft, like fcoria. In the val- 
| H 3 les 
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lies in which the fand abounds, the furface- 
is fmooth and tender like fnow, fo that the 
tracks of animals are perceived with the ut- 
moft eafe, and one can eafily make out 
thofe that have paffed fince the laft wind. 
The moft frequent prints of'feet that one 
meets with are thofe. of the gazélle, a beau- 
tiful little animal, which is fo fhy and timid, 
that, after having taken its food on the banks 
of the river, it retires to conceal its fears in | 
the filence of the defert. It gives one a me- 
lancholy reflection to remark, that a beaft of 
_prey always follows the fteps of this elegant 
and fprightly animal ; the vaft {pace of the 
defert does not fecure it againft rapacity. I 
faw this day two of thefe animals, who were 
of the moft delicate and elegant fpecies of 
this numerous family. We marched flowly 
and painfully, {topping every minute to pull 
off our fhoes and to take breath. In the 


afternoon, | 
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aiternoon, I found in the middle of the 
defert the trace of a grand antique road, 
bounded with large mafles of hewn ftone, 
whichled in a ftraight line to Syene. In the 
afternoon the troops were fo much fatigued, 
that on quitting the defert, we halted at the 
firft green {pot which would afford food for 
our horfes; I thought they would never be 
dragged from the place, nor our men again 
raifed from the ground; as to myfelf I was 
quite wearied out, and remained all the night — 
there, as if rivetted to the foil. The next 
day, we had but three quarters of a league to 
march to rejoin our cavalry, which had only 
gone before to eat up all that the country 
would afford, before our arrival; at laft, how- 


ever, we were in fight of Affuan or Syene, 


the object of our deftination. The foldier 


now forgot his fatigues, as if he had already | 
arrived at the promifed land, not remember- 
H 4 ane 


4 gular view ehh 
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ing that, to éetum to a country Ab abundance, 4 


which he had jutt left behind him; but the 
paft is nothing to the foldier, when he can 
fnatch a little prefent gratification. For 
myfelf, however, I had the moft reafon to be 


he muft again crofs the fame painful defert ” 


$s 


fatisfied, fince I was going, for the firft time 


in my life, to fit down and take a little 


breathing. time in. this - country, which 


- abounded with interefting Speer for my 


tefearches. 


The firft good news hat we ees was, 


that the Mamelukes had not burned the | 


boats, which they could. not get over, the 
catarads. In the morning I afcended to the 
convent of Ste Lawrence, which is Bue an 


indifferent ruin. Above is a ‘wateh- towers « 


aa 


from the ¢ lofty fammit of which. a moft 
g 


te 


itfelf to the eye; ; it feems 


nd. of * the world, or rather a chaos, 
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from which abe air ad already feparated, 
and the watery element appears to gufh from 
the earth, running in numerous: eames 


which promife fertility tonature. The firft 


-effe&ts of its bounties are feen around the 


granite rocks, in the hollows of which the 
fand and flime brought by the waves are de- 
pofited, forming a bafis for vegetation, which 
continues to encreafe, and toembrace a larger 
and wider field. At Elephantina, the culti- 
vation, the trees, and the habitations, exhibit 
_a picture of perfection in the gifts of nature, 
_ which has given rife to the Arabian name of 
Keziret-el- Sag, or the Flower; ry Tland, for 
this ifland. I took a drawing of the country, 


gens is a kind of bird’s eye ope (See 


mn 
gi 
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pafled the cataracts and divided his force 
over a confiderable tract of country, in order 
to. find fubfiftence for ‘his Mamelukes and — 
their horfes. We were obliged to do the. 
fame with ours. | | 

On the fifth, Defaix fet out hia the ca- 
valry to go in queft of Elfy-Bey, whom we 
had left behind us at the right bank of the 
Nile. Ihad not quitted Defaix fince we 
left Cairo, and I feel fome pride in faying, 
that the moment of parting was attended 
with mutual regret; we had {pent tozether 
fo many agreeable hours, riding a’ foot’s 
pace fide by fide for twelve or fifteen hours 
fucceffively, not in idle chat, but in waking 
dreams, and often after fuch long marches we - 
faid to each other: “* How many things fhall 
‘* we have to talk of during the reft of our 
“« lives!” How many wife ideas on civil go- 


yernment, and i apoiesgl Rie: io them- 
felves 
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{élves to his mind, when the found of the 
trumpet and the roll of the drum ceafed to 
give him the feyer of war! How many in- 
terefting remarks would his inexhautftible 
memory now furnifh me with, could ] con- 
falt it! With what intereft would he re- 


gard this work and patronize it as his own! 


In quitting me fora {hort period, he feemed 


to try to accuftom me by degrees to a lafting 
f{eparation. 


I went with General ae to take pof- 


_feffion of the government of Syene. _Dur- 


ing my refidence in or near this town, the 
explanation of my drawings will didanely the 
place of a journal. | 
The firft view which I took 1s sa which 
I have juft defcribed, namely, a kind of 


_ bird’s eye chart, in which, at one glance the 


reader may fee the general afpect of the | 
corn the entrance of the Nile into Egypt, 


after 
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_after flowing over the wall of granite blocks 
which forms its laft cataraéts, the ifland of - 
Elephantina, "between Contra-Syene and 
Syene, and the monuments of this latter 
town, in which may be diftinguifhed the 
different periods of its exiftence. ‘The ruins 
of the higheft antiquity may be eafily re- 
cognized; it muft then have been a very 
_ confiderable city, if the edifices on the right 
and left of the Nile and thofe of Elephanti- 
na formed but one town, which may be pre- 
fumed, fince they are only feparated by a 
river that mn this place is deep but not broad ; 
the Arabic ruins are grouped on a rock to 
the eaftward ; below are Roman remains, 
which are alfo found in fome of the monu- 
ments at Elephantina, and to all this fuc- 
eceds a large village, built in a better ftyle, 
and with ftraighter ftreets than in common 
villages, which may be attributed to the 
| plenty 


; { 
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plenty of ftone and of ancient materials. In 
the middle is a Turkifh caftle, commanded 


on all fides, and which can be no real de- 


. fence. 


‘ 


Our firft employment was to get com- 
fortably fettled. We had very good quar- — 
ters; it was the houfe of the kiachef, built 


~ of ftone, with an upper ftory, terraces, and 


yaulted rooms: we here made beds, tables, 


and ftools, and I found it a high luxury to 


~ undrefs myfelf, to fit and to lie down: our 


foldiers did the fame. The fecond day of 
our eftablifhment there were already in the 
ftreets of Syene, tailors, fhoemakers, jew- 
ellers, French barbers with their poles, eat- 
ing-houfes, ane reftaurateurs, all at a fixed 
price. 

The ftation of an army offers a picture af 
the moft rapid exercife of every refource that 
induftry can furnifh; every individual fets all 

his 
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his abilities to work for the general advan-~ 
tage ; but, what peculiarly characterizes a 
French army is, to eftablifh fuperfluities and 
‘amufements at the fame time and with the 
fame care as neceffaries; thus we had gar- 
dens and coffce-houfes, in which we amufed 
ourfelves in games with cards manufactured 
at Syene. t one entrance of the village is 
a walk with {traight rows of trees pointing 
to the north; our foldiers here fet upa mile-. 
{tone with this infcription, Route de Paris, 
No. onze, cent foixante fept milles trois cents 
guarante; it was fome days after, having re- 
ceived a diftribution of dates for their whole 
ration, that they entertained fuch pleafant or 
philofophic ideas. Nothing but death can 
put a period to valour combined with gaiety, 
the greateft misfortities’ can do nothing to- 
wards it. | : | 

Qn this fide of the river there are no 
: other | 


\ 


AS 
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other remains of the Egyptian town than 
a {mall fquare temple furrounded with a 
gallery, but fo fhattered and fhapelefs, that 
nothing can be feen but the embrafure be- 
tween two pillars, with the capitals and a 
{mall part of the entablature ; this fragment 
is what Savary, who confeffes that he never 
was at Syene, relates on hear-fay to be pro- 
bably the remains of the antient obfervatory, 


in which, according to him, the-nilometer 


fhould be fought for. I made a drawing of 


this {mall ruin, to deitroy an error, of which, 


however, this ardent and elegant writer is 


not the author, as he has related every thing, 


pointed out every thing, and has often painted 
in a furprizing manner even what he had 

never {een. | 
N ear this ruin, among the palm-trees, are 
the fragments of an edifice, which I think 
mutt be attributed to the Greek catholics; 
two. 


and two d or-caf ‘of the fame Age and ee 


on the groun are columns’ grouped againtt 


two faces of a fingle pilafter. Soc s ae 
The ifland of " Elephantina | became at eae 


_. fame time my country houfe, ae my palace 


of delight, obfervation, and refearch: el think 


¥ mutt have turned over every loofe ftone, and 
queftioned every rock in the ifland. Te was i 


at its fouthern extremity that the Egyptian a 


town and the Roman habitations ‘were 


——— 


a 
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fituated, and the Avapians buildings... which 
fucceeded them. 2 The part occupied by the 


Romans can only now be made out by. the 
bricks, the teffelated pavements, and the 
fmall images of porcelain and bronze, which 


are fill, found; iy Arab pe 1S only: dite a 
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te Every thing pofterior ‘to this fime has dite - 
appeared, fo as to leave fcarcely the leaft 


trace of its exiftence, whilft the Egyptian 


q _ monuments remain, devoted to pofterity, 
and have refifted equally the ravages of man 
and of time. In the midft of this vatt field 
of bricks and other pieces of baked earth, ‘of 
which I have juft fpoken, a very antient 
_ temple is ftill left ftanding, ‘farrounded with 


i ae ag” “eee ee 
es i ~=- 
eee ad 

Nr cae 


apilaftered gallery, and two columns in thé 


portico. (See Plate XXXI. Fig. 1. and 


XK NAT, Fig. 1y Nothing is wanting but 


Other edifices had been attached to it'in a 
later period, but only fome fragments were 


_ rematning, which could give no idea of their 


 thefe acceflory parts were much larger than 


the original fan¢tuary, . This latter is co- 


Vor. iH. I _ glyphics 


two pilafters, on the left angle of this ruin, © 


~~ form when perfect, but only proved that’ 


) vered both within and without with hiero- | 


eft Rb 
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glyphics in relief, very well cut, and in good 


prefervation. I copied a whole fide of the 


inner figures, which are reprefented in Plate 


LII .Fig. 3; the correfponding fide appears 
to be nearly a repetition of the fame. This 
kind of picture is the more interefting to be 


offered to the difcuffion of the curious, as it 


poffeffes an unity of defign which I had not 


before met within this fort of decoration, 


commonly divided into diftinét compart- 


ments. I alfo took one fide -of the outer 
wall, and a fingle pilafter : all the reft are 
nearly fimilar. See Plate LXI.* Fi ig. 5, and 


PY LX. Fig. 9.) The view of the whole of this 


{mall edifice will give an idea of its im- - 


portance, and hi gh ftate of prefervation. — 


Could this be the temple of Cneph, the “@ 
good Biss that rng ee the Egyptian gods a 


ON By miake figured Plate LXII. 
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who approaches the neareft to’our ideas of — 


Y’ 


the Supreme Being? Or isthe temple of this 


deity one which is placed fix hundred paces 


SR A 


which are accompanied by the ferpent, the — 


emblem of wifdom and eternity, and pecu- 


' more to the north, of the fine form and fize, | 


though more in ruins, all the ornaments of 


Se 


liarly that of the god Cneph? To judge ) 


from what I have feen of Egyptian edifices, f 


this fuppofed temple of Cneph is the kind 


which was ufed in the earlieft times, and is. 


j abfolutely the fame fpecies of temple as that 


of Kurnu in Thebes, which appeared to me 


to be the moft ancient of all in that city. 
The chief difference in the fculpture of this 
4 at Elephantina, which Ihave been able to 


7 Bie drapery is more flowing, and falls into a 
better form of compofition. (See Plate LIL. 
Fig. 1 and 5. 1) The three figures of Fig, 1 

nae Lee | feem 


_difcover is, that the figures have more life, 
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feem to thank a hero for having delivered 
~ them from a fifth perfon, almoft defaced, but 
which it may cafily be feen is in a falling © 
pofture. In this (culpture there appearsto 
be a kind of grouped compofition with per- ; 
{pective : Can it be anterior or potterior to 
the time in which the Egyptians had con- 
fined within certain lines the expreffion of 
all their figures, in order to make them 
ferve as a kind of writing or character, by 
the mere infpection of which their meaning 
. might be directly underftood, without re- 
i's quiring the particular explanation of every 
‘part. ° Of the lait mentioned edifice nothing 
is preferved but a column of. the portico, — 
and one whole fide of a gallery in pilafters. “ 
(See Plate XXXL Fig. 1.) a 
In the middle of the ifle there are two. 


frames of a large queer door, made of blocks ; 


of granite, and ornamented with hierogly- 


phics. 
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phics. Thefe .remains certainly. indicate 
monuments of great magnificence, the ex- 
tent of which might be made out by i little 
digging. At the eaft is another fragment of 


a very fmall and highly finifhed edifice: all. 


that is feen of it is the weft fide of a narrow 


chamber, or a very {mall temple, and the 


hieroglyphics that remain are perfe@ly well 


? {culptured. The ornaments are loaded with 


the lotus, particularly the flowers of this, 


revived by a figure wateringit. This figure 
is the fame as one that I have found at Lato- 
polis. (See plate LX. Fig. 6.) This cham- 


ber or templé communicated with a nar- 


a “rower paflage, which, to judge by the traces 


~ of a number of fucceffive buildings termi- 


minated on a gallery open to the Nile, and 


f i Bee j 
refting on a large embanked facing, which 


defended the eaftern part of the ifland from 
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being worn away by the current of the 
river. Three porticoes of this gallery re- 
main, and a fli ght of granite ftairs which dip’ 
into the river. May not this gallery, this 
adorned chamber, and this ftair-cafe, be the: 
| obfervatory and the nilometer, which travel- 
lers have in vain fought for at Syene > Full 
of this idea, I examined carefully the ftone 
: facing of the flairs, but could find no traces 
of any gradation; the fteps themfelves, 
however, might ferve as a {cale, and the 
upper part of this ftair-cafe being blocked up 
with ruins, it is poffible that the meafures 
may be -marked 1 in this part which I could 


not Seine 


* Strabo, who had obferved Syene with care, and has | 
defcribed it minutely, fays, that this nilometer was a 
well which received the Nile waters, and that the marks 
by hich the height of the inundation was eftimated : 
were engraved on the fides of this well. : 


All 
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All thefe buildings are founded upon 
mafles of rock, covered with hieroglyphics, 
engrayed with more or lefs care. Further 
on, turning towards the north, are two por- 
tions of parapet, which leave between them 
an opening, through which one may defcend 
to the river: on the inner fide of the right 
parapet is a bafs-relief in marble, reprefent- 
ing the figure of the Nile, four feet in height, 
in the fame attitude as a coloflal ftatue of 
the fame fubject which 1s at Rome. This 
copy of the fame idea proves both that the 
- ¢difice is Roman, and that this people, in 
their eftablifhment at Syene, having had 
opportunity of adding the ornaments of lux- 
ury and fuperfluity to works of the firft ne- 
ceffity, had eftablifhed rather a powerful co- — 
lony there than a mere military poft: the 
_ baths and valuable bronze utenfils, which are 
daily found there, fupport this opinion of 
‘T4 me) the 
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the richnefs and permanency of this co- 
lony. 
The ifland of Elephantina, defended on 
the fouth by breakers, has been doubtlef 
much ‘iccented. tAmenle the north by allu- 
vial foil. This foil becomes foon converted 
into cultivated lands and pleafant gardens, 
which being kept perpetually watered by 
means of wheels and buckets, produce_here 
four or five crops yearly; and thus the in- 
habitants are ‘numerous, in eafy circum- 
‘ftances, and courteous. When I hailed them 
from the oppofite fhore, they would come 
" acrofs for me in their boats, and I was foon 
furrounded with all the children, who offered 
me for fale fragments of antiquity and rough | 
carnélians. With a few crowns I made a 
great number of thefe little ones happy, and 
gained the good will of their parents, who 
invited me to them, prepared me breakfatt 


in 
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in the temples in which I had fet up my | 
drawing apparatus ; in fhort, I appeared like 
the kind mafter of a garden, which contain- 
ed in reality all that one feeks to imitate in 
decorated gardens in Europe: here were 
-iflets, rocks, deferts, plains, meadows, gar- 
den-ground, open groves, hamlets, dark 
woods, remarkable and numerous plants, a 
river, canals, mills, and fublime ruins; a {pot 
{till more enchanting, as, like the gardens of 
Armida, it was furrounded with all the hor- 
rors of nature, and thofe of the Thebais, the 
contraft with which encreafed the enjoyment 
of this delightful ifland. Having all | my 
fenfes and my imagination equally in acti- - 
vity, I never paffed hours more delicioufly 
occupied than thofe which I devoted to my 
folitary walks at Elephantina; an ifland. 
which alone is worth more than the whole 
territory on fhore of the county; which lies 


adjacent to the town. 
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The population of Syene is numerous: the 
frade, however, is confined to fenna and 
dates, and thefe two articles produce a fuf- 
ficient return to pay all the other wants of the 
inhabitants, to red atin a kiachef, a go- 
vernor, and a Turkifh garrifon. The fenna 
which grows around Syene is of moderate 
quality; when fold, it is fraudulently mixed 
with that which grows wild in the defert, 


brought hither by the Barabra, and fold at 


nearly a hundredth part of what we give for 


itin Europe. It is true that is has to pay 
in its paflage a number of duties,: and it is 
one of the moft important articles of the 
cuftom-houfes of Cairo and Alexandria. 
The fecond article of exportation is that of 
dates; they are fmall and dry, but fo 
abundant, that befides making the principal 
food of the inhabitants here, large boats 
loaded with them are daily going down the 
river to Lower Egypt. | | 


aa 
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We learnt by our {pies that the Mame- 
lukes had afcended the river, and remained 
at as little a diftance as they could above the 
cataracts, ravaging the two fhores of the 
Nile, which ftill fupplied them with fome 
forage. They had hitherto drawn fupplies 
of four and dates from Deir and Bribes; 
but the aga who refided there fignified to 
them that this fource mutt be ftopped. They 
occupied ten leagues in length on each _ 
bank ; their rear guard was no more than 
four leagues off us, fo that they knew every 
f{tep we took, as we in our turn were in- 
formed of all their movements, by the fame 
means, and, perhaps, ¢ even by the fame emif- 
faries, who ferved both parties sleet with | 
equal exactnefs. 

General Daouft had met with vee 
on the right bank of the river oppofite Etfu, 
at the moment when he was coming down 


to 
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to the Nile for water: the imminent danger 
he was in of lofing all his equipage made 
him charge with fury ; the eagernefs of our 
men to get poffeffion of it, and a little con- 
tempt of the enemy, with which the battle 
of Samanhut had infpired them, made them 
attack with too. much negligence. This 
battle of two hundred cavalry on each fide, 


was rather an affray than a regular combat, 


and both parties gave proof of the higheft 


valour. The charge lafted half an hour ; 
the field of battle remained with the French; 


but Affan-Bey obtained his main point, 


that of faving his baggage: on our fide, we 
had from thirty to forty killed, and as many 
wounded ; twelve Mamelukes perifhed, and 
many of them were wounded; Affan was 
hurt in the leg, fo that neither party had 

any thing to boaft of by this encounter. 
We went to feck for the barks which 
the 
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the Mamelukes had endeavoured to navigate 
above the cataraéts, and we wifhed at the 
fame time to vifit thefe curious objects; we 
met in our way with the quarries in the gra- 
nite rocks, whence the blocks were taken 
which formed the material of the coloffal 
ftatues, that have been the objea of ad- 
miration to fo many ages, and the ruins of 
which ftill ftrike us with aftonifhment. It 
feemed as if the framers withed to preferve 
the memorial of the maffes that have pro- 
duced: thefe blocks, by leaving on the place 
hieroglyphical infcriptions that perhaps re- 
cord the event. The operation by which 
thefe blocks were detached muft have been 
nearly the fame as is employed in the preferit 
times, that is to fay, a cleft is firft cut out, 
and then the whole mafs is fplit off by means 
of wedges of different fizes, all {truck in at 
one time. The marks of thefe firft opera- 


tions 
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tioris are preferved fo frefh in this unalterable 
fnaterial, that. to look at them one would 
ufpe that the work had been interrupted 
pe yefterday. -I took ‘a. {ketch of. them. 
(Sce Fig. 2. Plate XXXIIL) 

| ‘The texture of this granite is fer hard and 
sompadt, that the rocks which are met with 


in the current, inftead of becornhing worn and 


fhattered by decompofition, have acquired a _ 
polith by the dafhing of the waves, The | 


fineft and moft abundant of this kind of 


ftone, is the rofe-coloured granite; the grey 


4 


are found veins of very brilliant quartz, ftrata 
of a red ftone, which partakes of the nature 
and the hardnefs of porphyry, and maffes of 
that black and hard {tone, which has been 


fo long taken for bafalt, and which the Egyp- i 


_tians have often employed for ftatues of mo- 


derate fize. 


A league © 


is often too micaceous; between thefe blocks | 
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_ A league and a half below the quarries 


the rocks encreafe, and form a bar in the. 


river, where we found the Mameluke barks 
fixed between the rocks, up to the firtt well 
below the falls; the peafants of the neigh- 
bourhood had taken out the rigging and the 


| provifions. We here quitted the little boat 


in which we had come up, and walking by 


the fide of the ftream for about a quarter of 


an hour, we came to the part which is ge- 


_nerally called the cataract. This is nothing 


_ but a range of rocks, over which the river 


flows, forming in fome places cafcades a few 


inches in height ; they are fo infignificant, 


that they can hardly be reprefented in a 
drawing; but I juft fketched the bar where 


this celebrated navigation ends, in order to 


do away the impreffion that has been given 


prof the great fall of thefe famous cataradts. 


(See Plate XXXI. Fig 2.) However, they 


would 


mi 
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would make a fine picture, if they were’ re- 
prefented with the colour which charac- 
terizes them. | : 
The mountains, the furface of which 1s 
“broken by black and rugged projeCtions, are 
refleGled with their gloomy afpect on the | 
clear mirror of the ftream below, which is 
broken and divided by fharp points of granite 
that roughen its channel, and form long 
white lines of foam wherever any of thefe 
rocks cut its fmodth furface. Thefe rough 
- fhapelefs maffes, with their dark hues, form 
a ftriking contraft with the foft green of the 
_ ‘groups of palm-trées that clufter around the 
irregular cliffs, and with the celeftial azure 
blue of the cleareft fky over the face of the: 
earth. A pi@ure faithfully reprefenting thefe 


ftriking objects, would have the rare advan- 


_ ‘tage of exhibiting a true and yet perfectly , 
novel fcenery. After pafling the cataracts, 
the 


Arkin 
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the rocks grow loftier, and on their fumimit 


rocks of granite are heaped up, appearing to 
clufter together, and to hang in equipoife, 


_ on purpofe to produce the moft picturefque 


effets. Through thefe rough and rugged 
forms the eye all at once difcovers the mag- 
nificund monuments of the ifland of Philde, 
which form a brilliant contraft, and one of 
the moft fingular furprifes that the traveller 
can meet with. The Nile here makes a 


bend, as if to come and vifit this enchanting 


 ifland, where the monuments are only fepa- 


rated by tufts of palm-trees, or rocks that 
appear to be left merely to contraft the forms 


of nature with the magnificence of art, and 


to collect, in one rich fpot, every thing that 


is moft beautiful and impreffive. The en- 


thufiafm which the traveller fo conftantly 


experiences at the fight of the monuments 


of Upper Egypt, may appearto the reader a 


you liv K _ perpetual 
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perpetual and monotonous exaggeration ; but 
it is, however, only the fimple expreffion of — 
feeling which the fublimity of their cha- 
racter excites ; and itis from the diftruft that 
I feel at being able to give any adequate idea 
of their magnificence by the pencil, that I 
have endeavoured to do juftice to them by 
my. expreffions for the furprife and admira- 
tion with which they imprefs the beholder. 

‘There were no inhabitants on the aibea:. 
they had quitted even the ifle of Philoe, and 
had retired ca a fecond and larger ifland, © 
from which they fent loud and favage cries, 
which we were told were excited by their 
fears. We endeavoured to perfuade them to 
fend us a‘ boat, which was moored to their 
bank, but without fuccefs. However, as this 
branch of the Nile is very narrow, I was 
enabled. to take the views of the ifland, 
which are here added. (See Plate XXV. 
Fig, 2. and XXXIIL Fig. 13) 
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We returned home very well fatisfied 


with our day’s work ; but this curfory view 


did not appear to me fufhicient for objects of 
antiquity of fach importance, and. monu- 
ments of fuch extent and high prefervation, 
the particular defcription of which would be 
attended with fo much intereft. 

Some days after we learnt that the Mame- 
lukes of the right bank were coming to 
forage within two leagues of our pofts. We 
prepared to refift them, and fet out with 
four hundred men, advancing towards Philoe » 
by land, taking the route acrofs the defert. 
This road has one peculiarity, which is, that 


there are evident remains of its having been 


tracked out, and raifed asa caufeway, and 


that there. was much traffic on it in former 
times. This is the only part of Egypt in 
which a high road is abfolutely neceflary 3. 


but the Nile ceafing to be navigable on ace 
K 2 count 
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count of the Atal As, all the miteheidice 
of the. Ethiopian trade which is landed at 
Philde mult be tranfported by land to Syene, 
to be there re-embarked. All the large 
‘blocks of ftone that we met with j in the way 
were covered with hieroglyphics, as if they 
were put there for the amufement of the 
paffengers. One of the moft fingular of thefe 
prefents the fimof Ja Rat cut out of the 
folid rock, with a flight of fteps to climb up 
to it; and the. whole ornamented with hicro- _ 3 
_ glyphics, the greater number of which are | 
” executed with great care. (See Plate XXXII. 
Fig. 2.) 
Another fingular object near this road, is - 
the ruins of military lines made of bricks 
baked in the fun, the bafe of which is from 
fifteen to twenty feet in thicknefs, This 
entrenchment extended along the valley by 
the road- fide, and tetminated at rocks and 
forts 
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forts near three leagues from Syene. Though _ 
the materials of which thefe walls were built 
were cheap enough, the expence of putting 
them together muft have been very great, 
and fhews the importance attached to the 
defence of this point. Can thefe be the re- 
mains of the famous wall raifed by a queen 
of Egypt, named Zuleikha, daughter of Ziba, 
one of the Pharaohs, which extended from 
the ancient Syene to the place where El- 
Arith is now fituated, the fragments of which 
the Arabs now call i ice or ** the 
¢* old woman’s wall ?’ 

We found the inhabitants of Philde re- 
turned to their habitation, but fully deter- 
mined not to receive us. We attributed this 
ill-will to the fear which we gave them of | 
us, and we continued our journey. Beyond 
Philde the river is quite open and navigable; 
but after having paffed an Arab fort, and a 

K 3 mofque 
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mofque of the fame age, the fhore of the 
Nile becomes impracticable for travellers ; 
and inftead of a profufion of monuments 
and infcriptions, we ‘only faw a barren foil 
left to itfelf, and on the rocks a few habi- 
tations, which refembled the huts of fa- 
vages. We entered a defert which cut an 
angle of the river, in order to fhorten our 
‘way; and after having for feveral hours tra- 
velled along valleys which were as deep and 
hollow as if the country was conftantly ex- 
pofed to ftorms and torrents, the Nile again 
opened upon us through a ravine which led 
to Taudi, an indifferent village on the bank — 
of the river. At our approach the Mame- 
lukes abandoned this village, leaving behind 
them their plates, their kettles, and even 
the foup they had made, which they in- 
tended édleht at fun-fet, for it was the month 
of Ramadan, a kind of Lent, during which 

| ey all 
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all the Muffulmans, even to the foldiers, eat 
nothing whilft the fun is above the horizon. 

We fent out a fpy during the night; and 
we learnt, that at day-break the Mame- 
lukes who were at Demiet, four leagues 
higher than Taudi, thinking themfelves too 
near us, had fed their horfes and fet out 
at midnight. Our object in driving them 
further off being fulfilled, we fet out to re- 
turn to Syene. I had already feen enough 
of Ethiopia, of the Gublis and their wives, 
whofe extreme uglinefs can only be equalled 
by the favage jealoufy of their hufbands. 1 
faw fome of the women, for as I gave the 
men lefs apprehenfion than our foldiers, they 
put a number of them under my prote¢tion 
in acabin, before the door of which I had 
taken up my quarters for the night.. They 
had been taken by furprize atthe fudden 
arrival of our people at the clofe of evening, i 
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and had not had time to fly and hide them- 
{elves in the rocks, or to.fwim acrofs the tis 
ver. They appeared to haye the fullen ftu- 
pidity of downtight favages.» A rugged foil, 
fatigue and ‘infufficient food, muft, doubt- 


lefs impair in them all the charms of nature, 


and give them even in youth the marks of 
decrepitude. -But the men feem to be of 
another fpecies ; for their features are deli- 
cate, their {kin fine, their countenance lively 
and animated, and their eyes and teeth ad- 
mirable, Lively and intelligent, they appear 
| to throw fo much clearnefs and concifenefs 
in their language, that a fhort phrafe is al- 
ways a complete anfwer to queftions that 
are put to them : their vivacity more Ie- 
fembles ours than that of the other oriental 
nations: they are quick in underftanding 
and ferving; till more nimble in thiev- 


_ jng, and have a greedinefs for money, which 


keeps | 
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keeps pace with their great frugality, and. 


can only be juftified by their- extreme po- 
verty. To thefe reafons we may impute 
their leannefs, which is not at all conneéted 
with ill health, for their colour, though 
black, is full of life and blood, but their 
mufcles are only tendons, abfolutely without 
fat, fo that I did not fee a fingle perfon 
among them who was even plump. Fig. A, 
of Plate XLV. will give the reader an idea 
of their form and general afpect. 


ie CHAPTER | 
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CHAPTER XIV.. 


Attack on Philve and Expulfion of the Inha- 
bitants—Monuments in the [land—Di iffe- 
“rent Periods of Egyptian Architeélure— 
French Fort built at Syene-— Antient Mo- 

| nafiery of Cenobites beyond the Cataradis— 
<< Voyage up the River above Syene—Monu- 
ments of Ombos—Celebrated : Quarries of 
Gebel Silflis, with fculptured Tombs adjoin- 
ing—Crocodiles—Proceedings of the Mame~ 


Lukes. 


E. could only keep our _perfevering 
enemy at a diftance from us by © 
ftarving the country between us and them, - 
We therefore bought up all the cattle, paid 
for the green crops on the land, and the in- 
habitants affifted us themfelves in pulling up | 
| from 
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from the ground every fource of provifion, 
and followed us with their domeftic animals, 
Thus carrying off with us the whole popu- 
lation, we left behind us nothing but a de- 
fert: | In returning, I was again ftruck with 
the fumptuous appearance of the edifices of 
Philoe; and I am perfuaded that it was to 
produce this effea upon ftrangers entering — 
their territory, that the Egyptians had col- 
lected upon their frontier, fuch a fplendid 
group of monuments. Philoe was the entre- 
pot of a commerce of barter between Ethi- 
opia and Egypt; and withing to give the 
Ethiopians a high idea of their refources and 
their magnificence, the Egyptians had raifed 
fo many fumptuous edifices on the confines 
and natural frontier of their empire, Syene 
_ and the Cataracts. We had another parley 
with the inhabitants of Philde, and it was 
more explicit : they fignified to us, that if we - 


were 
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were tocome there every day for two months 
fucceflively, they would never let us land. 
We were obliged to fubmit this time to their 
determination ; butas it would have givena 
bad example to the country to allow a hand- 
ful of peafants to brave us with fuch info- 
lence clofe by our eftablifhments, we refolved 
on the next day to try if we could not make 
them change their determination. Accord- 
ingly on the Moras we returned with two 
hundred mén; as foon as they faw us, they 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence, and 
defied us in. the manner of favages, with 
loud cries, which the women repeated. The 
inhabitants of the neighbouring larger ifland, . 
immediately collected in arms, which they 
made to glitter in the fun like {word-play- 
ers; fome of them were quite naked, holding 
in one hand a fabre, and in the other ‘ 
buckler, others had rampart-mufquets with 


matchlocks, 
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matchlocks, and long pikes, and in a mo- 
ment all the eaft fide of the rock was co- 
vered with enemies. We ftill cried out to 
them that we were not coming to do them 
any harm, and we only wanted to enter ami- 
cably into their ifland; they an{wered that 
they would never let us approach, or furnifh 
us with the means of landing on their fhores, 
and that they were not Mamelukes, to fly 
before us: this bragging fpeech was clofed — 
with loud fhouts which refounded on all 
fides ; they wifhed for the fight; they had 
defended themfelves againft the Mamelukes ; 
they had defeated their neighbours; and 
they now wifhed to have the glory of refift- 
ing us, and even giving us defiance. Imme- 


diately the order was given to our fappers to 


level the huts on the thore, to furnith us with 


wood fora raft; this a&t was a declaration of 
war; they fired on us, and pofting them-. 


felves 
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_ felves in the clefts and pi their rocks; 
they kept up a brifk and well-directed fire 
on us. At this moment one of our field- 
pieces came up, the firft fight of which pals 
ried their rage to the higheft pitch; but from 
this time the communication between Philde 
and the larger ifland was broken, the people 
of the latter drove off their herds and cattle, 
made them crofs an arm of the river, and 
followed them into the defert. 

We found that the palm-tree wood was 
‘too heavy and took water, which compelled 
us to defer the defcent till the next day; and 
in the mean time our troops remained on 
the fhore, and every neceffary was collected 
in order to conftruct a raft to hold forty men. 
This bufinefs employed us the whole of 
the following day, and this delay encreafed 
the infolence of thefe wretches, who dared 


to meee to the general to pay a hundred 
| piaftres 
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piaftres to be allowed to come alone and dif. 
armed into theifland. The {cene, however, 
was foon changed, when on a fudden they 
q faw the larger ifland covered with our vo- 
lunteers, whofe defcent had been protected 
by grape-fhot; terror fucceeded, as ufual, to 
headftrong rafhnefs; men, women, and chil- 
dren, all threw themfelves into the river to 
_ efcape by fwimming; and preferving their 
ferocious character, we faw mothers drown- 
ing their children whom they could not carry 
away with them, and mutilating the girls to 
fave them from the violence of the vi@ors, 
When I entered on the ifland the next day, 
I found a young girl feven-or eight years old, 
who had been cut with brutal cruelty in 
{uch a manner, as to prevent her from fatif- 
fying the moft prefling neceflity of nature, 
and it was only by a counter-operation and 
a bath, that I was able to fave the life of this ; 


unfortunate 
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- unfortunate little’ creature, who was very 


pretty. Others of a more advanced age had 


“not recourfe to fuch feverities, and chofe for 


 themfelves companions from among the vic- 
"tors: Ina word, the population of the ifland 
was difperfed in-a few minutes, having fuf- 
fered a moft ferious and irreparable lofs. 
They had pillaged the boats which the 
Mamelukes had not been able to get above 
the falls, and had formed magazines of this 
booty, which had- made them immenfely 
rich, in comparifon with their neighbours, 


and might have fecured: to them repofe and 


_ eafy circuurftances for a number of years; 1n- 


a few hours they were reduced to beggary, 
deftitute of fupport, both for the prefent and 
the future, and were obliged to go and folicit 
an afylum from thofe on whom they had 
made war a few days before. Our foldiers 


were employed the reft of the day in eva- 


cuating vis 
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| cuating ae magazines nf the larger ‘ifland, 
and I made ufe of this time in making draw- 
ings of the rocks and antiquities. 

~The ruins in. this ifland confift of a fmall 
fanétuary, faced by a portico of four lend 
with very elegant capitals, to which had: been 
added at a later period another portico, which 
doubtlefs was attached to the circumvalla- 
tion of the temple. The motft- ancient part, 
which was alfo conftructed with more care, 
" was ornamented in a higher degree than the 
reft; the ufe made of it in the rites of the 
catholic religion has impaired tlic original 
charaéter, by adding {quare arched door- 
ways. In the fanctuary, clofe to the figures 
_ of Ifis and Offris, may ftill be feen the mi- 
- raculous impreffion of the feet of St. An- 
thony, or St. Paul the hermit. 

The next day was the fineft to me of my 
whole travels: I poffeffed’ — or eight mo- 

mona. il. L  numents 
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numents in the face of fix hundred yards, | 
vand could examine'them quite at my cafe, 


for Thad not by my fide any of thofe impa- 


“i ‘tient companions who always think that they 


shave feen enough, and are conftantly prefling 
"you to go to fome other objeé ; nor had I in 
| my ears the ‘beating of drums as a fignal to 
mutter, or to march, nor Arabs nor peafants 
‘to torment me; I was alone ‘in full leifure, 
-and could make my drawings without inter- 
ruption. (See the plan of ‘the ifland, Plate 
XXXIV.) This was my fixth vifit to 
Philde; the five firft I had employed in 
taking views of the fhores in the vicinity. 
As foon as I could fet foot in the ifland, I 
‘began firft by going over all the inner part, 
to take a general furvey of the various mo- 
numents, and to forma kind of topogra- » 
phical chart, containing the ifland, the courfe : 
of the river, and the adjacent characteriftic 
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{cenery. : found a convincing proof that 
this group of ean ents had been con- 
ftruGted at different periods, by feveral na- 
tions, and had belonged to different forms 
of religious worfhip ; and the union of thefe 
various edifices, each of them in itfelf re- 
gular, and crowded together i in this narrow 
fpot, formed an irregular group of moft pic- 
_turefque and magnificent objects. (See Plate 
XX XIII. Fig. 1.) I could here.diftinguifh 
eight fanGtuaries or {eparate temples, of dif- 

| ferent dimenfions, built at various times, aad 
the limits of each had been refpecied in the 
conftrudction oe the fucceeding ones, which 
had impaired the regularity of the whole. 
‘A patt of the additions to the original build- 


ings had been made with a view of connect- 


: ‘ ‘ing the old to He new, avoiding, with great 


. ‘dexterity, falfe angles and general irregulari- 


‘ties. This kind of confufion of the archi- 
3 Oe: ee. ehectutal 
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tectural lines, which aPpes like errors in the 
plan, produce 1 in the elevation a picturefque 
effect, which geometrical rectitude cannot 
give ; 1t multiplies objects, forms elegant 
groups, and offers to the eye more richnefs 
than cold fymmetry can ever command, I 
was here able to convince myfelf of the truth 
of a remark which I had before made at 
Thebes and Tentyra, which is, that the 
mode of building with the ancient Egyptians 
was, firft to erect large maffes, on which they 
afterwards beftowed the labour of ages, in . 
the particulars of the deromuek. beginning 
their work with fhaping the- architectural | 
lines, proceeding next to the fculpture of 
the hieroglyphics, and concluding with the 
ftucco and the painting. All thefe diftine 
periods of work are very obvious here, where. 
nothing is finifhed but what belongs to the 
higheft antiquity : whereas a part of the fub- 


| ordinate | 
} 
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ordinate buildings, which ferved to connect 
the various monuments, had. been left in 
many particulars without finith, without 
{culpture, and even incomplete in the build- 
ing. | | | 
The great and magnificent oblong mo- 
nument exhibits thefe different periods of 
workmanfhip; it would be difficult to 
affign any ufe to this edifice, if the prefence 
of certain monuments reprefenting offer- 
ings had not painted it out to be a temple. 
It has, however, the form neither of a por- 
tico nor of a temple ; the columns which 
compote its outer circumference, and which 
are engaged in the wall only half their height, 
fupport nothing but an entablature and a 
cornice, without roof or platform: it only 
opened by two oppofite doors, without lin- 
tels, which made a ftraight paflage through 
in a longitudinal direction, ‘As it was 


173 . doubtlefs 
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doubtlefS built in the later period of the 
Egyptian power, it fhews the perfection of 
art in the higheft purity; the capitals are 
admirable in beauty and execution, the vo-. 
lutes and the foliage are gracefully waved, 
like the fineft Greek .architecture, and are 
fymmetrically diverfified hike thofe of Apol- 
— linopolis, that is to fay, differing from the 
contiguous capitals, and fimilar to the. cor- 
tefponding ones, and all are exactly kept 
within the fame parallel. (See Plate XXIX. 
. Fig. 6.) M, 

«It gave me no little trouble to clear, in my, 
imagination, from the furrounding frag-— 


ments, thefe long galleries, eneunthgasd with 


. ruins; to. follow the lines of the quays, to. 


raife up the {phinx and the obelifks, to re- 
{tore the broken communication between | 
the fteps and ftaircafes. Urged on at once 
by every kind of UHR Re and fearing to - 
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impart my erroneous conjectures to thofe to ©” 
whom I intended to give an account of my, 
fenfations and my refearches, I wifhed to 
trace on my plan the precife ftate of the 
ruins, and the confufed heap of fragments, 
and from fuch a plan to difcufs the numerous 
points which were involved ‘in doubt and 
uncertainty. ‘What could be the meaning 
of this vaft number of fandtuaries, fo con- 
tiguous to each other, and yet fo diftin®? 
Were they confecrated to different divini- 
ties, were they votive chapels, or places 
devoted cach to particular ceremonies of 
religious worfhip? The innermoft temples 
contained {till more myfterious fanctuaries, 
fuch as monoiithic temples, or tabernacles, 
of a fingle ftone, containing, perhaps, what , 
was moft precious and moft facred to the 
worfhippers ; perhaps. even the facred bird, — 
which reprefented the prefiding deity of the. | 
Yiges L4 . temple, 


ee 
a 
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temple; the hawk, fr example, the em- 
blem of the fun, to whom the building 
might be confecrated. On the ceilings of the 
fame portico were painted eFonomical pic- 
tures, the theories of the elements; on the 
walls, religious ceremonies, images, priefts, | 
and gods, (as reprefented in Plate LII. Fig. 

2 and 3.) by the fide of the gates gigantic 
portraits of certain fov ercigns, or emblema- 
© Real figures of ftrength or power, threat 
ening a group of fuppliant figures, which 
they hold with one hand by the hair of the 


head. (See Plate XL. Fig. 4.) Can thefe | 


be rebellious fubjects, or vanquifhed ‘ene- 
~mies? I fhould incline to'the latter opinion, 
becaufe the figures, which certainly repre- | 
- fent Egyptians, have never long hair. 

Befides this vaft enclofure, in which thefe 


numerous temples were connected and q 


i a toh bh together by dwellings for the priefts, 
there 
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_ there were two temples ftanding apart; the 
larger of ihe two I have already fpoken of, 
the fmaller is one of the moft beautiful 
- that can be conceived, in perfe@t preferva- 
tion, and fo {mall, that it almoft gives one 
the defire of carrying it away. I found with- 
in it fome remains of a domeftic {cene, which 
feemed to be that of Jofeph and Mary, and 
fuggefted to me the fubject of the Flight 
into Egypt, in a ftyle of the utmoft truth.) 
and intereft. If ever we thould be difpofed , 
to tranfport a temple from Africa to Europe, 
this which I am fpeaking of fhould be fe- 
le&ted for the purpofe; for, befides the prac- 
ticability of fuch an operation afforded by 
its {mall dimenfions, it would give a palpable 
proof of the noble fimplicity of the Egyptian 
architecture, and would fhew in a ftriking 
- manner, that it is character, and not extent 
alone, which oN dignity to an edifice. — 
Befides i 
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Befides the Egyptian monuments, Greek 


and Roman ruins are found at the fouth 


eaft of the ifland, which appear to me to be 


the remains of a {mall port, anda cuftom- 
houfe, of which the wall of the facade is de- 
corated with pilafters and arcades of the do- 
ric: order: fome {tanding fragments of co- 
lumns fhew an open gallery, ora kind of 
portico in front ; between thefe ruins and the 
Egyptian monuments, the fur-bafe of a ca- 


tholic church may be remarked, which is 


built of antique fragments, mixed with 


crofies and Greek ornaments of later ages; 
for in thefe Conbteten catholicifm has been 

too poor to remove entirely her own wor- 
: fhip from the pomp of idolatrous temples. 
After having eftablithed her faints in the 
face of the Egyptian deities, the has’ often 
painted a St. John, or St. Paul, by the fide 


of the goddefs Ifs, and diguifed Ofiris into : 


St. 
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St. Athanafius; or elfe, quitting the hea- 
then temples altogether, fhe has dilapidated 
them, and taken the ready-made materials 
to conftruct her own edifices of religious 
~worthip. 

What a profufion of es of aie, 
—but the time was gliding by fo faft, that 
- I withed to ftay the courfe of the fun. Hav- 
ing employed many hours in obfervation, I 
began to make drawings and meafurements; 
but I faw that our people had finifhed clear- 
ing the enemy's magazines, and I could not 
hope to return to Philde, for I had not here 
fach kind friends as at Elephantina, and the 
troops had already been too much fatigued 
with the fiege of this little ifland. Tat laft 
quitted this fpot, with my eyes tired out by 
fo many objects, and my mind filled with 
the various recollections attached to it: I. 
left it at night, loaded with my treafures, 

and 
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and bringing with me my little girl, whom I 
entrufted to the {keik of Elephantina, to re- 

{tore her to her parents. gare. 

The plan was formed of fortifying td 

the engineer Garbé had chofen an efplanade 
on an eminence on the fouth of the city, on 
which to conftrua fort, which fhould com- 
mand all the approaches, and overlook the 
adjacent country. There were neither fho- 
vels, pickaxes, hammers, nor trowels, but all 
thefe articles were forged; bricks could not 
be made for want of wood, but they were 
collected out of all the old Arab buildings in 
the place. Our brave twenty-firft regiment, 
like the Roman cohorts who had inhabited 
the {atne place, knew no ‘difficulties, or fur- . 
mounted them all. Every individual was - 
required to make two journeys daily to the 
fpot, in order to tranfport materials : many 
of the men could with difficulty drag their 
: legs | 
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legs to the fpot, but not one failed in com- 
plying with the requifition ; the baftions 
were traced out, and the labour was conduct- 
ed with fo much fpeed, that in a few days 
the fortrefs began to appear above the foun- 
dations; and at the fame time we baftioned 
. and embattled an old Roman building, 
which had been a bath, and was in very 
good preferyation, and which, from its fitua- 

tion, had the double advantage of Paster 
and commanding the river. 
The termination of the march of the 
French through Egypt was infcribed ona 
granite rock beyond the cataraéts. I took 
advantage of a reconnoitring party being 
puthed to the defert on the left bank, to go 
and vifit the quarries of which Pocock {peaks, 
and an ancient monaftery of cenobites. 
_ After marching an hour, we ifcovered this 
monument in a fmall valley, furrounded 
with 
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with fhattered rocks, and with fands pro- 
duced by their decompofition. The detach- 
‘ment, purfuing its deftination,; left me alone 
‘in this fpot. 

They were hardly gone when I was alarm- 
ed at my folitary fituation. I was loft among 
long corridors, and thefe melancholy vatiles 
echoed with the found of my feet, the only 
noife with which this profound filence had 
been difturbed perhaps for ages. The cells 
_ of thefe monks refembled the cages of ani- 
rhalé in a. menagerie ; they were receffes 
feven feet {quare, and only enlightened by a 
difmal window, fix feet from the ground : 
this refinement of, aufterity, however, only 
concealed from the eye of the’reclufe the 
view of the vaft expanfe of heaven, an equally 
boundlefs horizon of fand, and a bright un- 
interrupted light, as melancholy as night, 
‘and more wafting to the corporeal frame, . 


and 
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and perhaps more impreffive of the gloomy 
picture of their folitude. In this dungeon a 
bed of bricks, and a recefs, ferving asa clofet, 
were all the conveniencies which had been 
added to this fpace between four walls; and 
a tower placed by the fide of the gate, fhews 
alfo that even the autftere repaft of thefe ce- 
nobites was taken in folitude. Nothing in- 
dicated the remains of the habitation of 
man, but fome fhort fentences written on the 
walls; and I fancied that I could trace in thefe 
infcriptions their laft fentiments, and the 
only memorial which they would leave to 
thofe who were to fucceed them—a vain 
attempt, which time, that deftroys every 
thing, has entirely fruftrated. I prefented 
them to my imagination as dying, and ftill © 
ftriving, with fluttering {peech, to utter a 
few words, Oppreffed with this fucceflion 
D of. gloomy objects, I haftened to the court, 


a {pace 
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a {pace enclofed with. lofty embattled walls, 
covert ways, and embrafures for cannon ; 
every thing announced that the ftorms of 
war had, fucceeded the horrors of filence in 
this fatal place; that this edifice, torn from. 
the cenobites, who had raifed it with fo 
_ much zeal and perfeverance, had at different | 
periods ferved as a retreat to the vanquithed, 
or as an advanced poft to the victorious 
army. | 

The differences of tyle in its conftruétion 
may ferve as a hiftory.of this monument. 
Being begun in the firft ages of catholicifm; 
all that was then raifed ftill bears the mark 
of greatnefs and magnificence : what war has 
afterwards added has been done haftily, and 
is {till more in ruins than the original con- 
ftruction. In the court a {mall church; builtof 
unbaked bricks, fhews further, that a {maller © 


number of reclufe have returned, after a con- 


fiderable 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 177 


fiderable time to refume poffeffion of thefe 
walls ; and finally, a more recent deftruction 
feems to indicate that it is only a few ages 
fince this {pot has been entirely given up to | 
the filence and defolation that prevails all 
around this gloomy edifice. . 

The detachment which had left me ae 
now came back for me, and it was like rifing 
from the tomb. With regard to the quar- 
ries which I Stand denthes neighbourhood, 
they are not thofe out of which the obelifks 
were cut, for thefe are always of granite, and 
the granite rocks are at a diftance from this 
fpot. The rocks here are free-ftone ; the 
only objects of curiofity are the fragments of 
the inclined 10ads, over which the mafles cf 
fone avere rolled, and thus conducted to the 
river, to be there embarked for the different | 
edifices where they were to be employed. - 

We learnt that the Mamelukes, who had 

Venn: M — fled 
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fled before us at Damiet, had taken the de- 
fert on the right bank of the river, and were 
going down the ftream to rejoin Affan-Bey : 
that Murad, after violent debates, had col- 
lected all the provifions which the upper 
country could furnifh, and was returning by 
the left fide through the defert, leaving be- 
hind him only the aged Solyman, who kept 
poffeffion of Bribe with eighty Mamelukes. 
Having nothing more to do at Syene, we 
left it the 25th of February. I could ftill 
have willingly remained there a fortnight 
— longer, but | fhould have feared to wait for 
the burning ‘winds of the fpring, and my | 
health had already had a painful attack: 
three days of eaft wind in January had made 
the atmofphere as oppreffively hot as it 1s 
with us in the dog-days; to this had fuc- 
ceeded fo cold a north wind, that in four 
hours it had given mea fever, In hopes of 


fome 
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fome reft, I had put myfelf on board the — 
barks; they were to fail as high up as the 
troops, who were refuming the journey which 
I had juft taken; and I hoped in travelling 
by the river to fee Ombos, and the quarrics \ 
of Gebel Silfilis, which I had paffed at fome _ 
diftance to my left, in my excurfion up the | 
f{tream. 7 | 

I was hardly embarked, when I experi- 
enced all the inconveniencies of this mode of 
conveyance. The contrary wind, the ftu- 
pidity of the natives, who could not be made 
to work the veffels, and the fruitlefs cries of 
our provencals, every thing confpired to tor- 
ment us. We were a long while working 
up to Com-Ombos, and juft then the wind 
became favourable for paffing it; our flotilla 
were in too much hafte for me to venture 
to propofe {topping there even a fingle hour, 
- fo that I had juft time to give ita glance in 
M 2 failing 
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failing by, and to take a hafty fketch of the 
general fité, and the fine pofition ofthe mo- 
numenfs. The ancient Ombos, where the 
crocodile was revered, is ftill called Com- 
- Ombos (the mountain Ombos) and it is fitu- 
ated on an eminence, which commands the 
country, and projects out to the very margin 
of the fiver. If all the fragments which are 
here feen belonged to a fingle edifice, it muft 
have beenimmentfe. In the centre is a grand 
portico of columns with wide capitals, in 
very large proportion; on the fouth, one gate 
is preferved entire; it joined a wall of cir- 
cuimvallation, which is deftroyed; at the 
weft, and. on the bank of the Nile, an enor- 
mous mole was raifed, which is at prefent in 
tuins at its upper part; the inundations of 
the river have laid bare its foundations for 
fixty feet in depth ; they were conftructed 
with the fame folidity and magnificence as: 

the 
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the ornamental part. - Towards the north, in 
the fame direction, the remains of a temple 
or gallery may be feen, in fmaller proportion, 
with columns and capitals, Th the open 
{pace between thefe two laft edifices, was a 
parapet made of hewn ftone, which opened 
to the view the grand temple in the middle, 
and muft have produced a theatrical and 
magnificent effect. It is very well proved 
that the Egyptians were more attached to 
magnitude, even in producing picturefque 
beauties, than to regular fymmetry; they fup- 
plied the want of this latter by noble piles 
of buildings, by richnefs, by beautiful parts, 
and by impreffive effect. Were they wrong 
in this idea? The queftion is of confiderable 
magnitude. Howden this may be, and 
whatever compofed the Petainider of the an- 
cient town of Ombos, it could not but offer 
a very majeftic view when entire; fince, di- 
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lapidated as it is, and encumbered with vile 
huts, the forms of beauty which it difplays 
produce a moft magic picture of fplendid 

ruin to the beholder. | 
The next day I was more fortunate: we 
anchored oppofite the large quarries of free- 
ftone cut in the mountains, which form the 
banks of the Nile here on either fide. This - 
{pot is called Gebel Silfilis, and is fituated 
between Etfu and Ombos: The ftone of 
thefe quarries being of an equal grain and 
uniform texture throughout, blocks may be 
cut out of them as large as can be defired ; 
and it is doubtle{s to the beauty and unaltera- 
bility of this material, that we owe the vaft 
fize and fine prefervation of the monuments 
which are our admiration at the prefent 
time, fo many centuries after the date of their _ 
conftruction. From the immenfe excava- 
tions, and the quantity of fragments which 
! _ may 
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may ftill be ies in thefe quarries, we may 
fuppofe that they were worked for fome 
thoufand of years ; and they alone might 
have fupplied the materials employed for the 
greater parts of the monuments of Egypt. 
The diftance would, in fad, ‘prove no ob- 
ftacle to the working of thefe quarries, fince 
the Nile, during its inundation, would con- 
{tantly come and float the boats which were: 
loaded during the dry feafon, and carry them 
to the place of their deftination. 

The mania of erecting monuments among 
the Egyptians, fhews itfelf on every fide in 
thefe quarries; which, after having furnifhed | 
materials for the erection of temples, were 
themfelves confecrated by monuments, and 
decorated with religious edifices. On the 
fore of the Nile may be {een porticoes with 

columns, entablatures, and cornices, covered. 
with eee all cut out of the folid 
M4 rock ; 
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rock ; and likewife a large number of tombs, 
alfo hollowed out of the mountain. Thefe 
tombs are ftill very curious, though they are 
disfigured with trenches and rubbifh. | 

In feveral of thefe tombs fmall private 
chambers are found, many of which contain 
large fealed figures ; thefe chambers are 
adorned with hieroglyphics traced on the 
rock, and terminated with coloured {tucco, 
reprefenting conftantly offerings of bread, 
fruits, liquors, fowls, &c.- The ceilings, alfo 
of ftucco, are ornamented with painted fcrolls 
in an exquifite tafte ; the floor is inlaid with 
a number of tombs of the fame dimenfions 
and form as are given to the cafes of mum- 
mics, and équal in number to the {culptured 
figures: thofe that reprefent men have {mall 
{quare beards, with a head-drefs hanging. 
behind over the fhoulders ; the women have 
the fame dreffles, but falling down in front 


over 
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over ick naked necks. Thefe latter are 
commonly reprefented with one arm pafling 
within the arm of the figure befide them, 
and the other holding a lotus flower, a plant 
of Acheron, the emblem of. death. The 
tombs that contain but a fingle figure are 
probably thofe of men who have died in 
celibacy; where three are contained, they 
reprefent perhaps a hufband who had two 
wives, either at one time or fucceffively. The | 
accefs to thefe tombs being always made 
by violence, I could not obferve how they 
_ were intended to open and fhut ; all that I 
could diftinguifh in the fragments that re- 
mained was, that the doors were all deco- 
rated with jambs covered with hieroglyphics, 
and furmounted with a coping, which forms 
a cornice, and an entablature on which a 
winged globe is always {culptured. 

| On the fide of thefe doors I have often 


met 
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met with the figure of a woman in the at- 
titude of grief ; perhaps a widow lamenting 
the lofs of her hufband. This is repre-— 
fented at Fig. 4. Plate LIT. | 

The choice of this fituation for the habi- 
tations of the dead, fhews, that at all times 
in Egypt, the filence of the defert has been’ 
the afylum of death, fince even now the 
Egyptians carry their dead into the defert' 
three leagues from their habitations, that the’ 
drynefs of the fands may preferve them from’ 
corruption ; and they go thither every week 
to pray over thefe tombs. I had hardly 
drawn the moft interefting of thefe quarries, ' 
when a favourable wind fummoned us on’ 
board. © 

In approaching Efneh we again found’ 
crocodiles: they are not to be feen at Syene, » 
but re-appear above the cataracts: they feem ’ 


to prefer certain reaches ‘of | the ‘river, and 
parti- 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 187 


particularly from Tentyra to Ombos; they 
abound moft of all near Hermontes. We 
here faw. three of them; one, much larger 
than the reft, was nearly twenty-five feet 
long; they were all afleep, fo that we could 
‘approach them within twenty paces, and 
we had time to diftinguifh all the pecu- 
liarities which give them fuch a hideous 
afpect : they refembled difmounted cannon. 
I fired on one with a. heavy- mufquet, the 
ball ftruck him and rebounded from: his 
{cales ; he made a leap of ten feet, and dived 
into the river. 

Four leagues fhort of E{nech, I bie a quay 
faced with ftone, on the edge of the river, 
and two hundred yards further was a pyra- 
midal gate much in ruins, along with fix 
columns of the portico and gallery of a tem- 
ple, which muft have been dedicated to 
Chnubis. We had a fair wind, and it 


would 
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would have been a crime of treafon againtt 
the fervice to requeft a delay for the purpofe 
of making a drawing, fo that I could only 
take a fketch of it as we paffed by. 

Half a league lower we faw four other 
crocodiles, 

“At day-break we arrived at Efneh. On 
landing I heard the drums beat to mufter 
the forces. I had already had enough of 
travelling by water, fo that in ten minutes 
after fetting foot on fhore I was on horfe- 
back, turning my back on Apollinopolis and 
Latepolis, many particulars of which | ftill 
had to examine. But fuch was the chance 
of war; and I ought to think myfelf very 
happy that the obftinacy of Murad had 
eaufed me to vifit Syene. He appeared to 
have had no other plan than that of conftant 
perfeverance, following every day the impulfe 
of the moment, and the event of circum: 


fice 
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The coalition of the beys was already — 
broken; Solyman had remained at Deéir; 
Affan, with forty Mamelukes, had feparated | 
from Murad as high as Efneh, and had gone 
up ftill higher to Etfu; all the fheiks on the 
left fide muft have parted from him lower . 
down; and Murad himfelf, left alone with 
his three hundred Mamelukes, had been 
about to defcend below Siut, but being met 
at Suhama, below Girgeh, by General 
Friand, who had broken the affembly of 
troops, which he was again collecting, he 
took the road to Eluah, one of the oafes, 
where he remained, waiting to fee what 
might turn out in his favour. There had 
been two actions between the Mecca fol- 
diers and General Friand on the left bank, 
between Thebes and Kous; fix hundred of 
thefe adventurers had perifhed in the two | 


encounters; but it was faid that the fheref 


of 
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of Mecca himfelf was advancing with fix 
thoufand troops to join the eight or nine 
hundred that remained out of the firft - 


crufade. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Arrival at Hermontis—Vifit the Necropolis of 
Thebes—Arrive at Kous—Capture of the 
Filotilia by the Meccans—Battle of Benhute 
—Fortre/s fiormed—Critical Situation of 
the French Army—Reach Keneh— Attempt 
to furprife the Enemy—Retreat of the Ma- 
melukes into the Defert—New Pofttion of 
the Army. : , Roe 


E arrived at Hermontis in the morn- 
| ing of the 4th of March. We there | 
halted, in order to procure intelligence of 
the Mamelukes, the Meccans, and the 
-feveral detachments of our army, which was 
at this moment diftributed over a confider- 
able extent. of country. 


Having 
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Having already feen the temple here, I 
was reduced to a fecond vifit to the hiero- 
glyphics, and I took drawings of all thofe 
that appeared to me the moft ufeful to be 
prefented to the refearches of the learned on 
_myreturn. (See Plate LX. Figs. 2, 3, 4, 
and 5.) | | 

I had now a better opportunity of ob- 
ferving the fite of the ancient town, which 
had had a wall of circumvallation, and 
{feveral temples. But for ever temples! not 
a fingle public edifice, not a fingle houfe, nor 
even royal palace, which had been able to 
refift the ravages of time! What then were 
the people, and who the fovereigns! It 
fhould {eem that the former were compofed 
of flaves, the latter pious leaders, and the 
priefts humble and hypocritical defpots, con- 
cealing their tyranny from the people by the 
name of a vain monarch, and poffeffing all 

| the 
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the {cience that was then knowh, which . 
they wrapped up in emblem and myftery, 
to put a barrier between them and the peo- 
ppic.. artis king was ferved by priefts, coun- 
felled by priefts, fed by them, inftructed by 

them; every morning, after having dreffed | 
him up, they read to him the duties of a 
fovereign towards his people, and towards 
his religion; they then led him to the tem- 
ple; and the reft of the day, like the doge of 
Venice, he was never without fix counfel- 
lors who {till were priefts. With fach pre- 
cautions, they might perhaps be tolerably 
fecure of never having a very bad king; but 
what was the gain for the people, if the 
priefts fupplied his place? The only two 
fovereigns who, according to hiftory, dared 
_ to fhake off the yoke, were Cheops and Ce- 
_ phrenes, who fhut up the temples for twenty 
years; but thefe were regarded as impious 


py OL. cil, N | and 
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and rebellious princes, and were recorded as 
fuch in the’annals which the priefts com- 
pofed and handed down to pofterity. 

_ The palace with a hundred chambers, the 
only palace mentioned in the hiftory of 
Egypt, was the work of a new form of go- 
vernment, in which the priefts could no 
longer poflefs the fame influence. The 
famous canals, of which hiftory {peaks fo 
| pompoufly, have preferved no magnificence, 
have neither caufeways nor fluices, and ‘the 
only facings and quays that I have met with 
on the banks of the Nile are very trifling 
works, compared to thofe coloffal ae im- 
mortal temples, whofe precincts occupied ~ 
a very large proportion of the {pace included 
within the walls that furrounded the towns. 
The jefuits of Paraguay, perhaps, might 
have let us into the fecret of the fyftem of | 
theocratic dominion; and in this cafe | 


fhould 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT. i 1095 
fhould fee in the fich country of Egypt née 
thing but a gloomy and myfterious govern= 
- ment, weak kings, and a fad unhappy people. 
On the 8th we fet out on our march to 
meet Ofman-Bey, who, we were informed, 
was to pafs the Nile at Keneh: I had again 
the mortification of croffing the ground oc- 
cupied by the ancient Thebes, with ftill lefs 
opportunity of examining it than at firft; 
without meafuring a fingle column, without 
taking a fingle {ketch, without approaching 
a fingle monument, we followed the courfe 
_of the Nile, avoiding both the temples of 
Medinet-Abu, the Memnonium, the temples 
of Kurnu, which I paffed on: my left, and 
thofe of Luxor and Karnak on my right— 
{till temples—nothing but temples! and not 
_aveftige of the hundred gates fo celebrated 
in hiftory; no walls, quays, bridges, baths, or 
theatres ; not a fingle edifice of public utility 
N20) or 
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or convenience; notwithftanding all the 
| pains which I took in the refearch, I could 
find nothing but temples, walls covered with 
obfcure emblems, and hieroglyphics, which 
attefted the afcendency of the priefthood, | 
who ftill feemed to reign over thefe mighty 
ruins, and whofe empire conftantly haunted 
my imagination. | 
The fpace occupied by this incompre-_ 

-henfible town, now infolds four villages and 
' as many hamlets, which appear thinly fcat- 
tered over vatt fields; as a few wild nats 
recall to the paffenger the exiftence of fome 
{tately tree, celebrated by the majefty of its 
fhade, or the abundance of its fruit. Quit- 
~ ting with regret this famous diftriét, we halt- 
edin the village on the weft fide, the quarter 
of the ancient “necropolis, where I again 
found the inhabitants of Kurnu. difputing 
our entrance into the tombs, which they had 


taken 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT. ? 107 


taken as their afylum. We muft have killed 
them before we could perfuade them that 
we did not mean them any harm, and we 
had not time to enter into difpute; we 
therefore contented ourfelves with blockad- 
ing the openings, whilft we took a fhort re- 
paft on the fpot, and I took advantage of "this 
halt to finifh my drawing of the defert, and 
the outer view of thefe habitations of the 
_ dead. (See Plate XXI. Fig. 2.) 

Towards the evening one of our {pies gave 
us notice, that the foldiers from Mecca, 
united to Ofman-Bey, were entrenched at 
Benhute, three leagues before Keneh, where 
they were waiting for us: he told us further, 
that they had artillery with them, and that 
they were determined on hoftilities, and on 
taking the chance ofa battle; and added, 
that they had ftopped feveral of our barks on 
the Nile; and after an ob{tinate combat, in 

‘N83 which. 
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which many of the peafants and Meccans 
had been killed, the French had been over- 
powered by numbers, and had been all maf- 
facred. We flept on the banks of the river, 
and this was to be pafied before we could 
come up with the enemy ; fo we waited for 
our barks to come up. We foon were con- 
vinced, beyond a doubt, that we were feen 
by the enemy from the oppofite fhore, for we 
perceived armed horfemen conftantly paffing 
and repaffing. We then marched back fs 
meet our convoy, which we foon joined ; 
and all the reft of the day was employed in 
the paflage of the river, which we made 
good at Il Kamoutch. On the 10th we 
ref{umed our march, and on our arrival at 
Kous, the report which we had heard in the 
evening was confirmed. 

Kous, which 1s placed at the entrance of | 
the opening of the defert which leads to 
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Berenice and Coffeir, is {till beautiful on the 
fouth fide. Its immenfe plantations of me- 
lons, and its numerous and abundant. gar- 
dens, muft make it appear delicious to the 
inhabitants of the fhores of the Red Sea, and 
to the thirfty travellers who have juft crofled 
the defert. It has fucceeded to the commerce 
and cathdbit eftablifhment-of Copthos; for 
the Copts are ftill its moft numerous inha- 
bitants. Their zeal induced them to come 
and give us all the intelligence which they 
had been able to collect, and they sauna 
panied us in perfon, and followed us with 
their good withes to the very confines of 
their territory. I was ftruck with the fin- 
cere intereft which the fheik exprefled for 
eur fate, sho, believing that we were march- 
ing on to certain death, gave us the moft 
circumftantial advice, without concealing 
from us any of the dangers to which we 

N 4 were 
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were expofed, advifed us with great judgment 
on every particular which could render the 
encounter lefs fatal to us, followed us as far 
as he could, and parted from us with tears 
in his eyes. Defaix had before been a week 
at Kous, and had feen much of the theik ; 
and the tender intereft which the latter fhew-_ 
ed for us, a the natural refult of the favour- 
able opinion which he muft have formed of | 
the frank and communicative difpofition of 
our leader, and of that mild and unvarying 
equity which afterwards obtained for him the 
title of the Juf?; the moft honourable appel- . 
lation which could be obtained by a conque- 
ror and a ftranger, arrived in an enemy's 
country on purpofe to make war. 

We took but little heed of the battle 
which it was faid our boats had been engaged 
/ in, and we were far from having a juft idea 
of the importance of the intelligence given 

: us, 
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us. We were now but four leagues off the 
enemy; an hour after ia march through 
Kous we obferved at the foot of the defert, 
the ruins of Copthos, famous in the fourth 
century by its commerce with the eaft: no- 
thing of its ancient fplendour can be diftin- 
guifhed ; but the extent of the heaps of ruins 
with which it is furrounded, points out that 
of the fite of the ancient city. All.that re- | 
- mains of the old town, is as dry and unin- 
habited as the defert, on the border of which 
it is fituated. 

We were {icarcely patt Copthos, ‘when we 
were informed that the enemy had begun 
their march; we halkeds and after a flight 
repaft, refumed our courfe to meet them. 
We foon perceived their ftandards, which 
were diftributed over more than a league of 
ground; we continued to advance in the 
order that we had firft taken, that is to fay, 


a {quare 
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a fquare battalion, | flanked with a fingle 
| three-pounder field-piece, and fifteen ca- 
yalry : .we looked like a fingle point coming 
acrofs aline. We foon heard the fhouts of 
the enemy, and we came to action at a vil- 
lage, which the extremity of their line had 
jut occupied; we detached our markfmen, 
who immediately were clofely engaged with 
them ; but, notwithftanding feveral fhot from 
our ficld-piece, they did not give way, for 
théir rath valour fupplied the want of fufh- 
cient arms. After this advanced body had 
been cut to pieces, rather a routed, we 
found more refiftance in the villages, where 
the enemy were more on an equality with 
us, by having fome fire-arms, and _ the pro- 
tection of walls; we however repulfed them | 
as far back as another village, a quarter of a 
| league farther off. At this moment. the 
Mamelukes began to parade before us, and 


to 
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to make a feint of charging our right, to di- 
vert us from purfuing the advantage that we 
had juft gained over their ally: however, we 
marched ftraight up to them, without dif- 
- continuing the engagement with the Mec- 
cans: our determined advance, and fome 
difcharges of cannon, delivered us from the 
‘Mamelukes, who were not fo much in earneft 
as the Meccans, and only wifhed to try if 
the number and valour of their allies would 
compel us to detach againft them fo many 
of our men as would weaken our grand 
fquare, and allow them to charge us with 
advantage. Having diflodged the infantry. of 
our enemy from the fecond village, we came 
to a -f{mall plain before Benhute, where we 
knew that the greater body of the enemy 
was entrenched, and to which all the fugi- 
tives had retired. We expected to havea 
bloody battle, but not to be cannonaded in 
| form 
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form by a battery which fired both grape 
and bullets, which reached our fquare, ame 
even. went beyond us. I now faw death — 
clofe at my fide; in the fhort time of ten — 
minutes that we ftopped, three perfons were 
killed, whilft I was fpeaking to them. I 
dared no longer fpeak to any one, for the 
laft-was {truck by a ball, which we both faw 
coming up ploughing the ground before it, 
and appearing to be almoft {pent. My friend 
lifted up his foot to let it pafs him, when a 
fudden leap of the ball {truck him on the 
heel, and tore the mutfcles of his leg, making 
a wound which the next day proved fatal to + 
this young officer, as we wanted the necef- 
fary inftruments for amputation. 
. We fancied that, according to the cuftom — 
of the country, their unmounted pieces were 
capable but of one direction: we were, 
however, not a little furprifed, on perceiving 

| that 
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that their balls followed our movements, fo 
as to oblige us to quicken our pace in poft- 
ing ourfelves in front of the village, where 
we maintained the action, while the carabi- 
neers and chaffeurs proceeded to turn their 
battery, and to carry it at the bayonet’s 
point. The moment the drums beat to 
_ charge, the Mamelukes came forward to the 
attack of our carabineers, who, after having 
received them with a difcharge of mufketry, 
by which they were repulfed, ftormed and 
carried the battery, making a general maf- 
facre of all thofe who ferved the guns. 
Thefe guns were French; and were found 
on inf{pection to have belonged to the Iralie, 
the commodore’s bark of our flotilla. We 
were in hopes that after this important cap- 
ture the battle would terminate, by the dif- 
perfion or flight of the army of Meccans: a 
part of this army, however, maintained its 
: ground 
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ground for a confiderable time ina {mall 
grove of palm-treess while the other part, 
which re Gil iaere numerous, made a ” 
kind of retreat, which we dared not harafs, | 
fince, whenever, we paffed beyond the 
thickets and enclofed grounds to make a 
rapid movement, the Mamelukes, by whom 
we were conftantly flanked, had it in their 
power to attack and drive us back. It was 
therefore neceflary to march in order of bat- 
tle, and with the troops formed to receive 
them. During fix hours we had been un- 
ceafingly engaged with an enemy, undifci- 
_ plined it is true, but brave, fanatic, and 
tenfold our number, who attacked with fury 
and made an obftinate refiftance, never re- 
treating unlefs in a body, infomuch, that it 
became neceflary to cut off in detail the de- 
-tachments as they advanced, Worn out, 
and panting with the extreme heat, we 


— {topped 
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ftopped a moment to take breath. We were 


utterly deftitute of water, of which wenever ~ . 


had {tood fo much in need. | I recolleé find- 
ing, in the heat of the action, a jug of water 
at the extremity of a wall, and that, not 
having time to drink, I poured the water on 
my. bofom, to allay the burning heat by — 3 
which I was tormented. | | 
So long as our enemies kept poffeffion 
of their batteries, they retreated confidently, 
having frefh fupplies of men on whom to de- 
pend. We were then of opinion that it 
was their intention to bring us, by a feigned 
retreat, within the reach of thefe batteries. 
But when we had loft them, we confidered 
that, as the fmall wood to which they had 
retreated, was become their laft and only 
point of defence, they would either try the 
chance of a decifive action, cr would {wim 
acrofs the Nile, or, laftly, would join the 


Mame- 
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Mamelukes, and difappear with them, which 
it was impoflible for us to prevent. On 
drawing near to the wood, we perccived, 
however, that it contained a large village, ~ 
with a fortrefs belonging to the Mamelukes, 
provided with baftions and battlements, the — 
approach to which was rendered {till more 
difficult, as the enemy were provided with 
arms and ammunition of every defcription, _ 
which we found to have belonged to us, both 
by the diftance to which the balls were fent, 
and by the balls themfelves. We were em- 
ployed for upwards of two hours in attacking 
this fortrefs on every fide, without being able 
to find any point from which the enemy did 
not affail us fuccefsfully. We had fixty 
men killed, and as many wounded. On the 
approach of night we fet fire to the houfes 
in the vicinity, took poffeffion of a mofque, 
cut off the enemy's retreat hy the Nile, and 


endea--: 
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endeavoured to mount afrefh the guns that we 
had recaptured. On their fide, the befieged 
were employed in augmenting the number 
of their battlements, in conftruding low 
batteries, and in pointing guns which they 
had not as yet brought into ufe. Several 
peafants, who had efcaped both from the fire 
of the befiegers and from that of the be- 
fieged, found their way to us, and informed 
us, that on the day after the departure of 
General Defaix in purfuit of Murad-Bey, 
the Meccans, who had recently quitted the 
defert, attacked the alte and the flotilla un- 


_. der her protection ; and that, after a fevere 


conflict of twenty hours, the crew of the 
commodore’s bark had run her aground, and, - 
© from an apprehenfion of being boarded, had 
- fet fire to her, and gone on board the fmall 
barks. That having been prevented by a 
gale of wind from keeping out to fea, and 


Vor. I. O being 
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_ being exhaufted by the numbers and impe- 


tuofity of the affailants, the whole of thefe 
unfortunate men had been killed. They 
added, that fince that time the Meccans had 
been employed in collecting all the means of © 
attack and defence with which their con- 
queft fupplied them. That they had funk 
one of our veffels, .to force all thofe who — 
fhould nayicate the river to pafs within 
reach of their battery; and had thus ren- 
dered themfelves mafters of the Nile. And 
laftly, that, notwithftanding all the loffes 
which they had fuftainedin men, they were 
till very numerous and very refolute. 

At day-break we began to batter the for- 
trefs, with a view of making a breach: as 
it was, however, conftructed of unbaked 
bricks, each bullet fimply made a hole, with-- 
out’ bringing down any part of the build- 
ing. The flames at the fame time made 


HO 
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ho progrefs, on account of the court-yards, 
which feparated the principal building from 
the circumyallation. At nine in the morn- 
ing the Mamelukes advanced with their ca- 
mels, as. if with @ view to throw fuccours 
into the place. A party was fent out againft _ 
them, and they retreated after a flight re~ 
fiftance. General Beliard, perceiving that 
the refult of the palliative means which 
had hitherto been employed had been a lofs 
of time and of men, gave orders for an 
affault, which was given and received with 
unexampled valour. The firft circumyalla- 
tion was opened under the enemy’s fire; 
and, notwithftanding the inceffant dif- 
charges of mufquetry of the befieged, by 
whom a fortie was made, combutftible mat- 
_ ters were introduced which annoyed them 
in their retreat. One of their magazines’ 
blew up, and the flames extended them- 

Ore {elves 
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felves in every dire@tion. As they were 
without water, they extinguifhed the fire - 


with their feet and hands, and even endea- 


_ youred to fmother it by throwing themfelves 


on it. They were feen, black and naked, 
running through the flames, and refembling 
fo many devils in hell: I could not view 
them without an emotion of horror blended 
with admiration. Intervals of tranquillity 
- fucceeded; during which a folitary ‘VOICE 
was heard, which was anfwered by (iéted. 
hymns and warlike fhouts. They then. 
rufhed on us from all fides, notwithftanding 
the certainty of death. 

Towards the clofe of the evening we 
{tormed; and this operation was long and 
terrible. Twice we penetrated into the in- 
terior of the fortrefs, and twice we were 
driven back again. I was not fo much 
terrified by the loffes we fuftained, as by the 


reflection 
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reflection that we had freth efforts to make — 
againft an enemy whom we could not in- 
 timidate. I knew befides, that we were re- 
duced to our laft box. of cartridges. In the 
latter of thefe two attempts to {torm, Cap- 
tain Bulliot, an officer of diftinguifhed 
bravery, but rafh, heedlefs, and imprudent, 
perifhed. Having a foreboding of his ap- 
proaching diffolution, he drew me. towards 
him, {queezed my hand, and bade me a 
mournful adieu. A moment after, I faw him 
_ dragging himfelf along on his hands and feet, 
and endeavouring to fnatch himfelf from the 
jaws of death. 

When night drew on, hoftilities were 
fufpended. As we had been engaged during 
two days, it was neceflary to take a little 
breath, eines 

Painful duties fucceeded to the dangers 
of the combat. We heard the cries of the : 

O 3 wounded, 
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wounded, to whom we had no remedies ta 
adminifter, and on whom we could not / 
| perform the moft urgent operations for want ue 

_ of inftruments. - Ourl offes in men had been 
very confiderable, and we had ftill many — 
enemies to fubdue. - The neceflity of {paring 
our gallant. troops made us fubftitute to an 
attack by ftorm the expedient of {etting fire 

to the enemy’s buildings. For this purpofe 
two fires were kindled ; pofts were ftationed 

at all the avenues: and thefe pofts were ren- 
lieved from time to time to render the duty 
lefs fevere. As our danger required an ex- 
actnefs of fervice and difcipline, the troops 
repofed in battle array. Towards the middle 

of the night, an als, followed by a fhe-afs, 
entered the quarters at full fpeed. Ina mo- 
ment every one was up and at his poft, amid 

a filence and a good order as {triking as the 
occafion was ridiculous, — 


An 
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An unfortunate coptic bifhop, a prifoner 
in the fortrefs, made his efcape, under fhelter 
of the darknefs of the night, with a few 
followers, and, having been expofed in his 
flight to the fire of our advanced pofts, reach- 
ed us, covered with wounds and contufions. 
After having taken fome refrefhments, He 
entered into a detail of the horrors from 
whiclr he had juft efcaped. During the laft 
twelve hours, the befieged had been without 
water; their walls were heated through ; 
their {wollen tongues choked up the paflage 
of the air; and, in fhort, their fituation 
was terrible, In reality, a few minutes after, 
and an hour before the break of day, thirty 
of the befieged who were the beft armed, 
forced a patlage through one of our advanced 
pofts. At day-break our troops entered by 
the breaches that the fire had made, and put | 
to the {word thofe who, notwithftanding : 

O 4 they | 
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they were half roafted alive, ftill offered a re- 
fiftance. One of them, who appeared to be 
a chief, was brought to the general. He was 
in fo {wollen a ftate, that in endeavouring to. 
ftoop to feat himfelf, his fkin cracked in 
every part. -* If,’ faid he, «1 am brought 
“hither to be killed, I beg that you will 
“ haften to put me out of my mifery.” He 
was accompanied by a flave, who regarded 
his mafter with fo deep an expreffion of grief; 
_ that I felt an efteem both for one and the 
other. The dangers by which this flave was 
furrqounded could not draw afide for a mo- 
ment his affectionate concern for his mafter. 
He lived for him alone: he viewed him ; and 
could fee no other object. What looks! 
how tender and how deep a melancholy! 
How good mutt he have been, who was thus 
cherifhed by his flave! However deplorable 
his lot, I could not help envying him who 


was 
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was thus beloved, Recurring to my own 
Geuanonat faid to myfelt': 19 fatisty an 
idle and vain curiofity, here I am, at the 
diftance of a thoufand leagues from France, 
furrounded by my valiant ‘countrymen, 
among whom I feek a friend. Yefterday I 
was in the company of warriors, whofe ex- 

cellent qualities I efteemed, and whofe tran- 
- feendant bravery I admired : to-day Lattend 
their funeral ; and to-morrow I fhall abandon 
their remains on the foreign foil to which 
my ill-fated fteps have drawn me. It was 
but juft now that a young man, replete with 


health and courage, braved the enemy whom 


'. he was about to combat. I faw him attack 


where the danger was the moft imminent: 
| I faw him fall; and I heard the accents of 
grief which fucceeded the expreflions of tits 
valorous impetuofity. He called in vain; 
and as he dragged himfelf along, the fire 


commu- 
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communicated to the cartridges he had about 


him. His body and limbs were mutilated by 


the explofion; but full his voice was heard: 


I faw him expire; and to-morrow—to-mor- 


row the poft that he held will confole for his _ 
lofs the companion by whom he is to be fuc- 
ceeded. O man! from what fource do ood 
draw your virtues, if fuch ignoble paffions : 
lurk in the moft honourable of all profef- 
fions ? ‘This is a cruel egotifm which misfor- 
tune does not correci, and which Betenies 
atrocious, feeing that danger forbids it to be 
concealed. Ina ftate of warfare it 1s beft 
appreciated, and its terrible effects more par-~ 
ticularly felt. Let us direct our view, hows 
ever, to the advantageous fide of the pro- 
feffion. : | wit 
On the morning of the 23d of March, 
General Beliard had the happinefs to beftow - 


a pardon on the prifoners that he had made, 
| : and, 
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and, by difmiffing them, to make them ac- 
-quainted with our generofity, and with the 
difference of our cuftoms from theirs. Se- 
_veral of them, impreffed with gratitude, and 
with tears in their eyes, afked permiffion to 
follow us. 
The Mamelukes again made their ap- 
pearance. On our going out to meet them, 
we found that this was a falfe attack which 
they had contrived, to give them time to 
load their camels with water. As we had 
put an end to the fiege, we purfued them 
to the defert, where we had an opportunity . 
of feeing all their forces collected together. 
They confifted of a thoufand horfes, as many 
camels, and about two thoufand foot. The 
reft of their army was made up of the Mec- 
cans, whom they had fo perfidioufly drawn 
into their quarrel, and whom they afterwards’ 
abandoned in fo daftardly a way. We fan- | 


cied 
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cied at firft that they were about to pene- 
trate into the defert; they, however, took 
up their {tation on the mfing ground, regu- 
jating their movements by ours, and having 
- 4n their rear horfemen, who apprized them 
by difcharges of mufketry of the halts which 
we made, as well as of our advances, We 

felt more than ever of how little utility it was 
to purfue them when they would not fight, 
and how impoffible it was to furprize them 
in a country where they had, on each fide 
of the river, a retreat always open to them, 
and which would be fecured to them {fo long 
as they fhould be fuperior in cavalry, and 
fhould be ‘able to proteat their camels. We 
therefore gave up an ufelefs purfuit, and very 
wifely returned to fecure and protec our 
barks. The remainder of the day was {pent 
by the general in collecting together and 

putting on board the guns, ammunition, and 


warlike 
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warlike implements which we had recap- 
tured. 

It is not until the paroxyfm is paft that 
the fick man finds the fever to have ex- 
haufted his ftrength: While the enemy had 
fired on us with our own powder and balls, 
we had not calculated how much of thefe 
articles it was neceflary to expend, to exhauft 
or recover what had been taken from us. 
But, now that we were more tranquil, we 
reckoned an hundred and fifty men in killed 
and wounded, that is to fay, that we had 
gambled ina lottery in which every feventh 
ticket was a blank; and we found that, 
having been at the expence of fupplying both 
fides with ammunition, we had {carcely 
enough left to venture on acombat. Lafily, 
_ we confidered that the iat wii Gost which 
was to fupply our confumption had been 
deftroyed, together with all thofe by whom 


it 
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it was guarded; and that wé were an hun- 
dred and fifty leagues from Cairo, where our 
- necefiities were altogether unknown. Dur- 
ing a conflict of three days and two nights, I 
could not! fufficiently admire the coolnefs 
and intrepidity of General Beliard; and I 
was not lefs edified by his intelligence in the 
adminiftration of affairs during the interval 
‘which followed this conflia, le& brilliant 
in its nature than it was perilous. The 
flighteft mifconduct would. have: put the 
finifhing ftroke to the misfortune of the lofs 
of our flect, a difafter which his prudent 1n- 
telligence could not repair, but the worft 
confequences of which it had at leaft the 
effect of averting’ | 
While the fate of fuch of the inhabitants 
of Benhut as had remained quietly there was 
under difcuffion, as well as that of thofe who 
had fled, I was not a little furprifed at find- 
ing, 
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ing, at the pofts that we occupied in the vil- 
lage, feveral women in the company of our 
foldiers, whofe eafe and eaicty I confidered as 
an illufion. I could fearcely perfuade myfelf 
that they were not familiar with our lan- 
euage. Each of them had made her choice 
freely, and they all appeared perfectly well 
fatisficd. Some of them were very pretty ; 
and it was fo novela thing to be fed, attend- 
ed, and well treated by their conquerors, ~ 
that I am of opinion they would willingly 
have followedthe army. To belong is fo en- 
tirely their deftiny, that nothing but a fenfe 
of obedience could have induced them after- 
wards to return under the denomination of 
their fathers and hufbands. In fucha ftrange 
predicament, they are not received with that 
{crupuloufly inexorable jealoufy which cha-_ 
racterizes the orientals. “‘It was owing to 
the war,” fay they; “‘ that we were unable 


«* to defend them. They have fubmitted to 
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«the law of the vanquifhers, and are not 
‘*¢ more tarnifhed on that account, than we 
*‘ are difhonoured by the wounds that we | 
have received.” In this way they again en- 
ter the harem; and there is never any alter- 
cation about what has paffed. By fuch nice 
diftinétions as thefe jealoufy is refined, id 
becomes a noble paffion, of which man may . 
even boaft. 

We were informed that the fheik who 
commanded, or rather who exhorted the 
Meccans, had made his efcape towards the 
clofe of the preceding night; and that during | 
the fiege he had prayed without fighting, 
quitting his retreat from time to time, and 
faying to his followers: “ I pray heaven for 
“you . it is your duty to fight for the divi- | 
‘nity. It was after thefe exhortations that 
we heard the pious hymns, which were fol- 
lowed by warlike fhouts, forties, and generai 


difcharges of mufquetry. 
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On the 11th of April we marched towards 
Keneh, to afcertain whether there were any 
Meccans i in that quarter, and what was be- - 
come of General Defaix. Our progrefs was 
interrupted by thofe particular winds, which, 
notwithftanding the fky is clear and un- 
- clouded, fill the air with fo much {and, that 
it if neither day nor night. Our barks -not 
being able to proceed, we were obliged to 
{top within a quarter of a league of that fatal 


Benhute, the recolle@ion of which was fo | 


diftreffing to us. At nine inthe morning of -_ 


the following day we reached Keneh, where 
we found letters from General Defaix, who 
was ignorant of our fituation, and of the lof 
of our fleet. The city had been freed from 
our enieinliés: and the inhabitants came out to 
mect us. ; 

Keneh has fucceeded Kous, as Kous. had 
facceeded Coptos. Its fituation has this ad- 

“a ae P : vantage, 
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vantage, that it isimmediatelyat the entrance 
of the defert, and on the bank of the Nile. 


It has never been fo flourifhing as the above- - 


mentioned cities, becaufe its exiftence is 
: dated after the commerce of India had been 
- diverted, and in a manner annihilated, either 
by the difcovery of the route to India by the 
Cape of Good Hope, or by, the tyranny of 
the government of Egypt. Its commerce 
being confined to the paflage of the pil grims, 
was very inconfiderable, unlefs at the time 
when the great caravan was on the road. It 
is here that the pilgrims of the oafis in Lybia, 
together with thofe of Upper. Egypt, and a 
few Nubians, take in their fupplies, provid- 
ing not only what is neceflary for the paflage 
acrofs the defert to Cofleir, but alfo for the 
journey to Gidda, Medina, and Mecca, as 
well as for their return thence. They are 
under the neceffity of doing this, becaufe, 

: the 
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: the above cities being fituated on a flinty 
defert, the inhabitants have no other re- 
fource except the gold which they amafs,* 
infomuch that if, thanks to fanaticifm, Mecca 
has continued to be a point: of conta be- 
tween India, Africa, and Europe, it has like- 
wife become an abyfs, in which a population 
of an hundred and twenty thoufand fouls 
abforbs the gold of India, of Afia Minor, and | 
of every part of Africa. 

Our movements towards Syria, and our 
war with Egypt, having ruined the caravan 
of 1798, and broken up; for the following 
year, all thofe of Europe and of Africa, at 
‘the fame time that the Indians could find 
nothing to barter for the commodities which 


they had been at the pains of bringing .to 


* At Mecca the pound of bread cofts from eight to 
ten fous, (from four to five pence) which is an enormous 


price in the eaft. 


P32 : Mecca, 
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Mecea, the commerce of that city, which had 


been falling off for a confiderable time, muft 


have fuftained during thofe two years an al- 


mott irreparable lofs.. In certain cafes, when 
the {pring of an old machine breaks, the ma- 


chine itfelf tumbles in pieces. It is therefore 


not furprifing, that when intereft was blend- 


- Se e- E ae 


ed with fanaticifm, the crufade of Mecca ~ 


fhould have been got ready with fo much ~ 


celerity, and fhould have oppofed to us all 
the fury which the moft violent paffions can 
kindle. 


General Beliard would have tte the. 


terrified Mamelukes and the vanquifhed _ 


Meccans, but could not take the field with- 


out ammunition, of which we were entirely 


deftitute. We were under the necefiity, 
- during our ftay at Keneh, of fortifying the 
houfe in which we lodged, and which be- 


came the head-quarters:) We. could learn 


nothing . 
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nothing of any of our detachments, not even 
of General Defaix ; and the country was ca 
P _vered by enemies, difperfed in every direc- 
tion, who either fell in with and murdered 
our emiffaries, or prevented them from pur- 
fuing their way, keeping us in an ifolated 
ftate, fo as\to excite no {mall apprehenfions. 
The indefatigable Defaix had, in the mean 
time, purfued the Mamelukes to Siut, had 
forced Murad-Bey to feek fhelter in the 
oafis, and had detached General Friand to | 
the right bank nf the Nile, to preferve a line 
parallel to his own, and to purfue Elfi-Bey 
andthe difperfed bodies of Mamelukes. After 
thefe operations, he paid usa vifit at Keneh, 
and afforded us the means of again taking 
the field. | : 
We proceeded towards Kous, where the 
| Meccans had pofted themfelves, and whence 
they made incurfions into the villages on 
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both fides the river, plundering and putting: 


to death both Copts and Chriftians, and 


carrying off others to oblige them to pay 


aranfom. We quitted Keneh during the 
night, with an intention of furprifing them, 
and, in order to deceive their adyanced 


pofts, marched along the defert. When we 


reached the village where they had been en-" 


camped, they were no longer to be found, 
having fet out thence at the fame time that 
we had left Keneh. They had’ taken the 
defert with the Mamelukes, and had repair- 
ed to the Kittah. | ; 

To take the defert in Upper Egypt is, in 
the foldier’s phrafe, not only to quit the cul- 
tivated grounds, and proceed to the fands, by 
which they are bounded to the right and 
left, but alfo to penetrate into the {traits 


which crofs the two chains ; hence thefe be- 


come -pofitions, and, in a manner, pofts 
% B cust 


which 


d 
a 
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which it is of importance to occupy and de- 
fend. The Mamelukes had the advantage 
of us, in confequence of being acquainted 
with all thefe pofitions, and of knowing the 
number of fountains which might there be 
met with. In the valley which leads from 
Coffeir to the Nile, there are four of thefe 
fountains; one at the diftance of half a day’s 
journey from Coffeir, the water of which is 
ae camels only; the fecond, at the dif 
tance of a day’s journey and a half from the 
preceding one; and next to that of the Kit- 
tah, at the fame diftance with the fecond. 
The latter is of great importance when the’ 
defert is to be occupied, fince it is fituated 
at a, point where three roads branch out. 
The firft of thefe roads, which runs to the 
— fouth-wet, leads to Redifi, where it termi- 
- yates. The fecond, which runs almoft due 
weft, terminates at Nagadi; and the third, 
Pp 4 which 
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which takes a hostih iol direction, leads ta — 
Birambarr, where the faut fountain is © 
fituated, From Birambarr three roads of the 
fame length lead to Kous, to Keft or Coptem 
and to Keneh. af Let 

General Defaix conceived the plan of ’ 
‘blocking up the Mamelukes in the defert, or 
at leaft of cutting off their communication 
with the Nile, and of impeding their move- 
ments, preventing them from feparating their 
forces without a rifk of bemg cut off, awed 
reducing them at length by famine. After 
having left three hundred men and‘ feveral 
field-pieces at’ Keneh, he took up his pofition | 
at Birambarr, with feveral corps of infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery. On our fide we were 
fent, after having been reinforced by the 
twenty-firft brigade of light-infantry, to oc- 
cupy the paflage of Nagadi. Redifi was Lm 
prudently BEGG; or, rather, apprehen~— 


fions 
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fions were entertained that the troops might : 
be too much difperfed. If the ftrait of Redifi 
could have been occupied, all the Beys on 
the right bank of the river. would have been 
forced to furrender; Murad-Bey would have 
been the only one whom we fhould have had 
to purfue, and no further diverfions could 
have beén dreaded: 

The hopes of feeing Thebes, in me di- 
rection of which we were to march, made 
me joyfully turn my back once more on 
Cairo. It was my deftiny to attach my¢felf 
to thofe who were to proceed the greatett 
diftance up the country ; and I accordingly 
followed General Beliard. _ I was foon after 
to join once more Gesu Defaix; and on 
the evening before we parted ‘we formed a 
thoufand projects for the future. Our adicus 
_ were, however, of a melancholy caft; and on 
this occafion our feparation was to me more 


diftrefling 
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diftreffing than ever. Could I imagine that, _ 
young as he was, it would fall to his lot to 
leave me in the career which I had to run, 
and that I fhould remain to regret his lofs? 
We feparated, and I have never feen him. 

fince, Our detachment had proceeded a_ : 
league, when the brave Latournerie galloped 
up tome: he came back to bid me adieu. 
We had a great affection for eachother; and, 
‘ited as I was by this mark of his tender- 
nefs, J was, notwithftanding, ftruck by his 
-emotion. We did not embrace each other 
without fhedding a few tears. The pro- 
feffion of arms may harden thofe whofe tem- 
perament is cold and frigid ;. but its horrors 
do not weaken the fenfibility of tender fouls. 
Connexions formed amid the hardthips and | 
dangers of an expedition fuch as that of 
Egypt become unchangeable. The parties 
enter into a bond of fellowthip : and when 


this 
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this union is cemented ftill more by a 
conformity of chara¢ter, fate cannot de- 
{troy it without embittering the remainder 


of life. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Ruins of Kous and in the Neighbourhood— 
Arrival at Nagadi—Wretched State of the 
Iuhabitants—D3if/perfion and Maffacre of the | 

| Meccans—Skirmifh with the Mamelukes— 

Return of the Beys to the Defert—Arrival 
of the Army at Thebes—Temple at Kar- 
nak— Temple at Luxor—Pafs through Sa- 
lamich and Efneh—Ancient Temple at con- 
tra Latopolis— Arrival at Chenubis, Ruins 
_ there— Temple at Abas anebais 


N paffing through Kous, which I had not 
entered when I defcended the Nile, 1 
found in the middle of the fquare the fum- 
mit of a large and well-proportioned gate, 
fank into the ground to the cornice. ‘This 
finele fragment, which muft have belonged 


to 
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_ toa great edifice, proves that Kous was built 


on the fite of Apollinopolis parva. (See 
Plate IV. Fig. 2.) The bulk and magni- 
tude of this ruin prefent a contraft with all 
the objects that furround it, which fpeaks 


- more to the purpofe on the fubject of Egyp- 


tian architecture than would twenty pages 
of encomium or differtation. This frag- 
ment alone appears larger than all the reft 
of the city. | o . 

In the village of Elmecieh, diftant halfa 
league from Kous, I found the bafes of feve- 
ral edifices of Egyptian free-ftone, on which 
were hieroglyphics. I wasin doubt whether, 
thefe edifices had belonged to a {mall city, 
which tradition has not handed down to us, 
or whether they anciently conftituted an 
ifolated temple. ‘Their ruins were too much 
degraded to enable me to give any idea of 
them by a drawing, or to make a plan of 


rs ‘ - any 
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any of the parfs. On proceeding half a 
league further, I faw more diftinctly, on a | 
{mall eminence, the bafe of a temple abfo- 
lutely remote from any other ruins what- 
ever. I could perceive three layers of large | 
ftones, which had formed a kind of pedeftal 
extending to the pavement of the temple, 
in the front of which was a portico of fix 
columns connected at the lower extremity 
of their fhafts. Quitting this monument, 
we arrived, after an hour's Haliiohi at Na- 
gadi, a large and dull village, fituated at the. 
entrance of the defert. It had been plun- 
dered by a party of Mamelukes about twelve 
hours before. Previoufly to entering the 
defert, we fent off {couting parties, who took 
feveral camels, and killed thirty Meccans, 
ftragglers. We proceeded to an enclofure, 
_ which had in the firft inftance been an en- 
trenched convent inhabited by Copts, which 

had 
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had afterwards become a mofque, and had 
been latterly employed as a burial ground. 
After having taken up our lodging within 
this enclofure, we employed ourfelves in 
driving away the bats, and in throwing 
down the tomb-ftones. <A fortrefs, a defert, 
and tombs! We were furrounded by the 


- moft difmal objects in the world; and if, 


with a view to banifh the melancholy im- 
preffion with which thefe {cenes had in{pired 
us, we occafionally went out at night to 
breathe for asfewn moments a purer air, our 
refpiration was the only found that difturbed 
the tranquillity of the void by which we 
were terrified, The wind, fleeting over this 
vaft horizon without meeting with any other 
objects than ourfelves, brought to our re- 
membrance, in its filent motion, and amid 
_ the darknefs of the night, the immenfe and 
difmal vacuity by which we were fur- 


rounded. 
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A few merchants, who had had the good 
fortune to fave their packets from the grafp 
of the Mamelukes, were not without their 
apprehenfions relative to us. Having been 
denounced by the fhieks of Negadi, they 
brought us prefents, and were {till more 
terrified by our refufal to acceptthem. Be- 
ing accuftomed. to the fight of perfons co- 
vered with gold, by whom they were laid 
under contribution, and feeing us pretty 
nearly in. the garb of a banditti of robbers, 
they fancied that we were going to plunder 
them. It was at the fame time impoflible 
for them to conceal their riches. Our port- 
manteaus having been captured on board 
the flotilla, we were in want of linen, and 
requefted them to open their bales. Every : 
hope on their fide was a pi aaah We | 
~ made choice of what would fuit us, and 
afked them the price of the quantity of . 


each 
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éach article which we fhould need. They 
| replied, that they’ left this entirely to our- 
{elves ; but on our perfifting to know the 
~ loweft price, which we paid them as foon as 
they had {fatisfied us, they were fo furprized, 
that they felt their money, to be certain that 
what had paffed was not a dream. Armed 
~ men,withthe power a thek hands, who paid! 
—they might have paffed through every part 
of Afia and of Africa, without meeting with 
any thing fo extraordinary. From that mo- 
ment we acquired their full efteem and confi- 
dence. They came to prépare our breakfatt, 
brought us Indian and Arabian fweetmeats, 
and cocoa-nuts, and made us the beft coffee 
it was poflible to drink. This combination 
_ of wretchednefs and luxury, this motley ftate 
in which we lived, was not deftitute of its 
fhare of intereft. There is no fituation 
in the world which cannot: boatt its enjoy- 

Vor. II. — Q ments; 
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ments; and for this truth I appeal to the 
tombs of Nagadt. 

- Nagadi is a point aes it is. important 
to occupy; and mutt naturally become the 
moft. frequent route of the defert, fince it 
is the fhorteft by one day. A meffenger 
who ts out from Coffeir may reach Nagadi 
in two days by the help of ‘a dromedary, 
and in three days on foot. As nothing isto 
be found at Coffeir, the merchant who lands 
there, in returning from Gidda, is very 
anxious to reach the bank of the Nile; and 
the moft expeditious means appearing to 
him to be the beft, he fends to Nagadi to 
procure camels, which may reach him on 
the fixth day. When we were there, the 
price was a dollar for the conveyance of an 
hundred weight of merchandize, each camel. 
carrying fhe hundreds :—a price which 
varies according to the. more or lefs flourifh- — 


ing ‘ 
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ing ftate of commerce, as does alfo that of 
the camels, which would at that time bring 
twenty dollars only, inftead of fixty which 
they coft before our arrival in Egypt. This 
may give an idea of the diftreffed ftate of 
affairs, and how much Mecca, Medina, and 
Gidda, muft have futtered from the diftarb. 
ances in that country. We who boafted that — 

“we were more jutt than the Mamelukes, 
committed daily and almoft neceffarily a 
‘great number of iniquitous acts. The dif-’ 
ficulty of diftinguifhing our enemies by their 
exterior form and colour, was the caufe of 
- our continually putting to death innocent 
peafants. The foldiers who were fent out 
on {couting parties, frequently miftook for 
| Meccans the poor merchants belonging to a 
Caravan, with whom they fell i in; and before 
juftice could be done them, which in fome 
_ cafes the time and circumftances would ‘not 


2" allow, 
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allow, two or three of them had been fhot, 
a part of their merchandize either plundered 
or pilfered, and their camels exchanged for 
ours which had: been wounded. The gains 
which refulted from thefe outrages, fell in- 
variably to the fhare of the bloodfuckers of — 
the army, the civil commiffaries, Copts, and 
interpreters; the foldiers, who fought every 
opportunity to enrich themfelves, being con- 
{tantly obliged to abandon and forget their 
projects, by the drum beating to arms, or 
the trumpet founding to horfe. The fitua- 
tion of the inhabitants, for whofe happinefs 
and profperity we were no doubt come to 
Egypt, was no better. If, through terror, 
they had been obliged to quit their houfes 
on our approach, on their return, after we 
were withdrawn, they could find nothing 
but the mud of which the walls were formed. 
Utenfils, ploughs, doors, roofs, every: thing, 


in 
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in fhort, of a combuttible nature, had been 
burned for cooking ; and the earthen pots 
broken, the corn confumed, and the fowls 
and pigeons roafted and devoured. Nothing 
' was to be found except the bodies of their 
dogs, killed in endeavouring to defend the 
property of their mafters. If we made any 
ftay in a village, the unfortunate inhabitants 
who had fled on our approach, were fum- 
moned to return, under penalty of being 
treated as rebels who had joined the enemy, . 
and of being made to pay double contribu- 
- tions. When they fubmitted to thefe 
threats, and came to pay the miri, it fome- 
times happened that they were fo numerous 
as to be miftaken for a body of men in arms, 
and their clubs confidered as mufkets, in 
which cafe they were fure of being affailed 
by feveral difcharges from the riflemen and 
patroles, before an explanation could take 


Q 3 place. 
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place. Thofe who were killed were interred ; 
and the farvivors remained friends with us, 
until a proper opportunity prefented itfelf 
for retaliation. It is true that, provided they 
| didnot quit their dwellings, but paid the | 
niri, and fupplied the wants of the army, 
they not only {pared themf{elves the trouble 
of a journey, and avoided the unpleafant 
abode of the defert, but faw their provifions 
eaten, with regularity, and might come in 
for their portion of them, preferving a part 
, of their doors, felling their eggs to the foldiers, 
and having few of their wives and daughters 
ravifhed. In this. cafe, however, the at- 
tachment that they had fhown us was con- 


fidered as culpable, infomuch that when the 


Mamelukes came after us, they did not leave 


them a crown piece, a horfe, or a camel; 
and frequently the fheik of the village for= 
feited his life for the. pretended partiality 

Te ON a which 
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which was imputed to him. It was very 


neceflary for thefe poor wretches that fuch 


a ftate of things fhould terminate, and a 


new one be eftablifhed: but how could this 
be done while the Mam ehilies refufed to fight 
us, and while fanatic and half-ftarved bands, 
(asthe: there ik the Meccans, reforted to 
their ftandard ? | : 

‘On the third day after our arrival at 
Nagadi, we learned that three hundred 


-Meccans had come to a refolution to pene- 


trate, by carefully avoiding our troops, acrofs 
the defert to Cairo, and there difperfe them- 
{elves among the immenfe population of 
that city, until they should be enabled to 
return to their native country by the cara-. 
vans, or until-an opportunity fhould prefent 
itfelf of revenging themfelves on us. We 


urete told that their chief, when dying, had 


recommended to them to take this ftep, and 


Qa. } had. 


| had advifed them to avoid us in the field; ; 
put ana tbe emir’s kcal ‘who had ‘ge | 


. 
% 


ee ll i in p ethas ae and that as : i 
“fon as our troops fhould be atidrawn to 
a fafficient diftance, he would conduct them 
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Nay 


‘thither. to recapture thefe treafires. Inthe — 
mean. time, as it. was” neceflary to obtain 
| fubipitence, he divided them _ into’ fmall 4 


bands, and fent them out to plunder the 


| villages, In thefe predatory excurfions they 


the peafants, to. fom they were a great * 


‘were more or. let ; 


fuccefsful, oud of courfe | q 


annoyance, traced their fteps, and hunted _ 


them like fo” many wolves. When they 


é ' Ee, . 
Se. é a ’ v's Were 
Mes ‘ eo 
én oy ® ght? ae 
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‘ ver them, ang ‘ | , 
S of the Plunder which the 
ench barks. had afforded, 
m that the | treafures which 
on board thefe barks were 
of Benhute, and that as | 
'4dhould be withdrawn to 

e, he would conduct them 
e thefe treafures. In the 
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a 


uthority 


was neceflary to obtain 
piled them | into {mall 
nem out to plunder the 
predatory excurfions they 
fuccefsful, and of courfe 
hom they were a great 
their fteps, and hunted 


When they. | 


, wolves. 
aig ; were 
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were fallen in with by our patroles, they , 
were collected together, and fhot and. de- 
{troyed like animals obnoxious to fociety. 
‘They were thus taught that Mahomet did 
not approve vee crufade, and that it had 
not been commanded by the Deity. Such is 
the fubject of the engraving, Plate XXXVI. 


in which will be found a reprefentation of 


the catholic peaiants bringing them in during 


the night to the tombs where we had taken 
up our quarters. . 

On the fecond of April, General Defaix 
{ent for three hundred men belonging to our 
half brigade, and for fifty of our cavalry, to 
do duty at Birambar, where they were to 
relieve the troops which he was about to 


detach thence, and with which he was to 


_ proceed to {trengthen the pott of Keneh. 


On the fame day we learned by our {pies 
that the Mamelukes and Meccans had quit- 


ted. 
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ted-the Kittah, and that it appeared by the 
route which they had taken to be theirinten- — 
tion to pafs out of the defert, in a northern 
dire@ion, at Keneh or at Samata. The beft 
difpofitions were made on that fide, either 
to oblige them to keep within the boun- 
daries of the defert, or to furprife them on 
their attémpting to quit it. Thefe meafures 
_ were, however, fruftrated by the ardour of 
our foldiers, and by the confidence of their 
officers. The fcouting party belonging to 
the detachment with which General Defaix 
was proceeding to Keneh, fell in with the ; 
rear-guard of the Mamclukes, and charged. 
The corps of cavalry endeavoured to fupport 
the fcouts, but having imprudently left the 

infantry too ;much in the. rear to be’ ittelf 
fupported, was in afew minutes charged by 
the Mamelukes, who clofed on our horfe- 
men fabre in hand. T'wo chiefs of battalion, 


who 
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who had thus imprudently rufhed on, loft 
their lives, as did alfo twenty dragoons. The 
artillery would have been a great refource, 
but was too far advanced. The Mamelukes, | 
who dreaded its being called back, purfued 
their way, perfe@ly well pleafed at having 
efcaped the ambufh that we had laid for 
them: they had not only faved their camp- 
equipage, but had proved to our horfemen 
that they manoeuvred quicker, and under- 
ftood the ufe of the back-fword better than 
they did. Two hundred infantry and a 
fingle field-piece would have converted this 
{fkirmith into a victory of great importance 
to us, at a moment when the beys and | 
kiachefs, difperfed and deferted by a part of 
their Mamelukes, were greatly diftreffed. A 
heedlefs confidence, however, and a want of 
unity in the march, produced a‘ want of- 
combination in the ‘attack ‘and Defaix’s 


orders 
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orders being either mifinterpreted or received 
too late, coft feveral brave officers their lives. 
Dupleffis, a chief of brigade, an officer of 
diftinguifhed talents, who had commanded 
in India, where he had rendered important — 
fervices to his country, but who laboured 
under the odium of not having fignalized 
himfelf during the war of the revolution, 
feized with avidity the prefent opportunity, 
the firft which had prefented itfelf to difplay 
his prowefs. Forgetful of the orders that he » 
had received not to quit the impregnable 
pofition which he occupied on a height, he 
darted forward, without waiting for his men 
to come up, and penetrated into the midft 
of the enemy’s ranks; then felecting the 
moft confpicuous of his foes, he galloped up 
tohim. It was Ofman, the moft valiant of 
the beys: the two horfes encountered, and 
the one on which Dupleffis was mounted 


recovered 
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~ recovered from the fhock. He threw him- 
felf up on his faddle, took Ofman round 
the body, and ftrangled him in his arms. 
During this confli@, which was worthy of — 
the times of ancient chivalry, the unfortu- 
nate Dupleffis, who was not fupported, was 
farrounded, and pierced by a lance. He 
fell on the body of his adverfary, whom he 
ftill held in his grafp. A kiachef, who was 
both a fpectator and an actor in this combat, 
{poke to me with enthufiafm of the intre- 
pidity of our officer. | 
Notwithftanding it had been siealeatin 
combined, the battle of Birambar was pro- 
ductive of confequences which nearly brought 
about the diffolution of the remainder of the 
coalition of the beys. By our fpies who vi- 
fited the field of battle, we learned, that on 
the infpection of four dead bodies, it appear- 
ed that two of the deceafed had worn beards, 


and 
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and were confequently kiachefs at leaft, the _ 


~ ¢ommon Mamelukes being fhaved, and not 


being permitted either to marry, or to allow 
the beard to grow, until certain dignities 
have been beftowed on them, in confequerice 
of which. they become: freed »men.. We 
- were afterwards informed that:onevof thefe *- 
was Muftapha Kiachef Aboudiabe, that is to 
fay, father of the beard, each of the beys 
and kiachefs having a fighting name, which 
is either an honourable title or a nick-name, 
and which, as it is changed according to the 
circumftances, becomes alternately glorious 
or ridiculous. We were alfo dotd that Affan- 
Bey had received a gun-fhot wound in the 
neck, and a fabre wound in the arm; and 
that Ofman-Bey had loft nearly all his fin- 
gers. It was added, that twelve of the braveft 
of his Mamelukes had fallen; and, what 
was of ftill greater importance, that notwith- 

 ftanding 
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ftanding the beys had had the advantage in 
this action, the dread of meeting with the 
infantry on their way, and of lofing their 
baggage, had induced them to turn. back, 
and to feek fhelter once more in the defert.. 
We learned from the perfons whom we had 
fent to the Kittah, that. they had returned 
thither to procure water, and had taken the 
road which leads to Redifi, directing their 
courfe towards Upper Egypt. I muft con- 
fefs, that the military arrangements which 
were to bring me to the vicinity of Thebes, 
and to the right bank of the Nile, appeared 
to me to be the beft; and accordingly I fancy 
that I was the only one who was pleafed at 
the order which we received to go in purfuit 
of them, and to drive them beyond Redifi. 
We fet out from Nagadi, proceeding in front 
of the mountains, at the back of which the: 
Mamelukes were on their march; and we 


learned 
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learned by feveral of their followers, who had 
quitted them at the Kittah, that they were 
in a moft deplorable condition, and would 
all of them périfh, provided they could not 
reach Redifi within three days. 

Towards noon we reached the territory of 
Thebes; and at the diftance of three quar- 
‘ters of a league from the Nile, faw the ruins 
of a large temple, which has not been no- 
ticed by any traveller, and which may give 
an idea of the immenfity of that city, fince, 
if we fuppofe that it was the laft edifice on 
the eaftern fide, it is more than two leagues 
and an half diftant from Medinet-Abu, where 
the moft weftern temple is fituated. This 
was the third time of my paffing through. 
Thebes; but, as if fate had willed that I 
fhould invariably take but a hafty view of 
what interefted me fo ftrongly, my opera- 
tions were confined on this occafion alfo to 


| an 
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an endeavour to account for what I faw, and 
to a few notes relative to what I might deli- 
neate on my return, provided I fhould then 
be more fortunate. I tried to afcertain whe= _ 
ther at Thebes the arts had had an epoch and 
a chronology. If a palace once exifted in 
Egypt, the ruins of it were to be fought at 
| Thebes, which had been the capital’; and if 
there were in reality epochs in the arts, the 

refult of the firft effays and. rudiments mutt 
~alfo have been in that city, luxury and . 
magnificence having departed progiteflively 
from this point of fimplicity, merely through 
the opulence and fuperfluity by which they 
were accompanied. At length we arrived | 
at Karnac, -a village built on a {mall part of 
the fite of a fingle temple, the circumference 
of which would, as has been elfewhere no- 
 ticed,: require half an die to walk round. 
Herodotus, by whom it was not yifited, has, 

Vow. I. edt notwith- 
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notwithftanding, given a correct idea of its 
grandeur and magnificence. Diodorus and 
Strabo, who examined it in its ruinous ftate,” 
appear to have given the defcription of its 
prefent condition; and all the travellers by . 
whom they have been copied, have miftaken 
a great extent of mafles for the meafure of 
beauty, and, having allowed themfelves ra- 
ther to be taken by furprife. than charmed, 
on an infpection of the largeft ruin in the 
world, have not dared to prefer to this temple 
that of Apollinopolis at Etfu; that of Tentyra, 
and the fimple portico at Efneh. It 1s pro- 
bable that the temples of Karnac and Luxor 
were built in the time of Sefoftris, when the 
flourifhing condition of the Egyptians gave. 
birth to the arts among them, and when 
thefe arts were perhaps difplayed to the 
world for the firft time. The vanity of erect- 
ing coloffal edifices, was the firft confidera- 


. tion 
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tion of opulence; and it was not as yet 
known, that a perfe€tion in the arts beftows 
on their produdtiions a grandeur which is in- 
dependent of their. magnitudes. It has, in 
after ages, been afcertained, that the {mall 
rotunda of Vicenza is a finer edifice than St. 
Peter’s at Rome; and that the {chool of 
{urgery in Paris is, in point of ftyle, as grand 
as the pantheon in the above-mentioned 
city. In fhort,.a cameo may be preferable to 
-a coloffal ftatue. It is therefore the fump- 
tuoufnefs alone of the Egyptians which is to 
be feen at Karnac, where not only quarries, 
_ but mountains are piled together, and hewn 
out into maffive proportions, the traits of 
which are as feebly executed, as the parts 
are clumfily conneéted ; and thefe maffes are 
loaded with uncouth bas-reliefs, and taftelefs 
hieroglyphics, by which the art of {culpture 
is difgraced. The only objeéts there which 

R 2 eRe ee 
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are fublime, both with regard to their dis 
menfions, and the {kill which their works 
manfhip difplays, are the obelifks; and a few 
| of the ornaments of the outer gates, the ftyle 
of which is admirably chafte. If; in the other 
| parts of this edifice the Egyptians appear to 
‘us to be giants, in thefe’ latter productions 
they are geniufes. I am accordingly per- . 
fuaded that thefe fublime~embellifhments 
' “were pofteriorly added to the coloflal mo- 
numents of Karnac. It muft however be 
‘granted, that the plan of the temple is noble 
and grand. ‘The art of contriving beautifel, 
plans, has, in archite@ture, invariably pre- 
ceded that of the fine execution of the de- 
tails, and has conftantly furvived for feveral 
centuries the corruption of the latter, as 1s 
proved by a comparifon of the monuments 
of Thebes, with thofe of Efneh and Tentyra, | 
as well as by that of the edifices of the reign 
of 
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of Dioclefian with thofe of the time of Au- — 
guttus, | Os 

To the known defcriptions of this great 
edifice of Karnac fhould be added, that it 
was but a temple, and could be nothing elfe. 
All that exifts at prefent in a fomewhat en- 
tire flate relates to a yery {mall fanctuary, 
and had been difpofed tn this way to infpire 
a due degree of veneration, and to become a 
kind of eaberaaele: On beholding the vaft 
extent of thefe ruins the imagination 1s 
 wearied with the idea of defcribing them, 
Of the hundred columns of the portico alone 
of this temple, the fmalleft are feven feet 
and an half in diameter, and the largeft 
twelve. The {pace occupied by its circum- 
vallation contains lakes and mountains. In 
fhort, to be enabled to form a competent 
idea of fo much magnificence, it 1s necef- 
fary that the reader fhould fancy what is be- 
we Hote iia fore 
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fore him to be a dream, as he who views the 
objects themfelves rubs his eyes to know 
whether he is awake. With refpect to the 
prefent ftate of this edifice, it is, however, 
-neceffary at the fame time to obferve, that 
a great part of the effect is loft by its very 

degraded ftate. The {fphinxes have been 
wantonly mutilated, with a few exceptions, 
which barbarifm, wearied with deftroying, 
has fpdred, and on examining which it 1s 
eafy to diftinguifh that fome of them had a 
woman’s head, others that of a lion, a ram, 
a bull, &c. The avenue which.leads from 
Karnac to Luxor was of this latter defcrip- 
tion ; and this fpace, bein nearly half a 
league in extent, contains a conftant fuc- 
ceffion of thefe chimerical figures to the 
right and left, together with fragments of 
ftone walls, of fmall columns, and of ftatues. 
This point lying in the centre of the city, 
the 


TRAVELS‘IN EGYPT. = —«-: 263 


| the part which was the moft advantageoufly 
placed, there is reafon to fuppofe that the 
palace of the grandees or kings was fituated 
there. If, however, feveral traces which 
render this prefumable can be diftinguithed, 
the fact is not proved by any extraordinary 
_ magnificence. 3 
Luxor, the finett village in thefe environs, 
is alfo built on the fite of the ruins of a tem- 
ple, not fo large as that of Karnac, but in a 
better fate of prefervation, the maffes not 
having as yet fallen through time, and by 
the preffure of their own weight. The 
moft coloffal parts confift of fourteen co- 
lumns of nearly eleven feet in ‘diameter, 
and of two ftatues in granite, at the outer 
gate, buried up to the middle of the arms, - 
and having in front of them the two largeft 
and beft preferved obelifks known. It is, 
without doubt, flattering to the pomp of 
| R 4 Thebes, 
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‘Thebes, that the richeft and moft povterl 


republic i in the world fhould deri its means ae, 
infufficient, not to hew out, but merely to. : 
| tranfport thefe two monuments, which are ; 


no more’ than ; a fragment of one of the nu- 


"merous edifices of that aftonifhing city. 
A peculiarity belonging to the temple 
of Luxor, 1 is, that.a quay,. provided with an 


epaulment, fecured the eaftern part, which 


was near the river, from the damages that ' 


the inundations might-otherwife have occa= } 


fioned. The epaulment, which fince its orl- 


ginal frucure has been repaired and aug 


mented in brick work, proves that the river — 


has not changed its bed ; and its prefervation © 


is an evidence thatthe Nile has never been 


banked by other quays, fince no traces of 


Gon lar conftructions are clfewhere to be met 
with. (See Plates XXIV. XXII. and XXV. 


from drawings which I afterwards made. ) 
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_ Notwithftanding the exceffive heat of the 
fun at mid-day, I made a drawing. of the 
gate of the temple, which is now become 
that of the village of Luxor. Nothing can 
be more grand, and at the fame time more 
fimple, than the {mall number of objects of 
which this entrance is compofed. No city 
whatever makes fo proud a difplay at its ap- 
proach as this wretched village, the popula- 
tion of which confifts of two or three thou- 
fand fouls, who have taken up their abodes 


on the roofs and beneath the galleries of this 


_ temple, which has, neverthelefs, the air of 


being in a manner uninhabited. (See Plate 
XXV.) 
_ While I was bufied in making my draw- 


ings, qur cavalry was engaged with a {mall 


party of ftrageling Mamelukes, two of whom |} 
were killed. The others efcaped by {wim- 


ming acrofs the river, leaving behind them 


their 
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their arms, horfes, and accoutrements, which 
fell into our hands, | 
- We fet out at two o'clock, and reached 
Salamich at the expiration of thirteen hours, 
as if this {pace of time had been a regulation 
for our day’s march, on all the occafions 
when we were to pafs through Thebes. On 
the following day we again entered the de- 
fert, and berived before Efneh pretty early, 
When fetting out the day after, we found 
a fmall temple, in a very ruinous ftate, but 
notwithftanding, very picturefque and fingu- 
lar in its plan, as well as in feveral of its parts, 
It confifts of a portico with four columns in 
front, two pilafters, and two columns in the 
depth, with a fanctuary in the middle, and 
two lateral apartments, one of which, on the 
right hand, is fcarcely to be traced. Within 
the portico is a door cut out of the lateral 
wall to the right, which muft have been 

é the 
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the entrance of a fmall fanctuary in which 
the offerings were made. Another fingu- 
larity in the elevation of this edifice is, that 

the capitals of the two columns in the | 
middle of the portico are in relief at their 
fummit, while thofe of the columns at each _ 
extremity are guttered. This building is in a 
more ruinous ftate than any other which I 
have feen in Egypt; and the decay has un- 
doubtedly arifen from the nature of the free- _ 
{tone with which it was built. The parts 
which have been added are ina better prefer- _ 
vation than in the other temples, a circum- 
- {tance which is to be afcribed to the fuperior 
quality of the bricks that were employed. 
The circumvallation of: the temple, within 
which were contained the lodgings of the 
priefts, may be pretty diftinctly made out ; 
and the whole of this enclofure is fomewhat 
clevated above the very {mall city of Contra- 


Latopolis, 
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Latopolis, which was built round the com. 
pafs of ‘this monument. It would appear to 
have been the practice that all the great 
cities on the bank of the Nile fhould have 
a {mall city or port on the oppofite bank, 
which was probably placed there for the 
convenience of commerce, It was {carcely 
day-break when the troops were marched 
off; and I regretted that I had not a better 
opportunity to ftudy the details of the plan 

of this temple, and of the buildings which 
had been pofteriorly added. | 
_ We proceeded in the direG@ion of he 
‘mountains. In this latitude the part of 
Egypt which lies to the right 1s fo narrow, 
that the chain extends, in two inftances, to © 
the Nile, niet that our artillery was 
conveyed over with difficulty, and the greater 
part of the day loft. On the other fide of 
thefe paflages the rocks become of a different. 
nature ; | 
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nature: we found feveral quarries of free- 
ftone, which no doubt fupplied materials for 
the city and temples of Chenubis, where we 
arrived an hour after. Within a quarter of 
a league of this city are two tombs hewn out 
of the rock, and a fmall fanctuary furround- 
ed by a gallery, having a portico in front. 
This monument ‘1s unconnected with any 
other, and is fituated in the fame way as the 
catholic chapels which are to be met-with in 
iurope. I next proceeded to view the temple 
or temples of Chenubis, the ruins of which, 
as well as thofe of the city itfelf, are in fo 
disjointed a ftate, and fo varied in their pro- 
portions, that it is very difficult to form any 
eorredt idea of their plan. The moft con-— : 
fiderable and moft elevated parts confift of 
fix columns, the capitals of three of which 
belly out, while thofe of the three others, 
-which are parallel to them, are puttered, and 


united — 
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“united by an entablature, as far as I could 
diftinguifh in paffing in a bark. Ona nearer 
view I could perceive, that they had not 
been built at the fame time, and that thofe 
which have guttered capitals have never 
been finifhed, and were added as a gallery to 
the others. In the front of this fragment of 
ruins, to the fouth, are the bafes of a portico, 
which alfo appears not to have been finifh- 
ed: and, in the fame direction is a block of 
granite which feems to have belonged to a 
coloffal ftatue. In an eaftern direction I met 
with a bafin of water, the circumference of 
which is lined and decorated by a gallery 
formed of columns. In the weftern part of 
the city the gate of a fan@uary prefents itfelf, 
together with two very minute fragments, of 
the nature of which I could not fatisfy my- 
felf. In the front is a lining in the form of 
a: quay on the Nile. Among thefe architec- 


tural - 


4 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT, 271 


tural ruins are feveral ruins of fculpture, 
among others a group of two figures coupled 
together, three feet in height, the heads of - 
which have been broken off. What is moft 
noticeable at Chenubis is an enclofure, the: 
walls of which are built of unbaked bricks, 
and are of a conical fhape, having at their 
bafe a thicknefs of upwards of twenty-feven 
feet. This extraordinary work, of which hif- 
tory makes no mention, is in many parts in 
an entire ftate. I apprehended at firft fight, — 
that it was of Arabic conftruction: but as 
there are no ruins nor traces of Arabic edifices 
on the fite of Chenubis, it is prefumable that 
it is a work of high antiquity, and in this 
cafe there is no occafion to conftruct fortifi- 
cations of any other defcription in Egypt, 
with the exceptions of the jambs and em- 
brafures, together with fuch other parts as 
are expofed to friction. In this inftance all 

| the 
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the great mafles have completely refifted the 
ravages of time, and may ftill be employed 
in any defenfive meafures. 
I was obliged to quit this {pot precipi- 
tately, carling the war, the foldiery, and the 
importance of their operations, which inva- 
tiably forced me to abandon the moft in+ 
terefting objects, to fet out on the ineffectual 
purfuit of an enemy, who made more pro- 
grefs in one day than we did in three, and to 
whom we had left all the paflages open. At 
| day-break we were on foot, and at night at 
no greater diftance than three-quarters of a 
league from Chenubis; it was (rc fuch a pur 
pofe that this vain {peed had been fo impe- 
rioufly commanded. On the following day, 
after having marched during an hour, we 
found lying on the ground the remains of 
two temples, the plans of which could not — 
be traced. ‘Thefe ruins feemed to be depo- : 
fited 
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fited there merely to point out the fite of the 
city of Juno Lucina, which the infallible 
d'Anville has laid down in this latitude. 

We at ‘length reached by the defert the 
pafs of Redifi, which is a fourth opening 
from the Kittah. It has never been fre- 


quented by the merchants, and was fatal to 


| the Mamelukes, almoft the whole of whom, 


_ by taking this road, loft their horfes, toge- 


ther with a part of their camels, a confider- 


_ able number of their attendants, and twenty- 


fix women, out of twenty-eight, whom the 


bey had taken with them. Their march 


was traced by their, difafters, and by what 


they left behind them ; tents, arms, clothing, 
the careafles of horfes ftarved to death, ca- 
mels which were no longer able to fupport 


their burden, attendants, and their women, 


- whom they abandoned to their fate. I 


figured to myfelf the fufferings of a poor 
%-Vor, Il. a wretch, 


O74 TRAVELS IN EGYPT. | 
wretch, pariting with faticue, and expiring 
with thirft, his tongue parched, and breath- 
ing with difficulty the hot air by which he 
1s confumed. He hopes that a few minutes 
repofe will enable him to recover his 
ftrength : he ftops, and fees his companions 
pafs by, calling on them in vain for help, 
The mifery to which each one is a prey, has 
banifhed every compaffionate feeling : they 
proceed on their way without cafting a look 
on him, and follow in filence the footfteps 
of thofe who precede them. They are no 
Jonger in his view: they are fled, and his 
-benumbed limbs, already overpowered by 
their painful exiftence, refufe their office, 
and cannot be ftimulated to action either by 
danger or by terror. The caravan has paffed : 
it appears to him like an undulating line in 
the wide expanfe, and, becoming at length . 
a mere point, difappears altogether like the 
laft 
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Jaft glimmer of an expiring taper. He cafts 
around him his wild and frantic looks, but 
can fee nothing: he turns them towards 
himfelf, and then clofes his eyes, tofhun the 
afpect of the terrible vacuity by which he 1s 
furrounded. He hears nothing but his own 
fighs, and fate hovers over him to cut the 
final thread of his exiftence. Alone, and 
without a companion to do him the laft of- 
fices, he is about to expire without one fingle 
ray of hope to adminifter comfort to his de- 
parting foul; and his corpfe, confumed by 
the parched and burning foil, will foon be- 
come a bleached fkeleton, which will ferve 
as a guide to the uncertain fteps of the tra- 
veller who fhall dare to brave the fate that 
has befallen him. 

Such is the picture which the traces of 
the paflage of the Mamelukes prefented to 
us; and it was by fuch terrible fpectacles as 

52 the 


Yai 
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the above that we afcertained the dire@tion 
of their march. They had paffed three days 
before, and had proceeded up the country 
towards the cataracts, to repofe themfelves 
in an ifland between Baban and Ombos. I 
have already fpoken of the fertility of this 
ifland, in giving the particulars of my route 
to Syene. As the diftreffed ftate in which 
they were, banifhed from us all uneafinefs as 
to their intentions, we gave up every further 
purfuit in a country where we could not 
expe@ to find any refources, which the 
Mamelukes ‘who preceded us muft have 
entirely exhaufted. | 

We encamped, or, to fpeak more cor- 
rectly, halted near the river, where we took 
‘up our refidence among tombs, and in the 
vicinity of two withered fhrubs of acacia, 
the only indications we could find that the 
{pot had been once inhabited, and that ve- 


getation 
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getation had not altogether ceafed. All thofe 
who could be fpared were ordered to proceed 
to Etfu; and I accompanied this party, in 
the hope of viewing at my leifure the 
fublime temple of Apollinopolis, the moft ' 
beautiful of all Egypt, and, next to thofe of 
Thebes, the largeft. Being built at a period 
when the arts and fciences had acquired all 
their {plendour, the workmanfhip of every 
part is equally beautiful, the hieroglyphics 
are admirably executed, the figures more 
yaried, and the architecture of a higher order 
than in the Theban edifices, the building of 
which muft be referred to an earlier age. 
My firft care was to take a general plan of 
the building. (See Plate XXIX. Fig. 11.) 
Nothing can be more fimply beautiful 
than thefe outlines, nothing more picturefque 
than the effect produced in the elevation, by 
the various dimenfions belonging to each 


n 3 member 
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member. of the harmonious whole. This 
faperb edifice is feated on a rifing ground, fo 
as to overlook not only its immediate vicinity, 
, but the whole valley, (See Plate XX VIII. ) 
and at the foot of this. greater temple, but on 
a confiderably lower level, is a {maller one, 


at prefent almoft buried : the only part {till 


vifible 1s in a hollow furrounded with rubbifh, yr 


where may be feen a little portico of two 


columns, and as many pilafters, a periftyle, 


and the fan@uary of the temple inclofed : 


within a pilaftered gallery. A fingle column, 
with its capital rifing from the ruins, to the 
height of forty feet above the portico, and 
the angle of a wall a hundred feet beyond, 
fhew that there formerly exifted a court in 
front of the temple. Itis remarkable of this 
monument, notwithftanding the {kill dit 
played in its conftruction, that the gates are 
not Goce in the middle of the fides. It 
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feems to have been dedicated to the evil ge- 
nius, for the figure of Typhon is feen in relief 
on the four fides of the plinth, which fur- 
mounts each of the capitals. (See Plate 
XXIX. Fig. 9.) The whole frieze, and all 
the paintings within, appear defcriptive of 
Ifis defending herfelf againft the attacks of 
this monfter. (See Plate KL. Fig. 1.) I 
made a {ketch of this {mall temple, as. con- 
nected with the great one, and another of 
the large one in a contrary direction, (See 
Plate XXVI. Fig. 1.) to fhew its pofition 
with regard to the valley. I alfo increafed 
confiderably my collection of hieroglyphics, 
efpecially by a drawing of the frieze within 
the portico, and befides thefe I drew feveral 
capitals. (See Plate XXIX. Bigs. 1622, 3 
4, 5.) 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


(Quit Etfu and arrive at E/neh—Return to= 
wards the Defert, and pa/s again through 
Thebes—Hifiorical Bafs-reliefs at Karnae, 
and various Ruins—TIntenfe Heat-—Pafs by 
Guedine—-Reach Kous—-General Sub- 
miffon of the Inhabitants, and Arrival of 
the Caravans—Architectural Remains at | 
Kous—Arrive at Keneh—FParticulars con- 
cerning the Route to Tombuétoo—Ho/fiile 
Affembly at Beneadi—Maffacre there, and 
Plundering of the Caravan—Failure of 
Murad-Bey's Projeéts—Crocodiles—Ruins 
at Dendera— Ancient Zodiac. | 


| Co Beliard arrived during the 
- fecond day, and we fet forward the 
next morning. At a fhort diftance from 


: Etfu, 
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Etfu, I found by the water-fide the remains 
of a quay, near the entrance of a large canal: 
no other ruin accompanies this fragment, 
but from the appearance of a double flight 
of f{teps down this mound to the river, it is 
obvious that it was not conftructed folely for — 
the purpofe of refifting the current, but was 
probably a wharf for {ome town or village, 
now ruined and forgotten. We again paffed 
by the ruins of Hieraconpolis, of which I have 
already fpoken, and {pent the evening four 
leagues from Etfu. At one in the morning 
our march was recommenced, and on the 
23d of March we arrived at Eineh, worn out 


with fatigue. I had flattered imytfelf with 


the hope of enjoying here a few days of re- » | 


pofe, and was much difappointed to find 
that the troops from Mecca, in conjunction 
with fome Mamelukes, were on their march 
from Girgeh; that although they had been 


met 
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met and beaten at Bardis, regardlefs of this 
check, they had neverthelefs proceeded to 
Girgeh, to plunder the market: here one 
divifion had been intercepted and beaten 
again, but the remainder were ftill formi- 
dable, from their influence over the inhabi- 
tants; we were therefore obliged to return, 
and occupy the paffes of the defert. An en- 
tire night was fpent in paffing the river ; and 
when our march began, the fun was rien, 
and was already very oppreflive ; we halted 
during the hotteft-part of the day, and reach- 


ed Salamieh in the evening. On the fol- 
lowing day, after marching a few hours, I 


came for the fourth time in fight of the ma- 
jeftic ruins of Thebes, and made a draw- 
ing of them, from a fituation where the 
buildings on each fide of the river were 
vitible from Karnac to Medinet-Abu, occu- 


pying an extent of two leagues. (See Plate 


a ee ae 7 2 
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XXIV. Fig. 1.) There is indeed another 
ruin to the north-eaft, at the village of Gue- 
dime, half a league in the rear, which makes 
the whole length of the monuments and 
other remains of this ancient city equal to — 
about eight miles. We {topped at Karnac, 
and I loft no time in profiting of my good 
fortune. Not being able of myfelf to lay 
down the plan, nor draw. comprehenfive 
views of this mighty mafs of ruins, which at 
firft fight refembles a heap of fculptured 
mountains, I employed the two hours of our 
ftay here in delineating the hiftorical bas-re- 
liefs, and in acquiring an accurate idea of the 
ftyle and compofition of this primitive {culp- 
ture, and of the ftate of the art at a pe- 
riod fo remote, as to make it probable that 
thefe are fome of its moft ancient produc- 
tions. 

The fragments in the higheft prefervation — 


are 
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are the following: (See Plate LXI*) A 
hero, perhaps a Pharaoh, Memnon, Ofy- 
mandyas, or Sefoftris, is feen combating 
alone from a car in purfuit of people ata 
diftance, with beards, and clothed in long 
tunics; he forces them into a marth, and 
obliges the reft to take fhelter in a fortreds. 
In the fragment, No. 1. he overthrows their 
chief, already wounded with an arrow. Tn 
No. 2. he returns bringing back the captives. 
In No. 4. he prefents them fettered to the 
three divinities, by whofe protection he has 
obtained the victory; for it is to be obferved, 
that in all the above actions his arms are 
always accompanied and guarded by one or 
two emblematical hawks. The divinity to 
whom he prefents the fruit of his conqueft 
is that of Abundance, under the figure of 


* Figured by miftake LXIIt. 
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Priapus, holding a flail in his right hand, a 
god to whom the temple of Karnac, the 
largeft in Thebes, and probably one of 
the greateft and oldeft that was ever con- — 
ftruéted, is dedicated. From the very fanc- 
tuary to the outer walls of the building this 
divinity is reprefented by his leaft equivocal 
charaéteriftic. It was alfo my with to draw 
“the bas-relief, reprefenting a fhip navigated 
by failors, but it is too much dilapidated, and 
deftitute of any accompaniments from which 
its latent meaning might be educed. The 
day was advancing, and we had not yet 
taken any refrefhment ; heroes of romance 
might have done without, but to modern 
foldiers food is no fuperfluity. While we 
were thus .employed, the fun gained fo far 
upon us, that we refolved to pafs the night 
at Karnac. I immediately returned to my 
: interefting tafk; I furveyed the ruins, and 


Was 
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was convinced that a whole week’s appli- 
cation would not be too much to conftrué 
a plan of the edifices comprehended, in this 
fingle circumvallation, 

I had not time to meafure by rule the ex- 
tent of ground occupied by thefe buildings, 
but I found repeatedly that twenty-five 
minutes were required to encompafs them 
on full trot. The paffage through the cir- 
cumvallation or exterior wall was by fix gates 
that yet remain, three of which were pre- 
ceded by avenues of fphinxes: within the 
circuit was contained not only the great tem- 
ple, but three others entirely diftinét from it, 
having each its own gates, porticoes, courts, 
avenues, and boundary wall—What was 
their ufe? Were they temples or palaces? 
Were their fovereigns lodged in the porticoes 
of the temples, or were their palaces fimilar 
in conftruction to the facred edifices; or, 


perhaps, 
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perhaps, from their fuperior lightnefs, unable 
to refift the injuries of time? It is at leaft ~ 
obvious, that if they did really inhabit thefe 
buildings, which from their diftribution may 
be regarded as dependencies of the great 
temple, their accommodations were by no 
‘means to be envied. Large courts with open 
galleries, and porticoes formed by narrow 
intercolumniations, could not be very plea- 
fant to live in: the few chambers that there 
_are, of {mall dimenfions, deftitute of air and 
light, and covered with pious allegories, were 
but little calculated to attra& the eye or 
pleafe the imagination. Another objection 
is, that fome of thefe dark chambers con- 
tained little tabernacles, in which, no doubt, 
were inclofed either the figure of the divinity 
or the particular animal emblematical of it, 
or the facred treafure ; itd to any of thee 
none but the priefts would be admitted. Pro- 
bably, 
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bably, therefore, the vaft circuit of thefe 
buildings was occupied by numerous colleges 
of priefts, the depofitaries of the fcience, the 
power and the influence of the country. 
What monotony! -what melancholy wif- 
dom? what auftere gravity of manners! I 
ftill admire with awe the organization of 
fuch a government ; its {tupendous remains 
yet excite the mingled fenfations. of refpect 
and dread. The divinity, in facerdotal ha- 
bits, holds in one hand a hook, and in the 
other a flail; the former, no doubt, to re- 
ftrain, and the latter, to punifh : every thing 
is meafured by the law, and enchained by it. 
The fine arts, fubject to the fame fevere re- 
ftri@ions, bend under the weight of fetters, 
_and-their foaring genius is pinioned to the 
earth. The unveiled emblem of generation 
traced even in the fanétuary of the temples, 
announces, that to deftroy pleafure it was 


converted 
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converted into a duty: nota fingle circus, | 
not a fingle theatre, not a fingle edifice for 
public recreation; but temples, but my/f- 
teries, but initiations, but priefts, but facri- 
fices ; ceremonies for pleafures ; for luxury, 
fepulchres. Surely, in the evil hour of 
France, fome demon evoked the gloomy 
_ ferocious foul of an Egyptian prieft to ani- 
mate the monfter, who imagined, by making | 
us fullen, to peadab us happy. 

After traverfing the building for the pur- 
pofe of gaining an accurate idea of its archi- 
teCtural. details, I found myfelf at the fouth- 
weftern extremity of the circumvallation, 
where the other fmaller temples are fituated. 
[ entered one of then, and was ftruck with — 

a new fenfation of aftonifhment. Behind ‘i | 
two buttreffes is an open portico of twenty- m 
eight columns, ungraceful in its proportions, | 
but rendered impofing by its feverity of ftyle : 
~ Vor. Il. at | fo 
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fo true is it in eat nears, that where the - 
lines are long, few, and uninterrupted, the 
effect is always grand and ftriking. At the 
end of this firft portico, is a large open door, 
leading toa fecond colonnade of eight pillars 
in two rows, {till more grave in their propor- 
tions, and whofe charaéter is rendered more 
terrible by their awful depth of fhade; be- 
yond this is a long ‘narrow paflage, fucceeded 
by two others, each darker than the preced- 
ing, and.at the extremity of all is a fubter- 
ranean fanctuary, which appears to the ima- 
gination as the afylum of terror, the temple 
of the Eumenidz. The whole of this mo- 
nument is feparated from the reft by a 
boundary wall. Having made a drawing of 
the exterior of this edifice, I was preparing 
to make one of the interior, which might in’ 
fome meafure partake of the charater of its: 
great original, when I found myfelf fo much 


overcome 
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overcome with fatigue, and the terribly fub- 
lime emotions that I had experienced, as to . 
be quite incapable of the -tafk. I copied, © 
however, the bas-reliefs, and the hierogly- 
phics, I made myfelf mafter of the relative 
pofition of the various parts, and executed a 
general view of the temple, taken from the ae 
eaftern gate, where the gigantic ruins of the 
more remote buildings appear by reflection 
in the diftance. (See Plate XXI. Fig. 1.) 

The heat was fo intenfe, that my feet 
were {corched through my fhoes, and I was 
unable to fit down for the purpofe of draw- 
ing, till Thad placed my fervant between the 
fun and myfelf, in order to intercept the 
rays, and procure me a little fhelter: the 
very {tones were become fo hot, that wifhing 
to collect fome carnelian agates, which are 
found in great abundance in the outtkirts: 

of the town, I was obliged to lay each hattily 
| ai in 
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in my handkerchief as if it was a hot-coal. 
Haraffed and fatigued, I betook myfelf to 4 
fmall Arabian tomb, which was to ferve for 
our night’s lodging, and which appeared to 
me a delicious boudoir, till I was told, that 
in our former march through this place a 
French foldicr, who had loitered behind the 
column, was ftabbed in this very fpot: the 
marks of the afflaffination yet vifible upon 
the walls filled me with horror ; neverthelefs 
I lay down, I flept, and fo weary was I, that 
EF could even have repofed on the very carcafs 
of this ill- fated victim. 

We departed on the morrow before day- 
light ; and I carried with me this time more 
drawings and fewer regrets ; it was not, 
however, without a figh, that I quitted » 
Thebes, perhaps for ever; its diftance from 
all our pofts, the ferocity of its inhabitants, 
and the tribute being iti all forbade me to | 


indulge 
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indulge the hope of revifiting it. Thad not 
yet feen the tombs of the kings, but I could 
not enter upon the fearch without a guard 
of foldiers, and the troops were unhappily 
fatioued beyond meafure by the repeated 
forced marches that they had undergone ;- 
I was, therefore, obliged to truft to future 
favourable circumftances, and in the fequel 
‘fortune was propitious to my wifhes. At 
day-break I found myfelf fufficiently near 
Gucdime to fee the ruin there, confifting _ 
of four columns, {till furmounted by three 
maffy ftones of the entablature, in front of 
which are vifible the foundations of two. 
- puttreffes, at prefent a fhapelefs mafs of frag- 
ments. Thefe are the only remnants of a 
monument, whofe chief merit at prefent is 
to ferve as a fixed point | from which to com- 
pute the vaft extent of the Theban monu- 
ments. At noon we reached Kous, where 

| T3 we. 
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we. were informed that ae troops fent 
againft us from Mecca had been routed by 
-all.our detachments, and in their flight had. 
been intercepted at Tata by our cavalry, 
who, to fecure the tranquillity of the coun- 
try, had put them entirely to the fword: 
the fupply of their neceffary wants had ren- 
dered them a fcourge to the country, and 
they were hunted down by the natives like 
wild beafts. | ) 

The inhabitants of Kous, always well dif 
pofed, who had received us courteoufly, even, 
when ie were fuppofed to be marching to 
_ certain deftruction, came out to meet us, and 
treated us as conquerors. 

The fhereff of Mecca had alfo fent to 
General Defaix, protefting again{t the ex- 
pedition of his countrymen, with a pro- 
pofal of alliance and friendthip ; the towns 
af Gidda and Tor alfo requefted peace, and 

Coffeir 
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Coffeir offered to Fee ee -We learnt 
that Solyman and another Bey had gone 
with their families into the oafis, and could 
now judge of the extremity to which the 
others were reduced by the fubmiffion of the 
inhabitants, the voluntary payment of the 
tribute, the coming in of the Arab chieftains, 
anda certain gaiety before unfeen fpread over 
the country, which gave me hopes that, for 
the future, we might promote at the fame 
time the happinefs of the natives and the in- 
tereft of the colonifts. | 

- Defaix iffued a proclamation, announcing 
that the corn lands whofe crops while green 


had been eaten up either. by the Mamelukes 


or French, fhould be excufed from the tris 


bute ; an equitable regulation, which, from — 
its novelty equally furprized and pleafed the 
cultivators; and the good-will of the in- 

habitants was entirely .conciliated, by allow- 


T4 ing 
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ing them to drefs according to their own 
fancy and their means, without any rank’s 
forfeiting its peculiar privileges. The mer- 
chants of Coffeir, who had hitherto con- 
cealed themfélves, now quitted their town, 
and came to purchafe corn at Keneh; thofe 
of Gidda arrived in their veffels, loaden with 
coffee, and both paid without reluctance the 
duties, which were no longer arbitrary. In 
fine we began to. fee money arrive without 
the ufe of bayonets, and our magazines and 
parks to be ftored with ftraw, barley, and 
cattle; while the village chiefs promifed us, 
in the name of the cultivators, that the 
country now barren and dry fhould become 
the next year verdant. with herbage, and 
covered with crops of which the tribute 
alone fhould furpafs the whole of this year’s 
harveft, | : 

The caravans alfo fent their deputies, re- 


quefting 
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quefting paflports; the Mamelukes, aban- 
doned by their mafters, came in to us with 
their arms, defiring to be enrolled among 
our troops, and we enjoyed the fatisfactory 
f{pectacle of a government univerfally hated, 
finking without refource in its diftrefs, and 
deprived even of the poflibility of its future 

re-eftablifhment. ‘ | 
At an equal diftance from Elfi-Bey, who 
had defcended the river, and from Ofman, 
who had returned up it as far as Syene, we 
re{ted ourfelves a few days at Kous, where I © 
made a drawing of the top of a gate, the only 
remnant that is left of the ancient Apollino- 
polis parva. (Plate IV. Fig. 2.) This fingle 
‘fragment appears larger than all the reft of 
the town, and offers a ftriking picture of the. 
eternity that characterizes the Egyptian ar- 
chite@ture. The other parts of the edifice 
are doubtlefs buried under the mountain of 
rubbifh 


\ 
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rubbifh that is occupied by the modern 


town. I copied alfo the remains of an in- 
fcription, engraved on the liftel of the fame 


gate. (Plate IV. Fig. 1.) The infcription 


itfelf was pofterior to the monument, and ~ 


afforded a curious example of {kilful flattery 
in a prefect of Upper Egypt, at the time of 
the Ptolemies, who, on account of fome 
fepdirs, twenty or thirty centuries after the 
firft building of the. temple, ventured to de- 
dicate 1t to his matters, to infcribe the gate 
with their names, and thus trani{mit them 
to pofterity. The glory of kings can indeed 
only refift the flood of time by being exalted 


on the monuments raifed by the arts; de-_ 


prived of this fupport, they are buried in the 
overwhelming ftream, leaving behind them 
only empty names that hiftory repeats in 
vain. What would become of Achilles 


without his immortal monument, the Iliad 


of 
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of Homer; or of Sefoftris, without the re- 
mains of thefe his coeval temples? The 
names of Pericles, of Auguftus, of the Me- 
diczean Lorenzo, are illuminated by the 
torch of oteenne and the arts; while the 
tombs of Genferic, Attila, Tamerlane, and 
the other barbarian deftroyers, are loft among 
the common ruins of time. 

I found in the fields near the lower part 
of the town, a fragment of a tabernacle, or 
monolithic temple, which, after having been 
broken, had ferved for the drinking trough 
to a ciftern ; one of its window frames {till 
remaining entire, bore a hieroglyphical in- 
{cription, admirably executed, and in a per- 
fe& ftate of prefervation : I copied it; for 
fuch a fragment as this is of itfelf a mo- 
nument, an irrevocable atteftation of the’ 
culture and intelligence of the nation to — 
which it FORBET belonged. (Plate LX. 

ad 5, 


$00 ‘TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 

We left Kous, and arrived at Keneh, where 
we found 2 number of merchants of all na- 
tions. By intercourfe with the natives of 
different countries, remote diftances feem 
to be contra@ted; and when we begin to 
reckon the days required for the journey, 
and the neceflary means of effecting it, the 
{pace to be pafled over ceafes to be immenfe; 
we no fooner find ourfelves actually engaged, 
than many difficulties, formidable at firft, 
infenfibly diminifh, and at length difappear. 
The Red Sea, Gidda, Mecca, feemed like 
neighbouring places to the town where we 
were ; and India itfelf was but a {hort way 
beyond them. In the oppofite direction the 
oafes were actually no more than three days 
journey off us, and ceafed to appear to our 
imagination as an undifcovered country. 
From oafis to oafis, by eafy marches of one 
or two days, we arrive at Sennaar, one of 

| the 
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the capitals of Nubia, which feparates Egypt 
from Abyffinia and Darfur, the latter of | 
which countries is in the road to, and trades 
with, ‘Tombuctoo, whofe inhabitants: are _ 
{till the chief object, in Africa, of European 
euriofity, and whofe very exiftence was a 
fhort time ago problematical. It is. truc, 
indeed, that though the journey to Darfur 
may be accomplifhed in forty days, a hun- 
dred more are required to reach Tombuc- 
too.. A merchant whom I found at Keneh, 
ied who had often been to Darfur, where 
the caravans arrive from Tombucton, gave 
me the following itinerary, which I fubjoin 
in the note.* Here alfo we found many 
* Route from Siut to Darfur and Sennaar by Dongola: 
From Siut by the defert,in a fouth-wefterly direction, 
four days are required to reach Korg-Kluah, the mott 
populous and beft cultivated of the oafes: here is a 
ieee of frefh water, which, rifing out of the ground, 


© 13; 
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Turkith, Meccan, ‘and Moorifh merchants, 
come to exchange coffee and Indian cottons 


for corn. 


is, afte" j oat courfe, loft in it again: there is a for- 
trefs, and a large village. 

From Korg-Eluah to Bulague, another oafis, half a 
day’s journey: here is a {mall village, and well tafted 
water, which, however, is apt to difagree with thofe 
who are not accuftomed to it. 

From elaeae to El-Bfactah, one day: brackith 
water. 

From El-Bfaétah to Beris, half a day’s pad Here 
there is a large village, and tolerably good water. 

From Beris to El Mekh, two hours. Here it is ne- 
3 ceffary to lay in a ftock of water, for the oafes ceafe 
at El Mekh, and nothing but falt or brackith water is 
to be met with for feveral days. Travelling from this 
place in the fame diretion as at firft, after fix days, we 
reach Defir. 

From Defir to Selima, three days: falt water, but 
not quite undrinkable. 

From Selima to Dongola, where we again met with — 


@ the 
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Notwithftanding thefe favourable appear= 
ances, and the quiet fubmiffion of the fupe- 
rior clafles, the mafs of the nation, who had 
nothing to lofe, confidering our equity as in- 
dicative of our easlanietes allowed themfelves 


to be feduced by the beys, who, taking ad- 


the Nile, four days. Here a frefh fupply of water and 
provifions mutt be laid in. 

From Dongola, bearing away more to the weft for 
four days, wearrive at E1Goyah, u 

From El Goyah to Zagaoneh, fix days: brackifh 
water. , 
From Zagaoneh to Darfur, ten days, without meet- | 
ing with either village or water. 

The other route from Dongola to Darfur requires 
feventeen days march ina foutherly direétion to Sen- 
naar, and hence to Darfur twelve days travelling due 
weit. | | 

It is above all effential in fuch a journey, to be fuf- 
ficiently well mounted, to keep up with the caravan, | 
as this ftops for no one, and he who goes flower than 


the reft is neceflarily left behind. 
3 vantage 
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vantage of their religious prejudices, and the 
influence which the high tone of command ~ 
has over thofe that have been long accuf= — 
tomed to obey, began afrefh to organize an 
oppofition, eight or ten leagues from our. 4 
head-quarters. | 
Beneadi, a town two miles long} and 
containing twelve thoufand inhabitants, al- 
ways rebellious againft every government, 
from its fituation on the verge of the defert, 
had called in the Arabs: a carayan from 
Darfur was alfo juft arrived here. Murad- 
Bey, profiting of this concurrence, had found- 
means, by working on their religious fana- 
ticifm, ona fudden to excite the whole to 
arms. Immediately upon intelligence of this 
being received, General Davouft was dif- 
patched with the cavalry to Beneadi: the ~ 
common tranquillity required the deftruction . 
of a volcano that was inceffantly threat- 


ening 
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ening us: the troops, animated with the 
hope of plunder, in an inftant fwept away 
the whole village: thofe of the inhabitants 
that efcaped joined the remnant of the Mec- 
cans, marched again{t Miniet, and were put : 
to the {word in a fecond encounter. 

Among the booty of Beneadi was an im- 
menfe number of women, partly inhabitants 
of the place, and partly flaves brought by the » 
caravan: thofe to whofe fhare they fell in — 
the divifion of the fpoil fold them in open 
market; from one they paffed to another, 
rifing in value with every change of matters, 
till at length they were purchafed again 
from their laft owners by their fathers, their 

hufbands, or their former mafters: meek and 
modeft, they fubmitted with impaffive re~ 
fignation to their lot, and were reinftated in | 
their domeftic relations without any -quei~ 
tions being afked. A conduét fo little con- 
Vou. I. U fonant 
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fonant to the ufual habits of -Mahomedan 
jealoufy, inducing us to exprefs our furprize, 
‘we were anfwered very fenfibly, “* What 
‘¢ fault of theirs is it that we have not been 
‘¢ able to defend them ?” 
Murad-Bey, who had arrived by way of 
‘the defert, to cut off our communication 
with Cairo, faw the attack and deftruction 
of his allies; without daring to come to their 
affiftance: he contented himfelf with taking 
meafures for holding us in check, without 
much rifk to his own troops, waiting in the 
“mean while for more favourable circum- 
ftances; the prefent was not the time for 
him:either to propofe or to accept terms of 
accommodation, for what community of po- 
litical or commercial interefts was there be- 
‘tween us, on which to bafe the refpective 
guarantee of mutual good faith! Accuftomed, 
-befides, to unforefeen reverfes of fortune, his 


hopes 
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hopes were {till kept alive. The abfence of 
the commander in chief, the employment 
of part of our forces in the Syrian expedi- as 
tion, the conftant formation of confpiracies, 
all forbade him to defpond: nor was he 
wanting to his own fortune, in taking every 


means of organizing and keeping up the 


{pirits of his party. He perfuaded the emir | ° 


adgi at Cairo, who was under orders to join 
the commander in chief in Syria, to affemble 
a body of men fufficient to feize Belbeis, 
which lay in his road, by a coup-de-main ; 
thus to cut aft the retreat of the army, to 
_raife the country upon our fcattered forces, 
and oblige us to concentrate our troops by 
abandoning Upper Egypt. This promifing 
{cheme terminated, however, only in the 
ruin of the emir; fome fufpicious movements 
difcovered his defigns, and to avoid being 
arrefted by the garrifon of Belbeis, he was 

We : obliged, 
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obliged, with a few followers, to hurry re the 


defert. The detection of this confpiracy, the 


maffacre of Beneadi, and the fecond defeat 
at Miniet of thofe who had efcaped the 
maffacre, again unhinged the projects of 
Murad-Bey, and obliged him to retire to the 
oafes.. | 


While at Keneh, I had to regret the death 


of a crocodile; which fome peafants having 


furprifed afleep, had bound and brought alive 
to the officer who commanded during the 
abfence of General Beliard : the animal be- 
ing yet young, and fettered by an iron circle 
between the fhoulders and belly, could not 
be very formidable ; we might have obferved 
and become acquainted with his habits, which 


are unknown even in his native country, fo 


- much is he an objet of terror! It would ~ 


have been curious to fee his manner of eating, ~ 


to afcertain what kind of food he lives on, 


whether 


ine gas 
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whether maftication is neceflary to him, and 
if rs how it is effected in an animal poffeffed 
only of cutting teeth ; how his throat fup- 
plies the place of a tongue, and whether ad- 
vantage might be taken of his voracity to 
render him tame. He might, perhaps, have 
been brought alive to France, and might | 
there have been fubmitted to the examina- 
tion of the naturalifts and the curiofity of — 
the Parifians, domg homage to the nation as 
a trophy of the conquered Nile, In my 
_ wanderings on the banks of this river I have 
feen a great number of all fizes, from three 
to twenty-fix or twenty-eight feet in length: 
many Officers worthy of credit affured me 
that they met with one no lefs than forty 
feet long. They are by no means fo feroci- 
ous as is pretended : their favourite reforts 
are the low iflands of the river, where, they 
are {een bafking in the fun (the moft intenfe 
a U3 Q heat 
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heat of which appears highly grateful to 
them) by numbers at a-time, afleep and mo- 
tionlefs as fo many logs of wood, furrounded 
_by birds, who appear totally unmindful of 
them. What is the food of thefe large ani- 
mals: Many {tories are related of them, but 
we have not yet had an opportunity of veri- 
fying a fingle one. Daring even to impru- 
dence, our foldiers fet them at defiance; even 
I myfelf bathed daily in the Nile; for the. 
tranquil nights that I thus obtained, rendered 
me regardlefs of dangers which we had not 
as yet verified by a fingle fact. If the cro- 
codiles had devoured a few of the carcaffes 
which the war left at their difpofal, fuch a 
food, it might be imagined, would only ex- 


-. cite their appetite, and engage them to pur- 


fue whén alive fo favourite a prey; and yet 
we were never once attacked by them, nor 
did we ever meet with a fingle crocodile at a 


diftance : 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT. - $l 


diftance from the water. Hence it appears 
probable that they find in the Nile itfelf a 
fufficient quantity of eafily procurable food, 
which they digeft flowly, being, like the 
lizard and ferpent, cold-blooded and of an 
ina@tive ftomach. Befides, having in the 
Egyptian part of the Nile no enemies but 
_ each other and man, they would be truly 
formidable, if, covered as they are with an 
almoft impenetrable defenfive armour, they 
were alert and {kilfulin making ufe of thofe 
which nature has given them for attack. 
When I left Keneh, General Beliard had a 
young one in his pofieffion no more than fix 
inches long, which yet already began to fhow 
its native ferocity. I was afterwards in- 
fotiaed by the general, that it lived four 
months without eating, without appearing 


to fuffer, without appearing to grow, or to 


U4 become | 
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become leaner, and: to’ eM laft was as un- 
tradable as EVer. 

| Ammianus Marcellinus, who wrote in the 
time of Julian, has recorded, that, from the 
remoteft antiquity, the Egyptians confidered 
themfelves as dupes, if they paid their debts 
without being compelled to it by aétual 


force or fear: fortunately for me, the people ” 


of Dendera had not degenerated from their 
~-anceftors. | | 
From the window of my apartment at 
Kench, I faw the ruins of Tentyra, two 
leagues off, on the other fide of the Nile; 
thofe ruins, the recolletion of which infpired 


me with fo much intereft, mixed at the fame 


time with regret, at not having had an op- 


portunity to make a drawing of a zodiac, 
which clearly proved the deep knowledge of 


the ancient Egyptians in aftronomy, 
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a eo Sc 


~ - = (of wl 
ee a 


TRAVELS IN EGYPT, B13 

The Denderites refufing to pay the tribute, 
a hundred men were fent thither, whom ] - 
accompanied. From Dendera to the ruins 
of Tentyra is only twenty minutes ride; this 
latter place, from its ancient monuments, is 
called by the Arabs, Berbeh. We arrived at 
the town in the evening, and the next morn- 
ing, with a guard of thirty men, I went to 
the ruins, and this time took poffeffion of 
them in the plenitude of repofe and quiet. I 
was firft of all delighted to find that my en- 
thufiaftic admiration of the great temple was 
not an illufion produced by the novelty of its 
appearance, fince after having feen all the 
other Egyptian monuments, this ftill appear- 
ed the moft perfect in its execution, and con- 
{truéted at the happieft period of the arts and 
{ciénces: every thing imit is laboured, is in- 
terefting, is important. It would be neceflary 
to draw the whole in its moft minute detail, 


to 


we 


‘ying away;  Wdenha has, been made without. 


. 
x 4 


forne end in view, without: contributing ina 


reater or 1affer oy we to the perfection and 


$ 


armony ‘of the whole. “As my time here 
; rer} limited, I began with what’ had 


— 


| objeg& in my jonney ; 
ither, the celeftial planifphere, which occu 4 
j ies part of the ceiling of a ttle apartment, if i" 
: ili over the nave of the ereat temple. The ; 


‘floor being low and the room dark, Iwas 


i to work at it only a few. hours i in the 


day ; but Pee this, nor the multiplicity 


of the details, and the great care required in 
not confounding them by the neceffi ty of 
viewing them in fo inconvenient a pofture, 


eee my ardour : : the defire of bringing t to 4 


». 


“the philofophers of my. native country the . , 


copy of an Egyptian bas-relief. of fo much | 


‘ 


importance, made me patiently ¢ endure the | 
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tormenting pofition required in its delinea-. 


tion. (See Plate LVIII.) I copied alfo the 


reft of the ceiling, which is divided into two 


equal parts, by a large figure that feems to 
be an Ifis: her feet reft upon the earth, her 
arms are extended towards heaven, and the 
appears to occupy all the {pace between. In 
another part of the ceiling is a large figure, 


probably reprefenting heaven or the year, 


- with its hands and feet on the fame level, 


and enfolding with the curvature of the body 
fourteen globes, placed on as many boats, 
diftributed over feven bands or zones, fepa- 
rated from each other by numberlefs hiero- 
slyphics, but too much covered with ftalac- 
tites and {moke to allow of being copied. I 


took, however a fketch of this compartment _ 


of the ceiling, in order to give a general idea 
of its form. (See Plate LIII. Fig. 1. and the 

general plan of this apartment, Plate LVI, 
| | in 
* 


ae. 
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in which the relative pofition of the {everal 
objects j is laid down.) yu 
Behind this firft chamber is a fecond, 
phigh receives light only through the door ; 
this alfo is covered with moft interefting and 
admirably executed hieroglyphical pictares, 
Notwithftanding the darknefs, and the dif-. 
ficulty of getting what little light there was 
to fall at the fame time on the bas-relief and 
‘my paper, I made drawings of almoft all that 
was contained on the ceiling or the walls. 
3 (See Plate LIL. Fig. 2, and Plate XL, Figs. 
& 6, 7, and 8.) It is difficult to imagine 
what could be the ufe of this little edifice, fo 
carefully finithed, and ornamented with pic- 
‘tures fo evidently fcientific: thofe on the — 
ceilings appear! to relate to the motions of | 
the heavenly hodies, and thofe on the walls 
have probably fome reference to the earth, 
and the influences of the air and rat gin The 
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earth is univerfally reprefented by the figure 
of Ifis, who was the prefiding divinity in all 
the temples of Tentyra, and whofe emblem 


or ne is found in ash i her head is 


of fi great temple: it 1s alfo in he centre 


of the aftragal, and fculptured in gigantic 
proportions, on the outfide of the foundation 
wall: it is the diftinguifhing object in the 
ornaments of the frieze and the cornice, and 
is confpicuous in all the pidtures with her 
proper attributes. It is Ifis to whom all the 
offerings are made, when they are not pre- 
fented by herfelf to her hufband Ofiris : her 
ve 18 in{cribed on the outer gates of the 


enclofure, and to her are dedicated the little 3 
temples that are there reprefented. In that 
on. the right hand of the entrance, fhe is 


triumphing over two evil genii; in that 
which 
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which is behind the great temple, fhe 
-_varioufly defcribed as holding Horus in her — 
arms, defending him from every hoftile at- 
tempt. entrufting him only to figures like / 
cows, and fuckling him at every age, from 
infancy to puberty, 
- I employed all the time in which, for want 
of light, I was unable to work at the plani- 
{phere, in meafuring the capitals and co- 
lumns, in making plans and elevations; and 
taking views of the gates. There are now 
neither doors nor even hinges to thefe gates, 
which formerly fecluded from profane eyes 
thofe myfteries of which the priefts were fo 
jealous, and alfo, perhaps, concealed the trea- 
fares of the ftate. The chambers confecrated — 
to eternal night, the myfterioufnefs of the 
worfhip, obfcure as the temples themfelves, | 
the fecret initiations, fo difficult to be ob- 
tained, and for ever fhut againft ftrangers, 
3 : and | 
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and the fudden overthrow, both of the Zo- - 


vernment and religion, as foon as Cambyfes , 
had violated the fanctuaries, overthrown the 
divinities, and carried off the treafures, nit 
combine in announcing that, within thefe 


temples was contained the effence of all: 


and that hence emanated all the civil and 


religious authority of the ftate. 
My enquiries, my obfervations, and my 
labours, were cut fhort by the eagernefs of 
‘the theik of the village to rid the diftri@ of 
our prefence: after the firft day he brought 
~in his contribution, the general recalled the 
troops, and thus ended my expedition. 
Juft before fetting off, I took a general 
view of the fite of Tentyra, and the group 
of monuments that overlook the town, with 
the mountains rifing in the diftance. ‘Talfo 


copied an infcription in beautiful and large 


Greek characters, placed like that at Kous — 


Oi 


F - 
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on the liftels to the right and left of the 
top of one of the outer gates, to the fouth 
of the great temple. ‘The following 1s the 
infcription, taken as correctly as the muti- 
lated ftate of fome of the letters would 


admit. 


- - YPIEPAYTOKIATOPEKAISAPO@ZOEOTTIOYAIO 
LEAEY .. 22323 PAZPOTEPINONAIOYOKTAIO 


YHTEMONOZKAIMAPKOTKAQAIOYHOZTOMOTE | 


MIZTPATHFOTTPYSQNOZETPATHTOTNTOZOIA 


MOTOZMHTPONMOAEOS ame : > XNOMOYTOIPO 


TIYAONIZIA@EAIMED 2THIKAIT OISSTNOIZIOE! 
OISIETOEAAK, A \ IEAPOLOQYOSEBAETHI ° 


Below is the fame infcription, with the 
words feparated, and the letters ref{tored by 


the literati whom I have confulted, toge- 


ther with the tranflation that they have 


given of it. 


Late 
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Yareg auroxparopos Kaioupos Oss viz Atos eAculepie 


wwrnpias or ems TlowAse Oxrasia NYEAOVOS XOb Maps 


KAwdiz TToceee EWS PAaTHYS Tpupavos oparnyevTos Ob “Tre 


TUS MNTPOTOAEWS LEPWOAY EX VOILE TO WpomuAoy Ioids Ora, - 


MEYISNE “aL TOS TUvvaoIs Deois etzes Aw Kasoapos Owvs 


73 
¢ 
ce 
T3 
ce 
PTs 
é¢ 
77 
rT 


rz 3 


orCasns 


“* On account of the Emperor Cefar, 


God, the fon of Jupiter the Deliverer, 
when Publius O@avius being governor, 
Marcus Claudius Poftumus commander in 
chief, and Tryphon general, the deputies 


of the metropolis confecrated, in virtue 


of the law, the propyleum to Ifis, the 


greateft of the goddeffes, and to the affo- 
ciated gods of the temple, in the thirty- 
firft year of Czefar, on the facred day of 


Thoth.’’* 
: Thére 


* This tranflation differs in many particulars from 


M. Denon’s; it is more literal, and the laft words ot 
oy oLe IL. Woes ning 
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There is another infcription on the liftel 
of the cornice of the great temple; but I 
was unable to diftinguifh the characters fuf- 
ficiently well to copy them. Thefe few 
Greek characters, in the midt of innume- 
rable Egyptian infcriptions, form an extraor- 
dinary and ftriking contraft. 


it, correfponding to @wx6 rtRaent, which are made non- 
fenfe of in the French, are adopted from a learned 
differtation on this infcription by Mr. Henley. 


* 


. CHAPTER 4 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


Prefent State of Copthos—Kamfin Wind, or 
Hurricane of Egypt— Swarm of Locufis 
—Defeat of Selim-Bey—March acrofs thé 
Defert to Coffeir—Biralbarr—Fountains of 
Kittah and El-More—Defcription of Coffeit 
—Arab cooking—Return to Mokatam— 

 ~Feaft at Abumanah—Egyptian Servants, 


COME days after my eters from Tere 
S tyra, the cavalry was fent to protect a 
military cheft, which was to be conveyed 
from Efneh to Keneh. I took advantage 
of this efcort to go and vifit Keft, or Cop 
thos, which I had paffed at a diftance three 
times before, without having had opportu- 
nity to ftop and vifit this town, or éven to 
ride’ through it. I wifhed to know whe- 

: X 2 ther 
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ther Copthos, which was fo celebrated by - 
the calamities which it underwent in the 
time of the perfecutions by Dioclefian, pof- 
feffed any veftiges of higher antiquity. I 
was ftruck in entering the town with the 
good prefervation of its different monuments; 
the ancient part {till remains in the ftate in 
which it was left. by the conflagration which 
terminated the long fiege that deftroyed it 
in the third century ; the old limits of the 
city have been abandoned, and to this has 
~~ fucceeded>an Arab town, with a boundary. 
wall of unbaked bricks, beyond which, 
_ verging to the weft, was built the village of 
Keft, which {till exifts. Was Copthos the 
ancient name of this town? And did the 
ancient Copts take ‘their name from that 
of Copthos, where zeal collected their num-, 

bers, and made them fuftain -fo obftinate. 

and difaftrous a fiege in the time of Diocle-_, 


fian ? 
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fian? One. may evidently diftinguifh the 
different ruins of two temples of high an- 
tiquity, and thofe of a catholic church, in 
which tafte and art in the conftruction were 
certainly lefs remarkable than’ the magnifi- 
cence and richnefs of the materials em- 
ployed: the fragments of porphyry and era- 
nite columns and pilafters, ‘{cattered over a 
vaft fpace of ground, remain to atteft the 
opulence and luxury of the firft believers ; 
but the fculpture on the doric friezes, fome 
fragments of which are {till vifible, thew 
that at this period the efforts at embellith- 

ment, which art could command, only im- 
poverifhed the fumptuous magnificence of 
the materials. All thefe monuments lie. 
without form and order on the ground, ex- 
cepting a few portions ftill left ftanding,, 
and none of them would furnifh me with 
a fingle fubject for a drawing. ii 

Bi I had 
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I had often heard fpeak of the kamfn, 
which may be termed the hurricane of 
Egypt and the defert ; it is equally terrible 
by the frightful fpectacle which it exhibits 
when prefent, and by the confequences 
which follow its ravages. We had already 
paffed with fecurity one half of the feafon 
in which it appears, when im the evening of 
the 18th of May, I felt myfelf entirely over- 
come by a fuffocating heat ; it feemed as if 
the flutuation of the air was fuddenly fuf- 
pended. I wen out to bathe, in order to 
overcome fo painful a fenfation, when I was 
ftruck on my arrival at the bank of the 
Nile, with a new appearance of nature 
around me; this was a light and colours 
which I had not yet feen. The fun, with- 
out being concealed, had loft its rays ; it 
had even lefs luftre to the eye than the 
moon, and gave a pale light without fhade ; 

the 
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the water no’ longer ecHledted its rays, but 
appeared in agitation; every thing had 
changed its ufual afpe& ; it was now the flat 

~ fhore that feemed luminous, and the air dull 
and opaque; the yellow horizon fhewed the | 
_ trees on its aalihce of dirty blue; flocks 
of birds were flying off before the cloud; 
the frighted animals ran loofe in the coun- 
try, followed by the fhouting inhabitants, 
who yainly attempted to collect them to- 
gether again; the wind, which had raifed 
this immenfe mafs of vapour, and was urg-— 
ing it forward, had not yet reached us; we 
thought that by plunging our bodies in the | 
water, which was then calm, we eukd pre- 
vent the baneful effeéts of this mafs of duft, 
which was advancing from the fouth-weft } 
but we had hardly entered the river when 
it began to fwell all at once, as if it would 
overflow its channel, the waves paffed over 
| » ae our 
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our heads, and we felt the bottom heave 
up under our feet ; our clothes were con- 
veyed away along with the fhore itfelf, which 
feemed to be carried off by the whirlwind 
which had now reached us; we were com- 
pelled to leave the water, and our wet and 
naked bodies being beat upon by a ftorm 
of fand, were foon encrufted witha black 
mud, which prevented us from drefling 
ourfelves ; enlightened only by a red and 
gloomy fun, with our eyes’ fmarting, our 
nofes {tuffed up, and our throats clogged 
with duft, fo that we could hardly breathe, 
we loft each other and our way home, and 
arrived at our lodgings at laft one by one, 
groping our way, and. guided only by the. 
walls, which marked our track. We could 
now eafily conceive the dreadful fituation of 
thofe who are furprifed with fuch a pheno- 
menon of ‘nature, when croffing the expofed 


and 
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and naked deferts; and we were fo accuf- 
_tomed to the ferene fky of Egypt, that we | 
could hardly. bear with any patience fuch a : 
fudden tranfition. | ‘ 
The next day, the fame mais of duft, at- - 
tended with fimilar appearances, travelled 
along the defert of Lybia: it, followed the 
chain of the mountains, and when we flat- 
tered ourfelves that we were entirely rid of 
this peftilence, the weft wind brought it back, 
and once more overwhelmed us with this 
fcorching torrent; the flafhes of lightning 
appeared to pierce with difficulty through — 
this denfe vapour ;_ all the. elements feemed 


to be ftill in diforder; the rain was mixed 


with whirlwinds of fire, wind, and duft, and 


in this. time of confufion the trees and all 
the other produétions of nature feemed to be 
again plunged in the horrors of chaos. 

If the defert of Lybia had fent us thefe 


clouds 
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clouds of duit, thofe on the eaft, on the con- 
trary, had been inundated with water, for 
the merchants who came from the borders 
of the Red Sea told us, that in the vallies 
they had the water up to the middle of their 
legs. | 
- Two days after this difafter, we were told 
that the plain was covered with birds, which 
were pafling on from’ eaft to weft, like the 
clofe files of an army ; and, indeed, we faw 
at a diftance the fields appear to move, like 
a broad torrent flowing through the country. 
Thinking that they might be fome foreign 
birds we haftened out to meet them; but 
inftead of birds we faw a cloud of locufts, 
who juft {kimmed the foil, ftopping at each 
blade of grafs to devour it, then flying off 
to néw food. If it had been the feafon in 
which.the corn was young and tender, this 
would have been a ferious plague; for thefe 


_ children 
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children of the defert. are as lean,~as active, 
and as vigorous as the Bedouin Arabs ;_ it 
would be interefting to know how they live 
and produce fuch multitudes in fo arid ade- — 
fert ; perhaps it was the rain that had fallen — 
in the valleys which had fuddenly hatched 
them, and had produced this emigration, juft 
as certain winds bring fwarms of gnats. The 
wind changing again in a contrary direction 
to their march, they were once more driven 
back into the defert. Thefe locufts are of a 
rofe-colour, fpeckled with black, very ftrong, _ 
thy, and difficult to catch. : 

We learned that a detachment of two 
hundred men from our garrifon at Efneh, 
commanded by captain Renaud, had fet out 
from Etfu; and had marched towards Syene, 
in order to diflodge from this town Ofman | 
and Affan-Bey, who had returned thither. : | 

Emboldened by the {mall number of 

e | French, 
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French, who were marching without can- 
non, they attacked our men with their ufual 
impetuofity. The event was that Selim- ~Bey 
fell by our bayonets, three fheiks, one cafna- 
dar, and forty-two Mamelukes were killed 
on the field of battle, or were carried off to 
Syene, where they died the fame day ; forty 
others were wounded, and the reft of the 
fugitives afcended the country above the 
cataraéts as far as Bribes. This battle com- 
pleted the deftru@ion of the Mameluke 
party; the Arab theiks of the tribe of Ababdes 
were convinced of the infufficiency of their | 
means of refiftance, feparated from the con- 
federacy, and came to Keneh to make peace 
and alliance with us. 

Defaix, in order to drive Murad from his 
retreat, was preparing at Siut an expedition 
_for the oafis ; the command of it was to be 
given to his aid-de-camp Savari, whilft Gene- 

| | ral 
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ral Beliard was getting ready the detachment 
which we were to fend to Coffeir. I thould 
have been glad to have accompanied both, 
- but I was obliged to make my.choice : whilf 
I was hefitating, Murad quitted Helluah, 
and the Englifh appeared at Coffeir. All 
our attention was now directed to their quar- 
ter; General Douzelot arrived at Keneh, 
with orders to mark out the plan fora fort 
to contain fix hundred men, and to go for- | 
ward to Coffeir to eftablifh himfelf there. 
The neceffary provifions were made for both 
- projects, and we were foon ready to march 
for the defert. 
We collected a great number of camels, I 
fay we, becaufe by degrees one identifies 
one’s-felf with thofe that one lives with, and 
I was a party concerned in every event'that 
happened to the divifion of Defaix, and more 
particularly to the twenty-firft demi-brigade. 
| I par- 


334. — TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 


I partook of its dangers, its fucceffes, its mif= 
; fortusied, and I perfuade myfelf that I came 
in for fome fhare of its glory. Ourcaravan 
was compofed of three hundred and fixty-fix 
of our men : we had each of us a camel to 
ourfelves, which alfo carried the baggage and 
water neceffary for each individual ; and be- 
fides, two hundred camels were loaded with 
atticles of the firtt necefflity for us on our ar- 
rival at Coffeir. The chiefs of the Arabs, who 
had juft made alliance with us, joined out 
caravan, making advantage of this opportu- 
nity to ingratiate themfelves with us by ferv- 
ing as guides, efcort, and rear-guard; the 
whole party might amount in all to a thou- 
fand or eleven hundred men, and as many 
camels. It was entertaining for us to fee each 
other mount our beafts ; the camel, who is 
in general: fo deliberate in all his ations, 
mounts on his hind legs firft. very brifkly as 

| foon 
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{oon as the rider leans on his faddle to {pring _ 
up, and throws him firft forward and then 
backward, and it.is not till the fourth mo- 
tion when the beatt is entirely on his legs 
that the rider can find his balance. None 
of us had been able to refift the firft thake, 
and we each had to laugh at our neighbours 
till we were all well fixed’ on our feats. 

We left Keneh the 26th of May; at ten in 
the morning, and arrived at four in the after- 
noon at Birambarr or Biralbarr (the Well of 
Wells) a village on the edge of the defert; 
about.as high up as Copthos, and oppofite to 
the defile which leads to Kittah, a fountain, 
of which I have fpoken above, and which is 
the radiating centre of all the different roads 
that lead to Coffeir. We halted at Birambarr, 
and. after the camels had eaten and drank as 
muuch as Su nue they were compelled to 


{wallow 
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fwallow a fecond allowance of beans and bars 
ley, which was forced into their mouths. 
The name of Biralbarr, or Weil of Wells, 
arifes doubtlefs fromthe two fountains, which 
are the only refources which this village . 
- offers. The water is fulphureous, but fweet 
and refrefhing, owing to the nitre which it 
- contains. I had been apprehenfive of the 
{winging pace of the camel, and the prancing 
of the dromedary had.made me fear being 
thrown over his head, but I was foon agree~ 
_- ably undeceived. When once fixed in the 
-faddle, one has only to give way to the mo- 
tion of the beaft, and one foon finds that it 
is impoflible to be more pleafantly mounted 
for a long journey, efpecially as no attention 
Is requifite to guide the animal, except in 
turning him out of his ftrait forward direc- 
tion, which very feldom happens in the de< 
mia tas fert 
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fert and amidft a caravan. The camel very 
rarely trips, and never dtumbles except where 
the ground is wet: the dromedary is among 
the camel tribe what the greyhound is nai 
dogs; they are only ufed for the faddle: 
ring is pafied through their noftril, to which 
a thong is tied, and this ferves as a bridle 
to guide and ftop him, to make him kneel 
when the rider wifhes to difmount. ‘The 
pace of the dromedary is light, the opening 
of the angle of his long legs, and the flexible 
{pring of his lean foot renders his trot eafier 
than that of any horfe, and at the fame time 
full as fwift. | 

In quitting Biralbarr we turned to the eaft, 
and. entering a long wide yalley, forming an 
extenfive plain, at the extremities of which 
_ appear fome points of rocks; which fhew that 
one is travelling along achain of hills. I re- 
gretted that I had not Dolomieu with me in 

Vou. II. = this 
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this journey, but Citizen Roziere fupplied 
his place. We marched thus till ten at night 
in good order, fo that on {topping at any time 
we could immediately form in military array. 
We then each fpread our carpet befide our 
camel, fupped on it, and flept. At one in 
the morning the moon rofe, the drum was 
beat, and in five minutes time we were all 
again on our march without any confufion 
or trouble. In the defert one feels one’s re- 
fpe& redoubled for the camel, that venerable 
animal; however hard 1s his condition, he 
knows it, and conforms to it without impa- 
tience; he is a truly bountiful gift of Provi- 
dence, and nature has fet him down 1n @ 
country in which his place could not be fup- 
plied to the fervice of man by any animal 
whatever; the fand 1s truly his element, for 
as foon as he quits it, and touches the mud, 


he can hardly keep upow his feet, and his 
conftant 
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conftant trips alarm the rider for the fafety 
of himfelf and his baggage. 

At day-break we arrived at Kittah, a very 
fingular fountain, fince it is fituated on a 
higher level than all the furrounding ground ; 
this fountain confifts of three wells fix feet 
in depth, and the ftrata of which are, firft, a 
bed of fand, and beneath, a free={tone rock, 
through which the water filtrates, and flowly 
fills the holes that are dug. There is here a 
tmall mofque, or caravanfary, which ferves 
- for fhelter to travellers when they are not 
very numerous, 

One may here be convinced of the im- 
_ portance of thofe wells which are fo often 
mentioned in the Old Teftament, and the 
hiftory of the Arabs; and one fees how dif- 
ficult it would be to ere&t the fmalleft edifice — 
in fuch infulated and unprotected {pots, 
that are {o barren of neceflary fupplies; and 


ake yet 


é 
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yet it would be abfolutely neceflary, in takirig 
permanent pofleffion of Egypt, to erect a2 


fortrefs, and to keep a garrifon in Kittah, —_ 


to affure a free communication between 
Coffeir and the Nile, and to reprefs the 
Arabs of thefe parts, to whom this fountain © 
is a poft which renders them mafters of an 
extenfive country, on account of the per- 
manent and inexhauftible fource of water, 
which, if not fecured, would always afford 
a ready fupply to an enemy as foon as he was 
driven into the defert. We continued to 
march the reft of the day through the fame 
kind of country, but it infenfibly rofe, and 
the ranges of mountains on either fide ap- 
proached nearer to each other. We then 

“encamped during the evening, and refumed 
our march as’on the day before. 

At day-break we found the appearance . 
of thé country changed; the mountains 


that 
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that we had paffed the day before were 
rocks of free-ftone, thefe were of pudding- 
ftone, being a mixture of granite, porphyry, 
ferpentine, and other primitive fpecies, age 
gregated in green {chiftus. The valley con- 
tinued to grow narrower, and the rocks on 
every fide more lofty. At noon we had 
reached the firft half of our journey, in the 
mudft of fine rocks of breccia, which would: 
be very eafy to work, if it were not for the 
great diftance from any fupplies of provifion zi 
the portions of granite, of which this breccia 
is compofed, fhew that the primitive moun- 
tains are not far diftant. Having pafied thefe. 
fine rocks, we began to defcend again, till we. 
reached a fountain called E/-More, which is 
only a {mall hole under a rock. The water 
was excellent, but not fufficient for our nu-, 
merous caravan; we paffed on to a fecond 
watcring-place, compofed of feveral wells,, 

Yt under 
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under a rock of very green fchittus, mixed | 
with white quartz, which gives it the ap- 
“pearance of the antique green marble. This 
_was the only fpot for about forty paces in 
which the road was narrow and difficult, 
and gave us fome trouble to get our artillery 
over; all the reft was like a- well fanded 
walk in a garden: the bafe of the rock is 
{wept by torrents from the fides of the hills 
when it rains; and thefe floods, which only 
laft a few hours, level the valley before them, | 
without, however, making a ravine. : 
The variety of form and colour in thefe 
rocks began to break the fad and monotonous 
uniformity of the defert, and gave it almoft 
a rural appearance ; the country became 
fonorous ; the noife of our party began to 
echo in the valleys, and appeared like the 
wakening of nature, for our troops had 
erofled the fandy plains in filence ; hardly 
! had 
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had they began to converfe when in the val- 
leys, but when arrived among the rocks, they 
made them refound with mirth and gaiety, 
and the gloom of the defert difappeared. 
This fecond fountain, though abundant, was 
too limited to fupply the wants of our whole — 
troop; only a part of them could fill their 
water-veflels, and we pufhed on to that of 
Fl-Adoute, where the water, though not 
quite fo {weet, is {till very good, We dug 
a well, which dire@tly gave it of excellent 
quality; and as it was the only drinkable 
water that we were to meet with in the re- 
mainder of our journey, we and our camels 
drank for the prefent and future, replaced _ 
with it that which was in our water-veflels, ! 
and took in as large a fupply as poflible, to 
laft us to Coffeir, as it would be {canty and 
bad in the whole road .thither. With a 
fortified tower, a ciftern, and a caravanfary 
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eftablifhed here, the paflage from Coffeir to 
the Nile would be as eafily practicable as any 
other road, ate eee | | 

Tn proportion as we defcended, the moun- 
tains diminifhed in height ; they no longer 
exhibited the fame beds of magnificent 
breccia, but were again became filiceous, 
crofled with quartz. We ftopped to fleep 
fome hours, after haying marched eighteen. 
At day-break we found the valley much en- 
Jarged, and foon it was crofled fuddenly by 
a reddith calcareous mountain, edged with 
fome rocks of free-ftone ; we coafted along 
the foot of this mountain, which, in round- 
ing off, was terminated by a fchiftofe rock, 
and beyond it the ftrata was entirely cal- 
careous. Here is the fountain of Ambagi, 
but the water is only drinkable for camels; 
though it is in confiderable quantity, it pof- 
feffes the quality of a mineral {pring, and 
eh ie would 
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would perhaps be as falutary in the cure of 
difeafes as Spa, or Barege; but here, where, 
Qwing to the {terility of the foil, and the fo- 
briety of the inhabitants, there are but few 
difeafes and no phyficians, this {pring creeps 
inglorious under a black and mephitic mud: 
and as it purges thofe who can endure the 
deteftable tatte which it leaves in the mouth, 
and encreafes inftead of fatisfying thirft,. it 
paffes for the moft malignant fountain in 
the country. However, it has been the 
means of the growth of feven or cight palm- 
trees, which form the only grove that is to 
be feen for fifty leagues around. | 

I perceived by the lightnefs of the air, 
that we were approaching the fea; and foon, 
in following the courfe of a large ravine, we 
faw the waves breaking on the reefs which 
line the. fhore. A mift on the horizon 
pointed out to us the Afiatic coaft, which, » 


however 
: 3 


340 _ . ¥RAVELS IN EGYPT. 

however, was too far to be at all difcerned. 
The Ababdes Arabs, who had preceded us, 
had gone on before to give notice of our 
atrival to the inhabitants of Cofleir, and we 
faw them return.with the fheiks of the town 
and their followers, driving before them a 
flock of fheep, the firft offering of peace and 
homage. The coftume of the Coffeirans is 
the fame as that of Mecca; the Ababdes 
were many of them naked, except a girdle 
round their loins, with a lance in their hands, 
and a dagger attached to the left arm ; they 
fat with their legs croffed on the lofty faddle 
of their meagre dromedaries, forming a fin- 
gular contraft with the Meccans, who had a 


graver alr, Wore a head- drefs like the ancient 


Roman cugurs, were wrapped up in long 


o 
mounted on large camels. As foon as the 
different parties met, every one difmounted ; 


our 


sarments with Bite ftripes, and were. 
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our troops put themfelves in order of battle, 


and after an amicable conference of a few 


minutes, we went altogether to take poffef- 
fion of the caftle, on which the white 
{tandard of peace was waving. I had formed 
fuch an idea of a pitiful town and ruined 
caftle in Coffeir, that when I came to them, 
I thought the former almoft fplendid, and 
the ¢aftle, a fort. This latter is an Arab 
edifice, built in the times of the caliphs, in 
the ftyle of the fortifications of Alexandria, - 
forming a {quare with four curtains, flanked 
with as many baftions, without ditches: but 
by adding a counterfcarp to the prefent 
fortifications, the caftle may refift the float- 
ing batteries and the troops which may be 
landed from the Red Sea. The ’ port and 
road of Cofleir 1s formed by reefs, which 
deniia it from the north-north-wet inde | 
and a head-land that protects it from the 

: fouth- 
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fouth-fouth-eaft. It is open on the eaft and, 
fouth-eaft. This head land, my cape, is 
entirely of late formation, and is compofed 
of nothing but madrepores, the greater num- 
ber of which are.of an enormous fize. No-. 
thing can defcribe in adequate terms the fe- 
vere fadnefs of the country, the rigid afpect 
of the foil, and the infupportably dazzling 
reflection of the fun from the white fhelly 
fhore ; and to fee human beings in buftle 
and agitation in this barren fpot, gives one 
a ftriking pidture of the privations which 
avatice will endure in order to obtain a fuper- 
fluity. ‘The Arab houfes are compofed of a 
few pieces of wood that fupport fome nvifer- 
able mats, under which the inhabitants live: 
on fhell-fifh, and form all their houfehold 
utenfils of the fhells ; ‘and even work them 
into boxes, which are not without elegance. 
It would. have been interefting to have re- 


connoitered 
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| €orhoitéred the road of Berenice, which was 
“aade at a great expence by the Ptolomies, 
forty leagues to the fouth, and afterwards 
abandoned for that of Coffeir, which, how- 
ever, will only hold a fmall'number of mer- 
chant fhips of inferior fize, as the depth of 
water is only two fathoms, and two and a 
half where it is the deepeft. To load the 
veficls, they are obliged to carry the goods in 
the arms of men a hundred and fifty paces 
from the fhore, to put them on board boats, 
which afterwards have to take them to the 
~ veffels which are to be freighted. ‘With all 
thefe inconveniencies, it might at firft ap- ; 
pear furprifing, to find {till fonie commercial 
activity in the huts and rubbith of Coffeir ; 
but when one confiders, that it is, after all, 
_ the beft known port in the Red Sea, that it 
furnifhes corn’ to Mecca, and receives the 


coffee 
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coffee of Yemen, that it is the point of coti- 
tact between Afia and Africa, and might 
become the entrepét of the merchandize of 
thefe parts of the world, one is ftill more 
aftonifhed that any government can be fo 
 -waftefully blind to its own refources, as to 
have thought of nothing but haraffing, and 
vexing by impofitions, a commerce, which 
would return fuch large intereft for all that 
might be advanced to it. Neither cuftom- 
houfe, nor magazines, nor even a fingle cif- 
tern are to be found at Cofféir. When we 
arrived at this port, there was no other water 
in the town than what was brought from 
Afia, and this coft us a fous a goblet; but 
the activity of our foldiers made them find 
{prings in twenty-four hours; and we got for 
nothing water better than that which was 


fold fo dear, though it could not be kept or 
heated 
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heated without acquiring an almoft infup- 
portable bitternefs. But as there is no doubt 
that frefh water is to be found in the vici- 
nity of Coffeir, we left it to the garrifon 
which remained behind in the place, and to 
the indefatigable Douzelot, who was to com- 
mand it, to find in the beds of clay fome | 
{pring which might not be impregnated 
with any arid and noxious matter. 

The coaft all about Coffeir is frightfully 
poor and barren, but the fea is rich in fith, 
fhells, and corals: the latter are fo nume- 
rous, that it may have been here that the 
whole fea acquired the name of Red, whilft 
the fand on the fhore is fo white. The reefs 
are only coral and madrepores, as well as all - 
_ the rocks which lie in thefe feas, to within 
half a league of the actual fhore. I fhould 
have had much {atisfaction in making a col- 


lection 
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le@ion of the thells on this coatt. whicli 
appeared to be as numerous as varied ; but I 
had fome other drawings to Make; and thefe, 
with the neceflary preparations for returning, 
allowed me no fare time, except to make 
an éxcurfion along the fhore with our new 
| allies the Ababdes ‘Arabs. | I-mounted one 
of their dromedaries, feated myfelf in the 
{addle of the fathion of the country, and was 
delighted with the light eafy pace of the one; 
| and the commodioufnefs of the other. We 
entirely gained their friendfhip by exercifing 
with them in mock charges, and fhewing fo 
much confidence in them, as to accompany 
them all. day at a diftance from Coffeir, and 
_ riding with them at the rate of a league 1 in 
lefs than a quarter of an: hour. 

Two days after our arrival, that we might 


not Pa the pre of thofe that we 
left | 
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, deft behind, we fet out on our return ; we 
were {till preceded by our Arab friends, to 
whom the defert feemed by right to belong. 
They negleéted none of the produéts of their 
empire; for we perceived two gazelles flying 
into the defert, upon which four of our allies : 
fet out in purfuit of them, with indifferent 
matchlock guns; fome minutes after we 
heard only two fhots fixed’ and we. faw them 
return with both the gazelles, who were as 
fat as if they had been fed in the richeft 
pafiure. I was invited to partake of them; _ 
and being curious to know how their cookery 
was carried on, I went _ their quarter : the 
leader, who was as proud as a fovereign, had 
no other decoration than the belt whichiwe 
had given him; his palace was wherever he 
3 fpread his carpet; his kitchen utenfils con- 
fifted of two plates of copper, and a pot of 

Vor. IL. eo Se eee 
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the fame metal: butter, flour, and two 
fticks of wood, completed his table equipage: 
in a few minutes he had ftruck a light, col-_ 
‘lected old camels’ dung for fuel, made dough 
of his flour, and cooked fome Frinedss; which 
“were very good when hot; and this, with | 
the foup of the fleth, the bouillie, and broiled 
‘meat, made up.a very tolerable repaft for 
one who had any appetite, which, however, 
was not my cafe, for I had not the’ leaft in 
‘the defert, and I lived almoft entirely on 
lemonade, which I generally made. when 
tiding on my camel, by putting flices of 
lemon in my mouth, along with fugar, and 
wafhing it down with water. Our Arabs 
“were acquainted with every corner of paf- 
turage; they knew to what forwardnefs of 
growth fach and fuch plants fhould hhveat- 
tained at a league's diftance from the regular 


rack, 
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track, and fent their camels to feed upon 
them : thefe poor animals had nothing elfe 
in the whole day but a fingle feed of beans, 
which they runiinate for the remainder of 
the day, cither on their journey, or lying 
down on the fcorching fand, without téftify- 
ing the leaft impatience. The paffion of 
defire alone gives them fome violence in their 
actions, particularly the females, who appear 
more irritable; and, what is extraordinary, 
fatigue feems to inflame their temperament, 
' inftead of exhaufting thent. 

Our return was {till more rapid than our 
journey out: being freed from the incum- 
brance of artillery, and every kind of lading, 
we marched more brifkly, ftill, however, 
abridging the time of our halts and our fleep. 
We returned in two days and a half; but, 
for the laft half day we were quite overcome 


tI: with +3 
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with fatigue and drought, and I.could only 
quench my thirft by eating largely of arias 
and plunging in the Nile. _ After travelling 
for eight days in the defert, the fenfes are 
awakened by the flighteft impreflions ; and 
I ftill remember the delight which I felt on 
again fpending the night reclined on the 
banks of the Nile, hearing the wind ruftling 
in the leaves of trees, and feeling the refrefh- 
ing coolnefs that it acquires in brufhing fy 
through the long leaves of the palm, which | 
it gently agitates: every thing was alive, and 
gave animating fenfations ; life was in the 
air, and nature: feemed to refpire. How- 
ever, I became fully convinced by this jour- 
ney; mate in the hotteft time of the year, and 
the hazard of which had been much ex- 
aggerated to us, that the undertaking it is | 
_ what equate the effort of courage, and the 
. danger 
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danger flies from thofe who braye it. I will 
here add a note of the hours of march in our 
route, which are not liable to vary, as the 
pace of every loaded camel is the fame: no 
other alteration can occur in this reckoning 
than what arifes from accidents, and from 
the greater or lefs time fpent in halts and 
night encampments. However, every other | 
-feafon of the year is preferable to that which 
we were obliged to take for this expedition : 
in winter the traveller may be refrefhed .in 
the mountains by a rain ae feveral hours, 
which furnifhes abundance of water, and 
renders the journey only a promenade on a 
large plain of fand ; but, during the time of 
the kamfin, one may be affailed by thefe 
hurricanes, which, howeyer, we had the 


good fortune to efcape, 
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, Hours of March of our loaded Camels from - 
. Keneh to vic 


| Hours. Min. 
Fron Kench to Byr-al-Baar = — 3 50. 


To the halt for the night in the defert4 45 
bn Kittah — —  — 3 30. 
To the night- Uae eee 4 30° 
| To ene: firtt fountain =m —Qg 35 


To the fecond, called El-ad-Houte 0 45 
To the night- -halt aa a 30 
TS’ tHe untain of Ambagi —. 8 45 
To Coffeir — reais’ 1 45 


, iw dhotal 41. 55 
-. ‘There only wants at Mokatam granite and 
porphyry rocks to give it all the characters 
of a primitive chain, soi thefe might pro- 
bably be found there, fince in the breccia, of 


which 


/ 
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which the mountains are compofed, rounded. 
fragments of thefe fubftances are: obferved. 


On the declivity on each fide, the fame cir- 


__cumftances may be noticed; that is to fay, 


fands arifing from the decompofition of the 
calcareous ftone, calcareous rocks, free-ftone, 
-{chiftus, and breccia; the decay of the rocks, 
which appear often reduced to their primi-. 
tive nuclei, give a picture refembling the 
worn mountains of China. Citizen Rofiere 
could find no traces of emeralds, though the: 
valley is celebrated for pofleffing mines of 
this precious {tone, 

In the folitary and banifhed {tate in which: 
we found ourfelves, we were conftantly ex- 
pecing news, and were eager to learn the 
_ particulars of the operations and fuccefles of 
aur chiefs; but this intelligence was often 
: slouded with grief, in hearing of the lofs of 
: ZL 4 fome 


360 _ ,FRAVELS IN EGYPT, 


fome one or other of our brave companions, 
Thefe fatigues of the mind, joined to thofe 
of the body, recalled, in a melancholy way, 
our thoughts towards our native country, and 
made us feel our forlorn fituation, and the 
necefflity which we felt of being near human 
beings to whom we were bound by the ties 
of affection. We had at this time to regret 
the lofs of General Caffarelli, who united to 
very diftinguifhed talents the zeal of a truly 
philanthropic patriotifm ; he conftantly foft- 
ened the rage for daring enterprize by the 
love of humanity, and was ever watchful over 
the welfare and fafety of the men committed 
to his care; in him the well-informed and 
fenfible loft a father and a friend ; and in my 
own perfon, [ often, in making my drawings, — 
pleated myfelf with imagining the gratifica- 
tion which he would take in infpedting 


them, 
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them, and the regard for me which my zeal 
would excite in him. What recompence 
could be more flattering than the approbation 
of fuch a friend ! 

~ On our return we were eager to enjoy the 
favours of the Nile, and we were going to 
plunge our parched bodies in its falutary 
wave, when we found its ufual appearance 
was quite changed : during the latter days 
of the kamfin, the current of the Nile be- 
comes fluggifh, the waters lofe their ufual 
falubrityand tranfparency, and become green, 
throwing up flakes of foul mud, which ex- 
hale a mephitic odour: in fhort, itis then no. 
longer the bountiful river, the creator and 
preferver of Egypt ; but it grows heavy in its - 
motion, and would alarm the inhabitants of 
the banks, if its periodic reftoration to its 
ufual ftate was not as conftant a phenome- 


non 
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non for them as.itis furprifing to the curious. 
trayeller.,,.It keeps falling till .the 17th of 
June, ‘remains in ftagnation’ for two. days,, 
and on the 19th it begins to rife. 

It is at this period that. the indigo in 
Upper Egypt is. almoft infupportable ;_ the 
winds are variable, and are conftantly chang-, 
ing from the eaft to’ the fouth, or the fouth- 
weit: this latter is terrible, for it troubles 
the atmofphere, obfcures the fun with a 
white, dry, and burning vapour, parches with 
thirft, dries up evéry thing, inflames the blood, 
irritates the nerves, and makes life itfelf pain- 
ful: it alfo oppreffes the lungs fo feverely, 
that one involuntarily feeks for cooler air to 
‘breathe in, feeling as. if the mouth was an 
oven of fire; 1f one inhales the air by the 
noftrils, it affects the head, and in again ex- 
haling it, it feels like a gufh of blood rufhing 


over 
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over the air-paflages ; every thing that one 
touches is burning, and iron even in the night. 
acquires the fame heat to the touch as it 
would in France in the dog- days, expofed to 
the noon-day beams of the fun. 

During thefe latter days we made an ex- 
pedition to Sahmateh and Abumanah, fron- 
tier places of the government of the The- 
‘aid: to fettle with the inhabitants for the 
neceflary labours of dykes and canals. Our 
general was received like the governor of a 
province; the kaimakan, or general of the 
armed inhabitants, who was arich man, had 
prepared for us on one of his eftates a large 
court, well watered, which in fome degree 
quelled the burning heat of the feafon. In 
the evening he gave a fupper to ourfelves, 
the fheiks of the province, the detachment 
which accompanied us, and for. the nume- 
rous fervants who had made them(clves part | 


me 
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of our fuite; for in the eaft they are a kind 
of vermin which multiply at every {tep, and 
feed upon you, without your being able to 
defend yourfelf from their importunities, 
Scarcely have you engaged a fingle domeftic 
than you are ferved by another, who never 
fhews fo much zeal as wher he has no wages, 
and only takes pains when he 1s the feryant’s 
deputy; butas foon as you give him a hvery 
he muft have his horfe, and this introduces a 
third officious fellow, and fo on. 'Thefe 
bloodfuckers, who infenfibly increafed in the 
army, were more burdenfome to the country, 
and more barbaroufly deftructive to the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants than the army itfelf ; 
they robbed with brutal audacity, propor- | 
tioned to the rank or power of their matters, 
to whom they became infolent as foon as 
they could pafs into the fervice of one more 

powerful, with whom they fuppofed they 


might 
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might continuetheir courfe with more impu- 
nity. They purfue their plundering {chemes 
at the expence of the cultivator, the manu- 
facturer, and all the ufeful and refpectable 
claffes of fociety: it is true that every battle 
freed us from a great number of them, but 
they returned for pillage, and only changed 
their mafters. I have feen fome, who in 
the beginning of the campaign had been 
grooms, on their return giving their orders 
to three fervants, and by means of promo- © 
tions which they impudently made among 
each other, perform no other office than that 
of holding the ftirrup for their mafter when 
he mounted, and even then having one of 
their underftrappers at hand to hold their. 
' pipe, or rather to fhew to the by-ftanders ‘a 
_ dignity to which they had arrived. It muft ~ 
be acknowledged, however, that by degtees 
we rendered ourfelves accomplices of this 


corruption, 
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‘corruption, for we caught the fpirit of orieri« 
‘tals in breathing the fame air with them, and 
we became fo accuftomed to a fuite, that we 
‘foon could not do without a large train of 


attendants. 
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